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A Letter from the Rector 

on Re-opening the Church 

 
I was glad when they said to me, 

“Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
(Psalm 122:1) 

 
 
The Feast of St Matthew, 21 September 2020 
 
To the Church of St John the Evangelist in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
  
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I find it hard to constrain the joy I feel in knowing that we will be able to gather again as the People 
of St John’s in the church building beginning this Sunday 27 September.  It has been almost seven 

months since we last worshipped together in person, and while I have been very grateful not only for 
the ways we have been able to gather and sustain community online but also for the many ways that 
you have looked after one another in this time of exile, there has been a huge loss in us not being 
able to gather. 
 
At the same time that I rejoice that we may return to the building, I am also aware that the worship 
to which we will return will look very different than what we are used to.  If you are planning to 
return this Sunday, I would ask that you bear this in mind.  For some, the significant changes to how 
we interact with one another and how we move through the liturgy may be just as hard to absorb as 
not being in church.  We will be unable to hug our friends, to shake hands at the Peace, to sing, to sit 
close to one another, to share fellowship at coffee hour, among other things.  Please know that every 
effort has been made to plan for worship that is uplifting and meaningful within the constraints of 
the pandemic protocols we must observe. 

 
As we prepare to re-open the church, we will slowly ease into the schedule of worship and parish 
group gatherings that we followed before the shut-down.  For the time being, parish groups may 
consider returning to their usual time and place of meeting and may generally do so after confirming 
with me their plans.  Most groups will meet in the Chapel or Guild Hall in order to allow sufficient 
distancing to be observed.  Worship will occur as follows: 

• Sunday – 10:00 a.m. Nave liturgy in-person and online (pre-registration required for in-person) 

• Wednesday – 10:00 a.m. BCP Communion service (pre-registration NOT required) 

• Wednesday – 7:00 p.m. Open Circle Worship and Discussion on Zoom. 
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Accompanying this letter are two documents which I ask you to review each time you plan to come 

to the church.  The first is a list of common COVID-19 symptoms.  If you exhibit any of the 
symptoms, please consider participating in worship online until you can confirm you do not have 
COVID-19.  The second is a list of some of the protocols that we will observe during the Amber 
Phase of the diocesan re-opening plan.  You will note that if you wish to attend Sunday worship in 
person, you must register in advance.  The registration maybe done from the parish website:  
www.stjohnspeterborough.ca.  Click on the link in the Worship This Week section on the home 
page.  Please print your ticket and bring it with you.  A limited number of seats are being reserved 
for those who do not have internet access and visitors. 
 
If you are not ready to return to in-person worship at this time, don’t worry.  Our live-stream will 
continue permanently so you can continue to join in worship from the safety and comfort of your 
home.  It will remain on Facebook Live, streaming just before 10:00 each Sunday at 
www.facebook.com/StJohnsPtbo.  Don’t forget to download the order of service beforehand so you 

can follow along from www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/worship/order-of-service.  If you choose to 
remain home now, as we are now allowed to celebrate Eucharist and conduct pastoral visits again, if 
you would like to receive Communion, please let me know. 
 
It has been a long time since we have been able to gather together.  I know many of you are eager to 
return, even with the constraints we have.  I also know that many of you are reluctant to return at 
this point, and that is alright.  No one must feel that they need to return until they are ready.  We 
will continue to pray for and support one another as best as we can in each situation. 
 
With every blessing, 
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