PALM SUNDAY AT HOME, 2020

The members of the household gather, with palms or other greenery. Different people may take turns reading the
part of the Leader.
Leader
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
All
Hosanna in the highest.
Leader
Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of our
Lord’s paschal mystery. On this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered the holy city of Jerusalem in
triumph. The people welcomed him with palms and shouts of praise, but the path before him led to
self-giving, suffering, and death. Today we greet him as our King, although we know his crown is
thorns and his throne a cross. We follow him this week from the glory of the palms to the glory of the
resurrection by way of the dark road of suffering and death. United with him in his suffering on the
cross, may we share his resurrection and new life.
Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully with your help, Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy into the
celebration of those mighty acts whereby you give us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Reader
People
Reader
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he
sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says
to you, “Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it back here
immediately.”’ They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were
untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ They told

them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who
followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is
the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ Then he entered
Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it was already
late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
The Gospel of Christ.
People
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Leader
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Leader
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader
It is right to praise you, almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed
us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. The Hebrews acclaimed Jesus as Messiah and King, with
palm branches in their hands, crying, Hosanna in the highest. May we also, carrying these emblems,
go forth to meet Christ and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in
glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
Leader
Let us go forth in peace.
People
In the name of Christ. Amen.
You are encouraged to find a way to create your own palm procession, in the backyard, on the street, in a nearby
park, or anywhere that the witness and symbol of the palms may be seen (from a safe distance!) by others.
As you process, feel free to sing! If you remember last year’s song, “Ride on, King Jesus,” that’s a good choice:
Ride on, King Jesus! No one can a-hinder me!
Ride on, King Jesus, ride on! No one can a-hinder me.
Or you can just shout “Hosanna!”, or one or more people can read Psalm 118:
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *
his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let Israel now proclaim, *
”His mercy endures for ever
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord.
20 ”This is the gate of the Lord; *
he who is righteous may enter.”
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
and have become my salvation.
22 The same stone which the builders rejected *
has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing, *

and it is marvellous in our eyes.
24 On this day the Lord has acted; *
we will rejoice and be glad in it.
25 Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! *
Lord, send us now success.
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; *
we bless you from the house of the Lord.
27 God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; *
form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.
28 ”You are my God, and I will thank you; *
you are my God, and I will exalt you.”
29 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *
his mercy endures for ever.
When you have finished your procession, pray this prayer:
Leader
Almighty God, whose Son was crucified yet entered into glory, may we, walking in the
way of the cross, find it is for us the way of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

