
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 5, 2021—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude    Canción—F. Mompou 

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

Officiant We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

Hymn 306—O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing Richmond 

 
 O for a thousand tongues to sing 

my dear Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace. 

   
 Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 

that bids our sorrows cease; 
‘tis music in the sinner’s ears, 
‘tis life, and health, and peace. 

  
 He speaks, and, listening to his voice, 

new life the dead receive,  
 the mournful broken hearts rejoice,  

the humble poor believe. 
  
 Hear him, ye deaf, ye voiceless ones, 

your loosened tongues employ; 
ye blind, behold your Saviour come, 

and leap, ye lame, for joy! 
 

 My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad 
the honours of thy name. 
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The Penitential Rite 
Officiant Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, and repent of the ways in 

which we waste the resources of the world.  Silence. 

 
God of all mercy, 

All we confess our sin, and the sins of our society, 

in the misuse of your creation. 

We are sorry for the times 

when we have used your gifts carelessly, 

and acted ungratefully. 

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, 

but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, 

but ignore the cry of the hungry. 

We are thoughtless, 

and do not care enough for the world you have made. 

We store up goods for ourselves alone, 

as if there were no God and no heaven. 

Father, in your mercy:  forgive us and help us. 

 
Officiant Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 

forgive you your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will 
and give you the joy of God’s kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen. 

 

Introductory Responses 
Officiant Consider the birds of the air; they do not sow or gather into barns, 

All yet our heavenly Father feeds them. 

 
Officiant Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil nor spin, 

All yet even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

 
Officiant Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 

All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Proverbs 22:1-2,8-9,22-23 
Reader A reading from the Book of Proverbs. 

  
 A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favour is better than silver or 

gold. The rich and the poor have this in common: the Lord is the maker of them all. 
Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, and the rod of anger will fail. Those who 
are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor. Do not rob the poor 
because they are poor, or crush the afflicted at the gate; for the Lord pleads their cause 

and despoils of life those who despoil them.   
 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  125 
Officiant Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, * 

    which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever.  

People  The hills stand about Jerusalem; * 

    so does the LORD stand round about his people, 

    from this time forth for evermore. 

Officiant The sceptre of the wicked shall not hold sway over the 

    land allotted to the just, * 
    so that the just shall not put their hands to evil. 

People Show your goodness, O LORD, to those who are good * 

    and to those who are true of heart.  

Officiant As for those who turn aside to crooked ways, 

the LORD will lead them away with the evildoers; * 
    but peace be upon Israel.  

 

Second Reading    James 2:1-17 
Reader A reading from the Letter of James. 

 
 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism really believe in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes 
into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take 
notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, "Have a seat here, please," while to 
the one who is poor you say, "Stand there," or, "Sit at my feet," have you not made 
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my 
beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in 
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faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But 
you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who 
drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked 
over you? You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, "You 
shall love your neighbour as yourself." But if you show partiality, you commit sin and 
are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in 
one point has become accountable for all of it. For the one who said, "You shall not 
commit adultery," also said, "You shall not murder." Now if you do not commit 
adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so 
act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgement will be without 
mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgement. What 
good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can 
faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says 
to them, "Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not supply their 
bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

  
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 397—Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness Nettleton 

  
 Praise the one who breaks the darkness with a liberating light. 

Praise the one who frees the prisoners, turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the one who preached the gospel, healing every dread disease, 
calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace. 

 
 Praise the one who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word. 

Praise the one who drove out demons with a piercing two-edged sword. 
Praise the one who brings cool water to the desert's burning sand. 
From this well comes living water, quenching thirst in every land. 

 
 Praise the one true love incarnate:  Christ who suffered in our place. 

Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. 
Praise the one redeeming glory, praise the One who makes us one. 
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Gospel  Mark 7:24-37 
Officiant May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 
  

Officiant Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want 

anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little 
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed 
down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged 
him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, "Let the children be fed first, 
for it is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." But she answered 
him, "Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs." Then he said to her, 
"For saying that, you may go the demon has left your daughter." So she went home, 
found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. Then he returned from the 
region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of 
the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; 
and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from 

the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then 
looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, "Ephphatha," that is, "Be opened." 
And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 
Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 
zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, "He has 
done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak."  

 
 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon.  If you missed part of the sermon 

or would like to listen to it again, it will be posted on our website in the Worship section. 
 

Affirmation of Faith and the Baptismal Covenant 
Officiant Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant. 

All I believe in one God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 

and in the prayers. 

 

I will persevere in resisting evil and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to 

the Lord. 

 

I will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. 

 

I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbours as myself. 

 

I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being. 

 

I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain, and 

renew the life of the Earth.  Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS  

 

The Prayers of the People 
Officiant God our Maker, 

All show your goodness to those who put their trust in you. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Officiant God of power and compassion, you call us to love our neighbours as ourselves and 

teach us that faith without works is dead.  Open our ears to your redeeming word and 
move our hearts by the strength of your love, so that our every word and work may 
proclaim Jesus as Messiah; who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (translated from Maori) 
Officiant Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

All Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
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Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 

Amen.  

 

Announcements and Offering 
 Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is 
continuing.  As part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St 
John’s work and witness.  You can visit www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including 
e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, or scan the QR Code to the left with your 
mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

  

Offertory Music Moments Musicaux, Op. 94, #2—F. Schubert  
 
  

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Blessing 

 

Hymn 292—We Cannot Measure How You Heal Ye Banks and Braes 
 
 We cannot measure how you heal 

or answer every sufferer’s prayer, 

yet we believe your grace responds 
where faith and doubt unite to care. 
Your hands, though bloodied on the cross, 
survive to hold and heal and warn, 
to carry all through death to life 
and cradle children yet unborn.  

 
The pain that will not go away, 
the guilt that clings from things long past, 

the fear of what the future holds, 
are present as if meant to last. 
But present too is love which tends 
the hurt we never hope to find, 
the private agonies inside, 
the memories that haunt the mind.  
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 So some have come who need your help 
and some have come to make amends, 
as hands which shaped and saved the world 
are present in the touch of friends. 
Lord, let your Spirit meet us here 
to mend the body, mind and soul, 
to disentangle peace from pain 
and make your broken people whole.  

 

Dismissal 
Officiant Go in peace to love and serve God and God’s people! 
All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude Danza # 8—F. Mompou 

 

  

 
The Coffee Hour meets online at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee between 11:00 and noon. 

http://www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Officiant The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Robert Robinson 
Reader Robert Robinson 
 
  
  
 
 
 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved worldwide.  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied under CCLI # 2281450  or One License # A-729171.  Hymn 

306 words and music in the public domain.  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”, Music in the public domain, Words by 

Rusty Edwards, © 1987, Hope Publishing Co., used by permission under One License.  “We Cannot Measure How You Heal”, 
Words by John L. Bell, Music trad. Scottish melody, arr. © 1989, WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland) used by permission of 

G.I.A. Publications, Inc. under One License.  Maori Lord’s Prayer:  This copyright material is taken from ‘A New Zealand Prayer 

Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’ and is used with permission.  A New Zealand Prayer Book © 1988 The Anglican 
Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 

 

The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Terry Noble 
Associate Priest 

 

The Rev. Ruth Adams 
The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 

The Rev. Steve Smith 
Honorary Assistants 

 

The Rev. Christian Harvey 

The Rev. Bev Thompson 
Deacons 

 

Julie Deck 
Director of Music 

 
 

Director of Family Ministries 
 

Ále Suárez 
Pastoral Intern 

 

Jennifer Passmore 
Jim Weldon 

Churchwardens 

 

Mickey Bongers 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 
stjohnspeterborough.ca 

 
www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


