
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 13th—The 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

A Service of the Word in the Season of Creation 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the 

traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original inhabitants and stewards of this part 
of the Creation, on whose land and by whose waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

The Penitential Rite 
Officiant Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, 

and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of the world.  Silence. 

 
God of all mercy, 

People We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of your creation.  We are sorry for the 

times when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully.  We enjoy the fruits of the 

harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.  We belong to a people who are full 

and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry.  We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the 

world you have made.  We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no 

heaven.  Father, in your mercy:  forgive us and help us. 

  
Officiant Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive you your 

sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the joy of God’s 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen. 

 

Introductory Responses 
Officiant Consider the birds of the air; they do not sow or gather into barns, 

All yet our heavenly Father feeds them. 

 
Officiant Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil nor spin,  

All yet even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

 



Officiant Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 

All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading Exodus 14:19-31 

Reader A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar 
of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of 
Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one 
did not come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove 
the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were 
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their 
right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s 
horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud 
looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their 
chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, 
for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand 
over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 
drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal 
depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned 
and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them 
into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from 
the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the 
Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his 
servant Moses. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle  1:  The Song of Moses 
The Officiant and Congregation read the Canticle responsively by verse. 

 

Officiant I will sing to the Lord for his glorious triumph; * 

    the horse and the rider he has hurled into the sea. 

People The Lord has become my strength and refuge; * 

    the Lord himself has become my saviour. 

Officiant He is my God and I will praise him; * 

    my father’s God and I will exalt him. 

People The Lord himself is a mighty warrior; * 

    the Lord, the Lord is his name. 

Officiant Your right hand, O Lord, is majestic in power; * 

    your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 

People Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods, * 

    holy, awesome, worker of wonders? 

Officiant In steadfast love you led your people, * 

    you guided your redeemed with your great strength. 

People You brought them in safety to your holy place, * 

    and planted them firm on your own mountain. 



Officiant You brought them into your own house. * 

    The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Second Reading Romans 14:1-12 

Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. Some 
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those 
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed 
them. Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand 
or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be 
better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 
minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour 
of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and 
give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to 
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 
living. Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother 
or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat of God. For it is written, ‘As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ So then, each of us will 
be accountable to God. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory 
Officiant God has spoken to us through his Son: 

All through whom he created the worlds.  
 

Officiant Lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are ripe for harvesting.  

All Gather the fruit for eternal life. 
 

Officiant Shine your light on us, O God, 

All as we gather around your Word. 
 

Gospel  Matthew 18:21-35 
Officiant A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

 Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-
seven times. For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 
children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, 
saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of 
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one 
of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay 
what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. 
When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You 
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy 
on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 
until he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do 
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’ 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 



Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows the Sermon. 

 

Affirmation of Faith and the Baptismal Covenant 
Officiant Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant. 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers. 

 

I will persevere in resisting evil and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord. 

 

I will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. 

 

I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbours as myself. 

 

I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. 

 

I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life of 

the Earth.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Officiant Our God is a God of unity, not of division; of love, not of hate; of forgiveness, not of resentment.  With 

open hearts, bearing the pain of the world, let us pray to the God of love. 
 

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; the Anglican Communion; Linda, our Primate; Anne, our 
Metropolitan; and Andrew and Riscylla, our bishops; for this holy gathering and for the people of God 
in every place.  The Lord is full of compassion: 

All God’s love lasts for ever. 

 
Officiant Thank you, Father, for the love which forgives again and again, and is prepared to trust us with the 

care of your people even after we have let you down.  Teach us to minister to one another’s needs with 
compassion, sensitivity, and discipline, so that all are affirmed and encouraged.  The Lord is full of 
compassion: 

All God’s love lasts for ever. 

 
Officiant Thank you, Father, for the order and variety, simplicity and complexity of this universe.  Thank you 

for all that humankind is able to do; may all these gifts be used wisely and well, for the good of all, 
including the generations yet to come.  The Lord is full of compassion: 

All God’s love lasts for ever. 

 
Officiant Thank you, Father, for what we have been forgiven and for the opportunities we have each day to learn 

the joy of forgiving others.  Smash through our self-righteousness and keep us learning in humility at 
your feet.  The Lord is full of compassion: 

All God’s love lasts for ever. 
 
 
 



Officiant Thank you, Father, for all those who care for the sick, the unstable, the ungrateful, and the difficult.  

We pray for all who suffer from hate, deceit, suspicion, or abuse; and for those who cause others pain 
and distress of any kind.  We pray for all those who work in banks and finance, that they may use their 
skills and resources for good; and for those who are in debt and financial difficulty, that they may find 
mercy.  We pray for your healing and transforming.  The Lord is full of compassion: 

All God’s love lasts for ever. 

 
Officiant Thank you, Father, for those whose living and dying has taught us much about love.  Freed from their 

pain and restrictions of age or injury, may they enjoy for ever the life of heaven.  The Lord is full of 
compassion: 

All God’s love lasts for ever. 

 
Officiant Thank you, Father, for disturbing our complacency and challenging us to move forward with you, even 

into the wilderness of life, assured of your company and your love.  The Lord is full of compassion: 

All God’s love lasts for ever. 

 
Officiant Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St John the Evangelist, St Barnabas 

the Apostle, and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 

All To you, O Lord. 

 
Officiant Lord God, your Son made himself the least among us, bore our sins upon the cross, and delivered us 

from death by his own suffering and dying.  Forgive us our sins, but which we have added to the 
world’s pain, and make us instruments of peace and reconciliation, through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Officiant God of deep compassion, you welcome the weak and free us from the bondage of sin.  Break the cycle 

of judgement and violence through Jesus our forgiveness, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements & Offering 
 Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is continuing.  As 

part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St John’s work and witness.  You can 
visit www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, 
or scan the QR Code to the left with your mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

 

The Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn 379—Rejoice, the Lord is King Darwall 
  

 Rejoice, the Lord is King!  Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing and triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: 

rejoice; again I say, rejoice! 

 

Jesus the Saviour reigns, the God of truth and love; 

when he had purged our stains, he took his seat above. 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: 

rejoice; again I say, rejoice! 

 

His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o’er earth and heaven; 

the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given. 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: 

rejoice; again I say, rejoice! 

 

He sits at God’s right hand till all his foes submit, 

and bow to his command, and fall beneath his feet. 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: 

rejoice; again I say, rejoice! 

 

Rejoice in glorious hope; Jesus, the judge, shall come 

and take his servants up to their eternal home. 

We soon shall hear th’archangel’s voice; 

the trump of God shall sound, rejoice! 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 

Go in peace to love and serve God by loving and serving others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to attend a Virtual Coffee Hour 

on the internet at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Liturgy from the Book of Alternative Services (Toronto:  Anglican Church of Canada, 1985); “Trial Use Collects for Years A, B, & C and Seasonal 
Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016); “Morning and 

Evening Prayer for Ordinary Time” (Toronto:  the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016); and “Let All Things Their Creator Bless”: Liturgy for Use 

During the Season of Creationtide, adapted, Diocese of Guildford.  Hymn 379 from Common Praise (Toronto:  Anglican Church of Canada, 1998), words 

by Charles Wesley, tune by John Darwall, words and music in the public domain.  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989). 


