
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 20th—The 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

A Service of the Word in the Season of Creation 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the 

traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original inhabitants and stewards of this part 
of the Creation, on whose land and by whose waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

The Penitential Rite 
Officiant Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, 

and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of the world.  Silence. 

 
God of all mercy, 

People We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of your creation.  We are sorry for the 

times when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully.  We enjoy the fruits of the 

harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.  We belong to a people who are full 

and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry.  We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the 

world you have made.  We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no 

heaven.  Father, in your mercy:  forgive us and help us. 

  
Officiant Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive you your 

sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the joy of God’s 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen. 

 

Introductory Responses 
Officiant Consider the birds of the air; they do not sow or gather into barns, 

All yet our heavenly Father feeds them. 

 
Officiant Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil nor spin,  

All yet even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

 



Officiant Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 

All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading Exodus 16:2-15 

Reader A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The 
Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat 
by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger.’ Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for 
you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, 
whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, 
it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.’ So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, ‘In 
the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the 
morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. 
For what are we, that you complain against us?’ And Moses said, ‘When the Lord gives you meat to 
eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining 
that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.’ 
Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to the Lord, 
for he has heard your complaining.” ’ And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, 
they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to 
Moses and said, ‘I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat 
meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord 
your God.” ’ In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a 
layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was 
a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one 
another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread that the 
Lord has given you to eat. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  105:1-6, 37-45 
The Officiant and Congregation read the Canticle responsively by verse. 

 

Officiant Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 

    make known his deeds among the peoples.  

People Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 

    and speak of all his marvellous works.  

Officiant Glory in his holy Name; * 

    let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.  

People Search for the LORD and his strength; * 

    continually seek his face.  

Officiant Remember the marvels he has done, * 

    his wonders and the judgements of his mouth,  

People O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 

    O children of Jacob his chosen.  

Officiant He led out his people with silver and gold; * 

    in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.  

People Egypt was glad of their going, * 

    because they were afraid of them.  



Officiant He spread out a cloud for a covering * 

    and a fire to give light in the night season. 

People They asked, and quails appeared, * 

    and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 

Officiant He opened the rock, and water flowed, * 

    so the river ran in the dry places. 

People For God remembered his holy word * 

    and Abraham his servant. 

Officiant So he led forth his people with gladness, * 

    his chosen with shouts of joy. 

People He gave his people the lands of the nations, * 

    and they took the fruit of others' toil, 

Officiant That they might keep his statutes * 

    and observe his laws. Hallelujah! 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Second Reading Philippians 1:21-30 
Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for 
me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and 
be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in 
faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, 
live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 
absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side 

with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them 
this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—
since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory 
Officiant God has spoken to us through his Son: 

All through whom he created the worlds.  
 

Officiant Lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are ripe for harvesting.  

All Gather the fruit for eternal life. 
 

Officiant Shine your light on us, O God, 

All as we gather around your Word. 
 

Gospel  Matthew 20:1-16 
Officiant A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

 Jesus said, ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into 
his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 
and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they 
went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing 
here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go 
into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the 



labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those 
hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when 
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he 
replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual 
daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows the Sermon. 

 

Affirmation of Faith and the Baptismal Covenant 

Officiant Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant. 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers. 

 

I will persevere in resisting evil and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord. 

 

I will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. 

 

I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbours as myself. 

 

I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. 

 

I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life of 

the Earth.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Officiant God is a God of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger and rich in mercy, generous and forgiving 

to all who cry for grace.  With confidence, let us turn to our God in prayer. 
 

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; the Anglican Communion; Linda, our Primate; Anne, our 
Metropolitan; and Andrew and Riscylla, our bishops; for this holy gathering and for the people of God 
in every place.  Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name: 

All make known his deeds among the peoples. 

 
Officiant Loving Father, whenever we start to take offence at your generosity, give us the grace to repent and 

join your rejoicing.  Guard the Church against self-righteousness and all rules and limits which you 
would not own, and keep always before us the rule of love.  Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his 
Name: 

All make known his deeds among the peoples. 

 



Officiant Loving Father, increase in us love not only for the victims but for the perpetrators of evil and violence 

in our world; for all governments which run on corruption and fear.  We pray for a change of heart and 
attitude, an awakening to a better way of living, and the courage to reject wrong principles.  Give 
thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name: 

All make known his deeds among the peoples. 

 
Officiant Loving Father, may our closeness to family and friends make us never exclusive, shutting others out, 

but always inclusive, welcoming others in.  Encourage us in outgoing hospitality—in our parish and in 
our homes—and keep us from becoming possessive with those we love.  Give thanks to the Lord and 
call upon his Name: 

All make known his deeds among the peoples. 

 
Officiant Loving Father, we pray for all those who are without work or underemployed; that they may find the 

work they desire.  We remember those whose labour is hard and unforgiving and we pray that you 
would grant them strength and grace.  Help us to advocate for a just labour market and fair 
compensation for those who offer their work.  Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name: 

All make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 

Officiant Loving Father, we pray for all offenders in prison, that on release they will not re-offend but find 

enough support to start a new life in the community.  We pray for all who are vulnerable and unable to 
cope with the demands of life, for those who suffer from addiction, and all who are sick in mind.  Give 
thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name: 

All make known his deeds among the peoples. 

 
Officiant Loving Father, we pray for those who have died alone, unmourned, and unnoticed.  We pray for those 

who have died by suicide or in accidents of their own making.  We pray for all whose lives on earth 
have ended and commend them to your merciful love.  Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his 
Name: 

All make known his deeds among the peoples. 

 
Officiant Loving Father, thank you for helping us to pray; deepen our loving so that as we pray through this 

week we may do it filled with your compassion and generosity.  Give thanks to the Lord and call upon 
his Name: 

All make known his deeds among the peoples. 

 
Officiant Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St John the Evangelist, St Barnabas 

the Apostle, and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 

All To you, O Lord. 

 
Officiant Lord God, in your presence none of us can boast, and all must ask for mercy; yet your Son has 

embraced us and called us to share in his labours for the salvation of all people.  Grant us the grace to 
see what needs to be done and the wisdom and resources to do it, through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Officiant O God, from your providing hand even the dissatisfied and grumbling receive what they need for their 

lives.  Teach us your ways of justice and lead us to practise your generosity, so that we may live a life 
worthy of the gospel made known through your Son Jesus Christ, our Saviour, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements & Offering 
 Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is continuing.  As 
part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St John’s work and witness.  You can 
visit www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, 
or scan the QR Code to the left with your mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Hymn A Man Owned a Vineyard To God be the Glory 
  

 A man owned a vineyard and needed a crew 

to tend to his land — there was plenty to do. 

He called out to people downtown in the square, 

“Come work hard all day and I'll pay you what’s fair.” 

God, you call and you send; there is work here to do. 

There’s your whole world to tend; may we garden for you! 

O Lord, in your vineyard may we seek to be 

the workers who tend to your justice and peace. 

 

He went back a number of times on that day; 

he called to new workers and promised fair pay. 

Can we but imagine those first workers’ rage 

when all those who laboured received the same wage? 

God, the gift of your grace comes as quite a surprise. 

For your mercies embrace even latecomers’ lives. 

May all who have worked long and hard humbly learn: 

your grace is a gift and not something we earn. 

 

He called the complainers and said, “This is true— 

that I kept my word and I gave you your due. 

I share with compassion; I’m loving and kind. 

I care for all people and give what is mine!” 

God you give what is yours, more than what we deserve; 

may we reach out in love where you call us to serve. 

May we who have witnessed your grace gladly share 

your justice and love with your world everywhere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dismissal 
Officiant Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 

Go in peace to love and serve God by loving and serving others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to attend a Virtual Coffee Hour 

on the internet at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee 

 

 

This is the last Sunday we will worship exclusively online. 

St John’s will be open for public worship at 10:00 a.m., Sunday, September 27th. 

Live-stream worship will continue permanently. 

In-person worship requires pre-registration in order to observe Public Health restrictions on attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Liturgy from the Book of Alternative Services (Toronto:  Anglican Church of Canada, 1985); “Trial Use Collects for Years A, B, & C and Seasonal 

Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016); “Morning and 

Evening Prayer for Ordinary Time” (Toronto:  the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016); and “Let All Things Their Creator Bless”: Liturgy for Use 
During the Season of Creationtide, adapted, Diocese of Guildford.  Hymn “A Man Had a Vineyard”, words by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (2011) used with 

permission, tune by William Howard Doane (1875) in the public domain.  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989). 


