
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 20th, 2026—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for two centuries.  This place of worship 

has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join your heart 
and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities 
and sexual orientations, economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, 
so all of God’s children are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 
We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the 
traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original inhabitants and stewards of this part of the 
Creation, on whose land and by whose waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, 
share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

Prelude Intrada, Op.111a Jean Sibelius 
 Meditation on “Melita” Wayne Wold 
 Variation on “Melita” Mark Rippe 

  
The Congregation stands as the hymn begins. 

  

Hymn 412—O God, Beyond All Face and Form  Melita 

  

The Greeting 
Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 
 

Presider Blessed be the One who creates all things. 

People The Holy One’s love is new every morning. 

 
Presider This is the day the Creator has made. 

People Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Collect for Purity 
Presider Almighty God, 

All to you all hearts are open, 

all desires known 

and from you no secrets are hidden, 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Kyrie Eleison 

Collect of the Day 
Presider O God, from your providing hand even the dissatisfied and grumbling receive what 

they need for their lives. Teach us your ways of justice and lead us to practise your 
generosity, so that we may live a life worthy of the gospel made known through your 

Son Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen. 

 
The Congregation sits. 

 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Exodus 16:2-15  
Reader A reading from the Book of Exodus. 

  
 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness. The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in 
the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have 
brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger." Then the 
Lord said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the 
people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, 
whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare 
what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days." So Moses 
and Aaron said to all the Israelites, "In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of 
the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, 
that you complain against us?" And Moses said, "When the Lord gives you meat to eat 
in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the 
complaining that you utter against him - what are we? Your complaining is not against 
us but against the Lord." Then Moses said to Aaron, "Say to the whole congregation of 
the Israelites, 'Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.'" And as 
Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the 
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wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses 
and said, "I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, 'At twilight you 
shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall 
know that I am the Lord your God.'" In the evening quails came up and covered the 
camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of 
dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as 
frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" 
For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, "It is the bread that the Lord 
has given you to eat."  

 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  105:1-6,37-45 
The Cantor sings the verses; the Congregation joins in the Refrain (R). 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; make known his deeds among the 

peoples. Sing to him, sing praises to him, and speak of all his marvellous works. R 

 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. Search for the 

Lord and his strength; continually seek his face. R 

 Remember the marvels he has done, his wonders and the judgements of his mouth, O 

offspring of Abraham his servant, O children of Jacob his chosen. R 

 Then he called for a famine in the land and destroyed the supply of bread. He sent a 

man before them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave. R. 

 They bruised his feet in fetters; his neck they put in an iron collar. Until his prediction 

came to pass, the word of the Lord tested him. R.  

 The king sent and released him;  the ruler of the peoples set him free. He set him as a 
master over his household, as a ruler over all his possessions, To instruct his princes 

according to his will and to teach his elders wisdom.  Hallelujah! R. 

 

Second Reading Philippians 1:21-30  
Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 

 
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the 
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the 
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flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your 
life in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or 
am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way 
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of 
your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege 
not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well - since you are having the 
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.  

 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
The Congregation stands. 

 

Hymn 555—O God of Bethel, by Whose Hand Salzburg 

 

Gospel Acclamation (sung before and after the Gospel) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel  Matthew 20:1-16  
Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 
Gospeller Jesus said, "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the 
usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o'clock, 
he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, 'You also go into 
the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' So they went. When he went out 
again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the same. And about five o'clock he 
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went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 'Why are you 
standing here idle all day?' They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to 
them, 'You also go into the vineyard.' When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, 'Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last 
and then going to the first.' When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would 
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 'These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.' But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong; 
did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?' So the 
last will be first, and the first will be last."  

 
 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

The Congregation sits. 

 

Sermon  
 

A silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
The Congregation stands at the invitation of the Presider. 

 

Affirmation of Faith   
Presider Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant. 

All I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers. 

 I will persevere in resisting evil and, 

whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord. 

 I will proclaim by word and example 

the good news of God in Christ. 

 I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, 

loving my neighbours as myself. 

 I will strive for justice and peace among all people, 

and respect the dignity of every human being. 

 I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, 

and respect, sustain, and renew the life of the Earth.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Presider Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 

 welcoming sinners and inviting them to the table. 
Let us confess our sins against God and God’s creation. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 Merciful and sustaining God, 

All we have sinned against you. 

We confess our lack of gratitude for the beauty and bounty of your creation: 

teach us to see that your earth sustains us and all that lives. 

We confess that we have misused your earth: grant us amendment of life. 

We confess that we have been intemperate in our appetites: 

     strengthen us in self-control. 

We confess that we have taken the abundance of your world for granted: 

     make us urgent now for its protection. 

Forgive and renew us now through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, with whom you live and reign, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Presider pronounces the absolution, to which all answer, “Amen.” 

 

The Peace 
Presider In Christ we are becoming a new creation. 

People We see God around us. 

We see God within us. 

We give thanks to our Creator. 

 
Presider Let us show the love God has instilled within us by greeting each other as a sign of 

God’s justice of peace, love, forgiveness and grace. 
The peace of our Creator be with you in all things. 

People And also with you. 
 

Presider You are invited to care and share peace with your neighbour, and speak a word of 

peace to the land in which we gather, and the creatures who share this common home. 

 
Please turn to the people around you and exchange a sign of God’s peace. 

 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

 

At the Offertory, gifts of bread and wine, signs of the fruit of human labour, are brought to the altar to be 
transformed into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, signs of God’s love for the world. The money offering, a 
sign of our gratitude for God’s blessing of our lives, collected before the liturgy, is blessed. 

 

Hymn 401—My Life Flows On in Endless Song How Can I Keep From Singing 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Presider Beloved God, you spread before us a table of plenty, and give us the cup of new life to 

drink.  Receive all we offer this day with our grateful thanks and praise, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
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Presider It is right in all times and in all places to thank and praise you, Creator of all. We praise 

you here in this place, where the Otonabee—river that beats like a heart—flows through 
city and field. We praise you in this time of sorrow, when the body of the earth is 
broken and bruised. We give you thanks for our place on this land and in the story of 
salvation. Our ancestors journeyed with you in desert and wilderness, displaced and 
displacing, frightened and welcoming, all the while searching for home. They knew you 
on mountains and by wells, in tents and in cities, in families and in dreams, and 
through wilderness prophets who saw you in a burning bush, followed you in cloud and 
fire, and were fed by ravens on the mountains. Together with angels and ancestors, field 
and river, turtle and deer, maple and cedar, we join our voices with all creation as we 
sing: 
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Presider We give thanks to you for Jesus, born among the animals. He was baptized in the 

waters of the Jordan, nourished and tested in the wilderness, travelled on the lakes, and 
knew the mysteries of seeds and growth. 
 
On the night before he died, Jesus took bread, food of the poor, the work of field and 
hearth. He gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his friends, saying, Take and eat, this is 
my body, given for you. Do this to remember me. After supper he took the cup of wine, 
fruit of the land and work of human hands, gave thanks and gave it to his friends, 
saying, This is my blood, which is shed for you. When you drink it, do it in memory of 
me. 
 
Remembering Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, and awaiting his coming to renew all 
things, we offer you this bread and this cup. Creator, send your Spirit on these gifts, that 
we who eat and drink at this table may ne one with all who hunger and thirst for 
justice, and be joined with all creation, our kin. 
 
Pour out your Spirit on the whole earth, that it may become your new creation, and 
that we, along with your people of every language, race, and nation, may share the 
banquet you have promised together with all the saints who rest in the wisdom of 
sparrow and lily, raven and mustard seed, now and on the new earth. All honour and 
glory are yours, Creator, Saviour, and Spirit, now and in the world to come. 

All Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
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Breaking of the Bread 
Presider Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of wheat, 

whose many grains we have gathered and made into this one bread. 

All So may your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 

 
Presider The gifts of God for the People of God. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 

Presider Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, in 

communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present 
with us now.  In this Eucharist, many are made one. 

 

Fraction Anthem              74 
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The Congregation sits. 

 

Communion 
For those who are present in person, all baptised persons may receive Communion. Please come forward to the 
Chancel step via the centre aisle and return to your seat via the side aisles. Gluten free Hosts are available upon 
request.  Those who find walking difficult may request that Communion be brought to them. Those who wish 
to receive a blessing instead of Communion may indicate their desire by crossing their arms over their breast 
when they approach the Presider. 

 
 Hymn:  72—Bread of Heaven, on Thee We Feed Jesu, Meine Zuversicht 
 
Anthem “At the Table of the Lord” words and music by Jay Althouse 
  (Solos: Karen Bisschop, Alex Meinhardt)  

At the table of the Lord bread is broken. At the table of the Lord we are fed. We remember now the 
words that Christ has spoken: "This is my body." he said. 
At the table of the Lord, in thanksgiving, we have come to drink the wine which is poured. We 
remember him, who died for us, now living. We remember Christ, our Lord. At the table of the 
Lord we are meeting. In communion we are many in one. For wherever we are gathered, there our 
Lord will be. At the table of the Lord we shall be free. 
 

 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Presider All your works praise you, O Lord, 

All and your faithful servants bless you. 

Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

May we, who share his body, live his risen life; 

we, who drink his cup, bring life to others; 

we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so that we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
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Hymn Sing to the Mountains 
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TODAY”S MUSIC 

 

PRELUDE: The famous Finnish symphonic composer Jean Sibelius (1865-1957) died on 
September 20th. He wrote very little for the organ, but in his honour today, you will hear his 

Intrada, Op. 111a. It is a big work, full of large chords and full-sounding harmonies. As a church 
prelude, I will scale back the dynamics a bit, but I hope to still convey the power and magnificence 
of the music. Written in 1925, it was his first venture into composing for the organ. It was written 
for the visit of King Gustav V of Sweden to the Helsinki Cathedral during his state visit. Not well 
known on this side of the Atlantic, it has since become one of the most performed pieces in the 
Finnish organ repertoire – a display piece for domestic Finnish organists.   Not having any preludes 

based on the hymn-tune “Melita”, I recently came across two new pieces – the first today being a 

Suite for Organ on the tune by American composer Wayne Wold (b. 1954). The second movement 
is a Meditation on the tune. However the melody, played on a solo stop, is highly decorated, 
almost to the point of being unrecognizable. Soft flutes and strings provide a soothing 

accompaniment. A prelude with the tune heard clearly is one by American composer Mark Rippe. 

His “Variation on Melita” intersperses the familiar tune with excerpts from a tune from German 
composer Englebert Humperdinck’s “Hansel und Gretel”.          

 

ANTHEM: The choir’s anthem today, “At the Table of the Lord” is by the prolific American 

composer Jay Althouse (b. 1951) This simple, meditative song of remembrance makes a moving 
selection for the observance of the Lord's Supper. The gentle folk-like melody is accompanied by a 
transparent piano part and the effective text evokes images of the Eucharist.  

 

POSTLUDE: Returning to Wayne Wold’s Organ Suite on “Melita”, I’ve chosen to play the last 

movement, a Toccata on the tune. This Toccata opens slowly, then gradually speeds up, with the 

left hand playing an almost continuous pattern of eight notes, under chords in the right hand. The 
familiar melody eventually appears in the pedals on strong diapason and reed stops.   

Dismissal 
Presider Followers of Jesus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, serve the world God loves! 
All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude    Toccata on “Melita” Wayne Wold 
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider and Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith  
Organist  Robert Grandy 
Greeters Lynda Mercer and Mickey Bongers 
Readers Mary Ann Hall and Karen Bisschop 
Cantor Alex Meinhardt 
Intercessor Ian Storey 
Server/Crucifer  
Sacrist  
Chalice Administrator Pat Passmore 
Chancel Peggy Kruger and Pat Passmore 
Refreshment Hosts St Margaret’s Guild 
A/V Walter Howell 
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Welcome! 
 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth, who may remain with you to worship 
and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel free to 
allow them to roam if they wish.  Families are most welcome to use the 
activities in the children’s area in the church and to bring colouring 
sheets, toys, and snacks for their children. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
If you’re visiting, please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, 
which can be found in the rack on the bookcase in the Chapel.  We 
would love the opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Making an Offering (Donation) 
To support the ministry of the parish, an offering may be made by 
placing cash or a cheque in an envelope available where you picked up 
this order of service. Please write your name and address on the 
envelope, then place it on the brass offering plate. Tax receipts are issued 
for gifts of $25 or more. We also have a convenient pre-authorised giving 
program for monthly donations that are debited from your bank account 
or we accept e-transfers to office@stjohnspeterborough.ca. Please visit 
www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for more information. 
 

Accessibility 

The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance, from 
where all levels of the facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Accessible washrooms are located down the hall from the narthex 
(lobby).  A change table is in the nursery at the end of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 
We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 
 

Fellowship & Refreshments 
All are welcome to stay after the liturgy for fellowship and refreshments 
in the Guild Hall. 

To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 
 

 

The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Ruth Adams 

The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 
The Rev. Steve Smith 

Honorary Assistants 

 

Mr. Robert Grandy 
Director of Music 

 

Dr. Andrew Vreugdenhil 

Mr. Colin Walsh 
Churchwardens 

 

Mrs. Tammy Delahey 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 

Mrs. Carolyn Porteous 
Parish Administrator 

 

stjohnspeterborough.ca 
 

www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 
 

Instagram 
@stjohnspeterborough 


