
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 27th—The 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

A Service of the Word in the Season of Creation 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the 

traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original inhabitants and stewards of this part 
of the Creation, on whose land and by whose waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

The Penitential Rite 
Officiant Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, 

and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of the world.  Silence. 

 
God of all mercy, 

People We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of your creation.  We are sorry for the 

times when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully.  We enjoy the fruits of the 

harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.  We belong to a people who are full 

and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry.  We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the 

world you have made.  We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no 

heaven.  Father, in your mercy:  forgive us and help us. 

  
Officiant Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive you your 

sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the joy of God’s 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen. 

 

Introductory Responses 
Officiant Consider the birds of the air; they do not sow or gather into barns, 

All yet our heavenly Father feeds them. 

 
Officiant Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil nor spin,  

All yet even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

 



Officiant Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 

All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading Exodus 17:1-7 

Reader A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The 
people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you 
quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?’ But the people thirsted there for water; and the people 
complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children 
and livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are 
almost ready to stone me.’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the 
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be 
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so 
that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah 
and Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or 
not?’ 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  78:1-4, 12-16 
The Officiant and Congregation read the Canticle responsively by verse. 

 

Officiant Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

    incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

People I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

    I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

Officiant That which we have heard and known, and what our ancestors have told us, * 

    we will not hide from their children.  

People We will recount to generations to come 

the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 

    and the wonderful works he has done. 

Officiant He worked marvels in the sight of their ancestors, * 

    in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.  

People He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 

    he made the waters stand up like walls. 

Officiant He led them with a cloud by day, * 

    and all the night through with a glow of fire.  

People He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 

    and gave them drink as from the great deep. 

Officiant He brought streams out of the cliff, * 

    and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 



Second Reading Philippians 2:1-13 
Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of 
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in 
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory 
Officiant God has spoken to us through his Son: 

All through whom he created the worlds.  
 

Officiant Lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are ripe for harvesting.  

All Gather the fruit for eternal life. 
 

Officiant Shine your light on us, O God, 

All as we gather around your Word. 
 

Gospel  Matthew 21:23-32 
Officiant A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

 When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will 
also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it 
of human origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, 
“Why then did you not believe him?” But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for 
all regard John as a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, 
‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. What do you think? A man had two 
sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will 
not”; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The 
first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 
believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did 
not change your minds and believe him.’  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows the Sermon. 

 

 

 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith and the Baptismal Covenant 
Officiant Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant. 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers. 

 

I will persevere in resisting evil and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord. 

 

I will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. 

 

I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbours as myself. 

 

I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. 

 

I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life of 

the Earth.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Officiant Caring God, we thank you for your gifts in creation: for our world, the heavens tell of your glory; for 

our land, its beauty and its resources; for the rich heritage we enjoy. 

 
We pray for those who work on the land and sea, in city and in industry, that all may enjoy the fruits of 
their labours and marvel at your creation; We pray for artists, scientists and visionaries, that through 
their work we may see creation afresh. 

All God of love, grant our prayer. 

 
Officiant We thank you for giving us life; and for all who enrich our lives.  We pray for all who through their 

own or other’s actions are deprived of fullness of life, We pray for prisoners, refugees, all who are sick.  
We pray for the homeless, remembering especially all those affected by the fir in Peterborough last 
Sunday. 

All God of love, grant our prayer. 

 
Officiant We pray for your church throughout the world, and for our Bishops Andrew and Riscylla. We pray for 

our clergy. We pray for those in politics, health services, teaching and all front line workers.  

All God of love, grant our prayer. 

 
Officiant We pray for those who have died, Name: 

All God of love, grant our prayer. 

 
Officiant Blessed are you God of growth and discovery; yours is the inspiration that has altered and changed our 

lives; yours is the power that has brought us to new dangers and opportunities.  Set us, your new 
creation, to walk through this new world, watching and learning, loving and trusting, until your 
kingdom comes.  

All Amen. 

 
 

 



The Collect of the Day 
Officiant God of our salvation, we falter before the demands of your word and turn away from your call to life.  

As you showed mercy to your people of old, pour out your mercy on us, so that we may turn from our 
sinfulness and walk the path of self-emptying love made known in Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements & Offering 
 Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is continuing.  As 
part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St John’s work and witness.  You can 
visit www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, 
or scan the QR Code to the left with your mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Hymn Sister, Let Me Be Your Servant                                                       Soloist: Cole Hayward—Servant Song 
   

 Sister, let me be your servant, 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace 

to let your be my servant too. 

 

We are pilgrims on a journey,  

fellow travellers on the road; 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

I will hold the Christ light for you 

in the nigh-time of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

speak the peace you long to hear. 

  

 I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh I’ll  laugh with you. 

I will share your joy and sorrow 

till we’ve seen this journey through. 

 

When we sing to God in heaven, 

we shall find such harmony, 

born of all we’ve known together 

of Christ’s love and agony. 

 

 

 

 



  Brother, let me be your servant, 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. 

 

Dismissal 

 
Officiant Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 

Go in peace to love and serve God by loving and serving others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to attend a Virtual Coffee Hour 

on the internet at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Liturgy from the Book of Alternative Services (Toronto:  Anglican Church of Canada, 1985); “Trial Use Collects for Years A, B, & C and Seasonal 
Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016); “Morning and 

Evening Prayer for Ordinary Time” (Toronto:  the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016); and “Let All Things Their Creator Bless”: Liturgy for Use 

During the Season of Creationtide, adapted, Diocese of Guildford.  Hymn “A Man Had a Vineyard”, words by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (2011) used with 
permission, tune by William Howard Doane (1875) in the public domain.  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989). 


