
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 4th—The 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

A Service of the Word in the Season of Creation 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the 

traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original inhabitants and stewards of this part 
of the Creation, on whose land and by whose waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, 
listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

The Penitential Rite 
Officiant Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, 

and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of the world.  Silence. 

 
God of all mercy, 

People We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of your creation.  We are sorry for the 

times when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully.  We enjoy the fruits of the 

harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.  We belong to a people who are full 

and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry.  We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the 

world you have made.  We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no 

heaven.  Father, in your mercy:  forgive us and help us. 

  
Officiant Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive you your 

sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the joy of God’s 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen. 

 

Introductory Responses 
Officiant Consider the birds of the air; they do not sow or gather into barns, 

All yet our heavenly Father feeds them. 

 
Officiant Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil nor spin,  

All yet even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

 



Officiant Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 

All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

Reader A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an 
idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is 
in the water under the earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for 
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
Six days you shall labour and do all your work. Honour your father and your mother, so that your days 
may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not 
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. You 
shall not covet your neighbour's house; you shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or male or female 
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to neighbour. When all the people witnessed the 
thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and 
trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, "You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let 
God speak to us, or we will die." Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come only 
to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin."  

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  19 
The Officiant and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 

Officiant The heavens declare the glory of God, * 

  and the firmament shows his handiwork.  

People One day tells its tale to another, * 

    and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

Officiant Although they have no words or language, * 

    and their voices are not heard, 

People Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 

    and their message to the ends of the world. 

Officiant In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 

    it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

People It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; * 

    nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

Officiant The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; * 

    the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

People The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; * 

    the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

Officiant The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; * 

    the judgements of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

People More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 

    sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

Officiant By them also is your servant enlightened, * 

    and in keeping them there is great reward. 



People Who can tell how often he offends? * 

    cleanse me from my secret faults. 

Officiant Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; * 

    then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offence. 

People Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * 

    O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

 

Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 

If anyone has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a 
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet 
whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have 
already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory 
Officiant God has spoken to us through his Son: 

All through whom he created the worlds.  
 

Officiant Lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are ripe for harvesting.  

All Gather the fruit for eternal life. 
 

Officiant Shine your light on us, O God, 

All as we gather around your Word. 
 

Duet “Be Still, for the Presence of the Lord”—Alex and Emma Meinhardt 
  Words by David Evans, arr. Richard Shepard 
 

Gospel  Matthew 21:33-46 
Officiant A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

 Jesus said, "Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he 
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' So they seized him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?" They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time." Jesus said to them, "Have you never 
read in the scriptures: 'The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the 
Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this 
stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls." When the chief priests and 



the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest 
him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.  

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows the Sermon. 

 

Affirmation of Faith and the Baptismal Covenant 
Officiant Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant. 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers. 

 

I will persevere in resisting evil and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord. 

 

I will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. 

 

I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbours as myself. 

 

I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. 

 

I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life of 

the Earth.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Officiant The Church is the vineyard of the Lord, with all of its needs and problems:  growing the grapes, 

making the wine, managing the Lord’s work.  With confidence, let us pray to the Lord of the vineyard. 
 

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; the Anglican Communion; Linda, our Primate; Anne, our 
Metropolitan; and Andrew and Riscylla, our bishops; for this holy gathering and for the people of God 
in every place.  May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts 

All be acceptable in your sight, O Lord. 

 
Officiant Loving God, guide your Church into ways of spiritual beauty and gracious wisdom.  May your word 

be spoken out with passion and heard with humility and joy.  Sustain and feed us so that we bear fruit 
in abundance.  May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts 

All be acceptable in your sight, O Lord. 

 
Officiant Loving God, may justice and righteousness flourish in this neighbourhood, this country, this world.  

Bless those who work to right what is wrong and mediate where there is conflict.  Raise up leaders who 
are happy to serve and protect them from power’s corruption.  May the words of our mouths and the 
meditations of our hearts 

All be acceptable in your sight, O Lord. 

 

 



Officiant Loving God, we thank you for the nurturing we have received, and pray for our children and young 

people as they grow.  Protect them from evil and strengthen them in faith; may they continue to be 
yours for ever.  May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts 

All be acceptable in your sight, O Lord. 

 
Officiant Loving God, give comfort and healing to all who are in any kind of need, sorrow, or pain; especially 

those who are suffering in this renewed wave of the pandemic.  May they sense your reassuring 
presence and know that you are there with them, wherever their journey takes them.  May the words of 
our mouths and the meditations of our hearts 

All be acceptable in your sight, O Lord. 
 

Officiant Loving God, we pray for those who have died to this earthly life, and now see you face to face.  We 

remember your mercy and commit our loved ones to the safety of your keeping.  May the words of our 
mouths and the meditations of our hearts 

All be acceptable in your sight, O Lord. 

 
Officiant Loving God, we thank you for all the care and attention that you lavish on us; make us worthy of our 

calling and continue your ongoing work in us.  May the words of our mouths and the meditations of 
our hearts 

All be acceptable in your sight, O Lord. 

 
Officiant Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St John the Evangelist, St Barnabas 

the Apostle, and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 

All To you, O Lord. 

 
Officiant Lord of the harvest, we pray that the global Christian community may fulfil your Son’s prayer and that 

we may soon be one in the name of Christ as he is in you, his Father, in the Holy Spirit, now and for 
ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Officiant Almighty God, you have built your Church on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

Christ himself being the chief cornerstone.  Join us together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we 
may become a holy temple, acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements & Offering 
 Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is continuing.  As 
part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St John’s work and witness.  You can 
visit www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, 
or scan the QR Code to the left with your mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

 

 

 



The Blessing 

 

Hymn 631—The Kingdom of God Is Justice and Joy Paderborn 

   

 The kingdom of God is justice and joy,  

for Jesus restores what sin would destroy, 

God’s power and glory in Jesus we know,  

and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

 

 The kingdom of God is mercy and grace;  

the captives are freed, the sinners find place. 

The outcasts are welcomed God’s banquet to share,  

and hope is awakened in place of despair. 

 

 The kingdom of God is challenge and choice; 

believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 

His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross, 

our crisis of judgement for gain and for loss. 

 

 God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal, 

in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 

The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, 

and all things cry “Glory!” to God All in All. 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 

Go in peace to love and serve God by loving and serving others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to attend a Virtual Coffee Hour 

on the internet at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Liturgy from the Book of Alternative Services (Toronto:  Anglican Church of Canada, 1985); “Trial Use Collects for Years A, B, & C and Seasonal 
Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016); “Morning and 

Evening Prayer for Ordinary Time” (Toronto:  the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016); and “Let All Things Their Creator Bless”: Liturgy for Use 

During the Season of Creationtide, adapted, Diocese of Guildford.  Hymn 631 from Common Praise (Toronto:  Anglican Church of Canada, 1998).  

Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989). 


