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Bridging Divides With
The Gospel

This week’s scenes in our nation’s Capitol were
shocking and appalling, such as few of us could have
imagined that we would witness in this country. It
was very painful to watch them. It was also deeply
disappointing and saddening to hear President
Trump's lackluster response. It seems to me that the
US is at a painful inflection point. For too long,
people on both sides of the political divide have
placed their hopes for the future and for their
happiness, prosperity and wellbeing into their
chosen political party or leader. As such, these
parties and leaders have increasingly begun to take

The Word 
This Week

Acts 15:36 - 16:10

Pastor Tim Swanson

preaches on, 

the place of God in our society: they have become
idols. As these idols grow in our hearts, they start to
drive a deeper and deeper wedge between people,
since when an election is lost, it is not merely an
election, but the defeat of a god that people hoped
in, and the triumph of a god that people fear. 

There are a multitude of reasons for this trend and
much ink will be spilled in the coming days to try and
grapple with our current reality. I feel that
fundamentally, our country needs two things. Firstly,
people need to put their hope in the Lord God
Almighty, the Maker of heaven and earth. We should
be able to say with Paul, "We have our hope set on
the living God, who is the Savior of all people,
especially of those who believe" (1 Timothy 4:10
ESV). No one aside from Him can be our unfailing 
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hope of eternal joy. Those of us who believe need to
examine our hearts and see if we are believing in God first
and foremost, or if we are trusting in the means that we
hope He will use (institution, political party, or leader). A
lost election should be a source of measured sadness but
not despair or defiance for believers.

Those who do not believe, need to be told the good news!
The good news is that Christ died on the cross to pay the
price of the sins of those who believe in Him, and that for
all who believe there is adoption into God's family! They
need to be told that this world is not our home and cannot
bear the weight of our hopes. This is the foremost need of
our country (and all other countries).  

Secondly, Americans of all types need to engage with each
other with respect. Biden and Trump supporters should be
able to sit down and share a meal together, to work side by
side with admiration for each other's skills, to engage in
vigorous debate about the direction of the country without
growing into anger. America is a country of great mobility
and over time people have begun to settle in circles of
people who are like themselves, and even if we do not live
amongst like-minded people, we tend to seek out similar
people and surround ourselves with them socially. This is a
natural tendency, but not without consequences and it is
not in keeping with the example of our Lord and Savior. 

Jesus left the comfort of Heaven to dwell among a sinful
people who viewed him with suspicion and distrust and
ultimately killed him for fear that he would upset their
agendas. Even as a man, Jesus frequently is seen reaching
across cultural, racial, and sexual divides, to the great
consternation of many. The world that Jesus was born into
was one with deep tensions and divisions on national,
racial, religious and socio-economic lines. We see him
spending time with those who were hated by Jewish society:
tax collectors, prostitutes, Samaritans. Even his own
disciples were frequently shocked by Jesus' company.

As followers of Christ living in America, we should follow in
his example and work to reach across the political and
cultural divides in our country. None of us are in positions
of great influence where we can move the needle on the 

national stage, but God calls all of us to be faithful where
we are. Let us strive to be Christ-followers like Timothy and
Titus, whom Paul exhorted to be models of good works for
the sake of their witness. "Show yourself in all respects to
be a model of good works, and in your teaching show
integrity, dignity, and sound speech that cannot be
condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame,
having nothing evil to say about us." (Titus 2:8 ESV). This
passage is talking about teaching in the church in order to
silence false teachers, but I believe that it also applies to
how we ought conduct ourselves in the world as
ambassadors for Christ.

The gospels provide numerous examples of the power of
the gospel to reconcile men with their fellow men. Among
Jesus’ 12 followers was Matthew the tax collector and
Simon the Zealot. A tax collector was chosen by Rome to
exact taxes from a conquered people and the Roman policy
was to choose someone who was despised by their own
society so that the conquered people would hate the tax
collector rather than Rome. On the other hand, the Zealots
fought against Roman occupation. In any other
circumstance, a tax collector would fear for his life in the
presence of a Zealot, but under the power of the good
news that Jesus brought, Matthew and Simon served side
by side! The gospel still has this power today, so we should
not give into despair about the current political divide, but
endeavor to reach out in love with the gospel to others in
Sonoma County.    

My prayer for the country is that God would be merciful
and that this event would be a turning point for the better,
that God would use this event for the spread of the gospel,
and for encouraging reconciliation between fellow
Americans.  

My prayer for us as believers in Sonoma County is that we
would be salt and light, and that God might use us to foster
peace, both through giving us opportunities to share the
gospel and through our conduct in our day-to-day lives, as
we reach outside of our comfort zones to love our
neighbors as Christ loves us.
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Financial Update
Projected General Fund Budget thru 12/31/20:

Actual General Fund Giving thru 12/31/20:

Weekly Need:

Giving for Week thru 12/31/20

Give online via ChurchCenter app or RHC website.

Sending a check?

Mail to PO Box 571, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

Bless those in need of extra care by taking them meal.

Click on the link below to sign up:

Stone Family

Serve the Family

https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=APWC1088


The Stone Family: Sue, Joey, Mack, and their

extended family, as they grieve for Mark, who went to

be with the Lord on November 27th. 

Tim Swanson: recovering from pacemaker upgrade

surgery.

The Mee Family: Sarah's dad recently passed away.

Margie Wayt: recovering from breast cancer surgery

and healing from post-surgical infection.

Tim Welch: healing from recent stroke.

The Bauer Family:  following the sudden passing of

Jonathan's mother.

Susan Ramon’s father, Bruce Botai: diagnosed with

terminal brain cancer.

RHC Leaders: For favor and wisdom  dealing with our

insurance company re: the storage room flood.

Wisdom and favor with county and state officials

regarding gathering of Christ’s church.

Pray: Calendar In-Focus
Sun Jan 10th

Sun Jan 17th

Wed Jan 20th

Sunday Worship @ 10am - online
and on-site.
Sunday Worship @ 10am - online &
on-site
Youth Discipleship - 7-8:30pm @
The Hansens'

... Meet throughout the week.

Contact the church office for more info.

Discipleship Groups

Redemption Hill Church

2100 Petaluma Hill Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95404

Mailing address: 

PO Box 571, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

office@redemptionhillsr.org

Tel. 707-576-0130

Office hours: Tues - Thurs 9 am - 2 pm

Get In Touch


