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Lessons Learned

For we know that the whole creation has been groaning
together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
firstruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly
for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For
in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

… And we know that for those who love God all things
work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew
he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among
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many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and
those whom he justified he also glorified. (Romans 8:22-
25, 28-30, ESV)

Globally and individually, 2020 was a year when the
reality of living in a world in bondage to sin and
decay hit home hard. Covid-19, environmental
disasters, political strife, racial tensions, economic
turbulence, financial strain, educational challenges,
the curtailment of freedoms, continual uncertainty,
loneliness, relational pain, and grief - it’s no wonder
that so many were desperate to close the chapter on
2020 and begin 2021 with fresh hope of a brighter
future.

by Sarah Mee



And, as those adopted by God and having the firstfruits of
the Spirit, we too groan, longing for these sufferings to end.
Each of us feels the weight of something that we lost and
desperately want to be restored: the hug of a loved one,
classroom education, stable employment, playdates,
freedom to travel, unencumbered and unmasked worship
together on a Sunday morning… I’m sure you’ve no shortage
of your own longings.

And yet we also know that the change we truly desire, the
freedom for which our hearts most deeply long, will come
only when Christ returns - when our adoption as sons is
complete and our bodies are redeemed. Only then will all
that is wrong in the world and in our hearts be made right.
That is the hope in which we were saved, and we must wait
for it with patience.

As we wait, we stand in the assurance that he is working
every facet of every trial we face for good - even when it
doesn’t feel like it! If we are his, it’s because he foreknew us
and predestined us to be conformed to the image of his
Son. There is no aspect of your suffering, no moment of any
day, that has taken him by surprise. These sufferings are a
painful but carefully and graciously planned discipline from a
loving Father who has prepared an eternal weight of glory
for us - being like Christ.

As brothers and sisters of Christ and of one another,
gathered together in a local church, we have the privilege of
walking through life together - rejoicing with those who
rejoice, weeping with those who weep, bearing one
another's burdens. Although, in this season, we can’t always
be physically present to do that, we can take time - even now
- to bring one another before the Lord in prayer.

So here are some of the lessons that the Lord has been
teaching us this last year. Let’s thank God for his grace in
revealing these things to our family members, and pray that
they would be lessons remembered in the year ahead.

"Even in tough circumstances there is an opportunity for a
silver lining, so I need to prayerfully consider what God is
doing with me in all circumstances." Jeff Caldwell

"Being diligent to try to be safe allowed me to peacefully put
my trust in sovereign God to ultimately protect me." Linda
Hubley

"I feel God wants me to feel blessed every minute of every
day because He is forever the same in this ever changing
world." Alana Gass

"Don't take anything for granted. Love and enjoy the people
in your life." Phil de Blieck

"In the midst of the chaotic year that was 2020, God showed
me how dependent I am on him. It is easy to forget how
much God does for us when life is running smoothly, but this
past year, I was reminded of God's sovereignty and that my
life is not governed or controlled by my narrow-minded
desires, but governed and controlled by God's perfect will."
Tobi Cunningham

"God taught me to really trust in his plan and put faith in
his sovereignty." John Bauer

"I have learned what it means to live in God's Grace and
stop living in legalism." Dwayla Crandall

"You don't know how important something is until it is
taken away, e.g. loss of fellowship to social distancing and
online streaming. In 2021: don’t take fellowship for granted;
cherish time with my church family." Bill Berg

"2020 has taught me that I need to keep my eyes on God
and remember that He is in control. 2020 has also taught
(is teaching) me that no matter how alone I feel God is
always with me and He is the one thing that will never leave
me, I am not alone because I have Him." Christina McKenna

"God has taught me to trust in His timing for multiple
different things, and that it is always perfect, even when I
don't think it is. And that He uses all things for His kingdom,
the good and the bad and the hard." Cheryl Bauer

Lessons Learned, cont.

The Stone Family: Sue, Joey, Mack, and their

extended family, as they grieve for Mark, who went to

be with the Lord on November 27th. 

Tim Swanson: recovering from pacemaker upgrade

surgery.

The Mee Family: Sarah's dad recently passed away.

Margie Wayt: recovering from breast cancer surgery

and healing from post-surgical infection.

Tim Welch: healing from recent stroke.

The Bauer Family: during the Christmas season,

following the sudden passing of Jonathan's mother.

Susan Ramon’s father, Bruce Botai: diagnosed with

terminal brain cancer.

RHC Leaders: For favor and wisdom  dealing with our

insurance company re: the storage room flood and

recent break-in.

Wisdom and favor with county and state officials

regarding gathering of Christ’s church.

Pray:

Bless those in need of extra care by taking them meal.
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"God is reminding me that nothing is more important than
being faithful to meet with Him in prayer and reading the
Word daily. Times may not get better for the Church. We must
be ready for whatever He is doing." Beth Hoh

"God has made it clear that HE is in control.  We start the year
with many plans, and just like that HE says I have another plan
for you.  For me, the lesson in 2020 for each year moving
forward is the ONLY certainty is the hope of Christ and His
faithfulness in good times and bad." Dan Hughes

"In a year of instability and strife, God reminded me of His
faithfulness and the comfort in knowing that He and His Word
don't change.  I want to remember that, no matter what does
or doesn't happen in 2021, God will still be who He is, and I
can trust and follow His Word with confidence." Wendy
Cunningham

"2020 was filled with a lot of alone time and trials for me. But I
have been aware of God's presence through it all. Our
women's Bible study group is studying the gospel of Luke. 
 You have all read the story, about Jesus asleep on the boat
with his disciples. A storm comes and the disciples panic, and
wake up Jesus. Jesus calms the storm and uses this situation
as a teaching moment for all of us. I use this picture story as a
visual reminder. I look over and see Jesus is still with me on
this boat ride in a storm. I'm reassured, it's going to turn out
the way it is supposed to, because He has everything in his
control. This has given me a deeper understanding and a
closer trust/faith relationship with Jesus. I don't know what
things are going to look like after the storm, but I do know the
One who does." Joni Babine

"In 2020 God taught me about being grateful for the little
things; the normal everyday things I take for granted. He has
shown me the magnitude of his goodness even in the
seemingly mundane." Abbey Eddy"God is working before,
during and after our struggles to reveal more about ourselves
as dependent children and Himself as a patient Father." Kaleb
Cunningham

"Turmoil leads to God being glorified. Kelly Hubley
This year God has taught me that His ways are not our ways. 
 He has known of this pandemic since the beginning of time
and his plan is best; rest in him and his promises today,
tomorrow, and always. '"For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.'   (Jeremiah   29:11,  NIV)  .
Trusting in God’s plan." Lisa Moore

"God is in Control. The Lord raises up and brings down
leaders according to his good plans. He is playing the long
game, and we can trust that ultimately it’s going to be really
great!" John Hansen

"In order to grow in strength and understanding I must be
giving out. I must be actively and constantly pursuing renewal
and joy by prayer and spending time in God’s word." Margie
Glassey

Lessons Learned, cont.

How old are you? I am five-and-a-half years old

Where do you live? I live in Santa Rosa, on Tachevah
Drive.

Where were you born and raised? I was born in Dubai,
in the United Arab Emirates. I have also lived in the UK. We
properly moved to California when I was three. 

How long have you been at Redemption Hill? I don't
remember. I wasn't really keeping track of that.

Do you have family in the area? Yes. I live with my
mum, Sarah, my dad, Jordan, and my sister, Isabelle. We
have two cats - Stealth and Mitzi. We live near my Uncle Jeff
and Auntie Baihui, but they're not actually family. Around
me in California, in Fort Bragg, there are my uncles
Marshall and King (my dad's brothers), and my
grammalamma and grandpa. 

What are some of your favorite things to do? Watch
TV, play video games, go to the beach, play outside with my
scooter, and sometimes I like to look at toys and think
about how to spend my allowance. I like to build Lego sets
and play with my toys and to play with Isabelle and my
friends. We like to play boards games, and even games
where you have to make the board. I like to read books
and to make funny sounds. 
  

What do you love to talk about? Toys, TV shows like
Octonauts and Paw Patrol. Things I have discovered.

What is something you’re thankful for? My family.

Five words that describe you: Energetic, outdoors-
loving, ninja, busy, easily distracted! 
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Sunday Worship @ 10am - online
only
Youth Discipleship 7-8:30pm @ The
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Sunday Worship @ 10am - online &
on-site
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