
Harvest Thanksgiving 

October 11th, 2020—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”, Daniel Berghout  
The Congregation stands as the Presider approaches the altar. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Presider We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

Opening Acclamation 
Presider Come to God, giver of life and love. 

People Amen—we are here. 

Presider Give to God all that has been given to you. 

People Amen—we give as we have received. 

Presider Raise your voices to sing of God’s goodness. 

People Amen—we sing praise for all God has done. 

 

Summary of the Law  
Presider Our Lord Jesus Christ said:  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 

soul, all your mind, and all your strength.”  And, “Love your neighbour as yourself.”  
These words sum up all the law and the prophets. 

All Make this love our seal and sign. 

 

Confession and Absolution  
Presider We confess the times when we fail to recognise you, the times when we seek to limit 

you, the times when we do not acknowledge you: 

All Lord, forgive us. 

 
Presider We confess that we take you for granted; we do not see you in the harvest, we do not 

see you in our work, we do not see you in our productivity: 

All Lord, forgive us. 
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Presider Because we do not see you, because we limit you, we fail you.  We fail you in our 

relationships with each other, with creation, with yourself; in our stewardship of time, 
money, creation, the Gospel; in our response to all that you are and all that you do: 

All Lord, forgive us. 

 
Presider Refresh our souls, O God, that we may have a new heart for you, a new heart for each 

other, a new heart for your created order: 

All Lord, empower us. 

 
Presider Teach us anew who you are, that we may respond to you in generosity, in caring for 

each other, in caring for your world, in caring for you: 

All Lord, empower us. 

 
Presider May harvest be a sign for us not only that you covenant with us, but that we covenant 

with you to be good, generous, and faithful stewards of all that you entrust to us: 

All Lord, empower us. 

 
Presider Through God’s Holy Spirit the face of the earth is renewed, our sins are forgiven and 

we are raised to new life. 

All Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Presider Creator of the fruitful earth, you made us stewards of all things.  Give us grateful hearts 

for all your goodness, and steadfast wills to use your bounty well, that the whole 
human family, today and in generations to come, may with us give thanks for the riches 
of your creation.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All Amen. 

 
The Congregation sits at the conclusion of the prayer. 

 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Joel 2:21-27 
Reader A reading from the book of Joel. 

 
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! Do not fear, 
you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its 
fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield. O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in 
the Lord your God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured 
down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing-floors 
shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the 
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years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my 
great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise 
the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people 
shall never again be put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and 
that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again 
be put to shame. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  65 
The Leader and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 

Leader You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 

    to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem.  

People To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 

    because of their transgressions. 

Leader Our sins are stronger than we are, * 

    but you will blot them out. 

People Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 

    they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple. 

Leader Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, * 

    O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are far away. 

People You make fast the mountains by your power; * 

    they are girded about with might. 

Leader You still the roaring of the seas, * 

    the roaring of their waves, and the clamour of the peoples. 

People Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvellous signs; * 

    you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.  

Leader You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; * 

    the river of God is full of water. 

People You prepare the grain, * 

    for so you provide for the earth. 

Leader You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 

    with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

People You crown the year with your goodness, * 

    and your paths overflow with plenty. 
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Leader May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 

    and the hills be clothed with joy. 

People May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 

and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 

    let them shout for joy and sing. 
  

Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Reader A reading from the First Letter of Timothy. 

 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
should be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is 
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator 
between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a 
ransom for all—this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald 
and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith 
and truth. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
The Congregation stands for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

 

Gospel  Matthew 6:25-33 
Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Gospeller Jesus said, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what 

you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 

the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 
than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And 
why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like 
one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 
faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or 
“What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed 
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your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Sermon  
The Congregation sits for the sermon.  A silence for reflection follows the sermon.  If you missed part of the 

sermon or would like to listen to it again, it will be posted on our website in the Worship section. 
 

Please stand when the Presider stands. 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

Presider Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

All We believe in God, whose goodness is more than enough for all:  filling the universe 

with gifts of love and resounding through our lives in praise.  We will take hold of 

all that God gives with reverence and joy; we will make God known in the breaking 

of bread, we will share the life-giving wine, so that all may see and experience 

God’s love. 

 We believe in Jesus the Christ, God’s greatest gift of all:  who takes the smallest of 

seeds, a mere whisper of faith, and brings forth a harvest of good things.  We will 

take all that Christ has given us; our gifts, our talents, our very selves, so that Christ 

can walk our streets once more. 

 We believe in God’s Spirit of Truth, bringing to fruition all that has been given:  

gentle as a breeze or shocking as a storm, we will allow God’s gifts to be stirred to 

life in us; breathing, laughing, living in our world, so all may know of God’s harvest 

of Love. 

 Alleluia! Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
The Prayers of the People are offered by members of the congregation. 

They reflect the needs and concerns of the local church and community, 
and of people in various kinds of need, sickness, or adversity throughout the world. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
Presider Those who sow in peace shall reap a harvest of joy and love. 

We are met in Christ’s name. 

All Let us share his peace. 

 
The Peace is exchanged with words alone as a symbol of our reconciliation with our neighbour before 

approaching the altar.  Please do not shake hands or move from your place. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  
 
At the Offertory, gifts of bread and wine, signs of the fruit of human labour, are brought to the altar to be 
transformed  into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, signs of God’s love for the world.  The money offering, a 
sign of our gratitude for God’s blessing of our lives, collected before the liturgy, is blessed. 
If you are participating in worship online, please consider making your offering through one of the means 
available at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate. 

 

Offertory Music “For the Beauty of the Earth”, Conrad Kocher  
 

The Congregation may sit during the Offertory and stand when the Presider indicates. 

 

Blessing of the Altar Frontal 
Donors We present to you this altar frontal to be set apart for the service of Christ’s holy 

Church. 
 

Presider All things come from you, O Lord; 

All And from your own gifts do we give to you. 

Presider Prosper the work of our hands; 

All Prosper our handiwork. 

Presider Show your servants your works; 

All And your splendour to their children. 

 

Presider Almighty God, we thank you that you have put it into the hearts of your people to 

make offerings for your service, and have been pleased to accept their gifts.  Be with us 
now and bless us as we set apart this frontal to your praise and glory and in memory of 
Lyman Harding. 

 

 This is the offering which you shall receive from the people:  gold, silver, and bronze, 
blue and purple and scarlet cloth, and finely woven linen. 

 
 O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness: 

All You are clothed with majesty and splendour. 

 
Presider Let us pray.  (Silence)  O glorious God, all your works proclaim your perfect beauty:  

accept our offering of this frontal, and grant that it may adorn this sanctuary and show 
forth your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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Prayer over the Gifts 
Presider Beloved God, you spread before us a table of plenty, and give us the cup of new life to 

drink.  Receive all we offer this day with our grateful thanks and praise, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer  
Presider May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up to God. 

 
Presider Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 

People It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
 

Presider Indeed it is right to give you thanks and praise, O God:  out of chaos and darkness you 

have created light and an abundance of life.  From the depths of winter, the new life of 
spring, and the warmth of summer, you have brought forth a harvest of bounty.  Your 
world is indeed good.  Through your Son, who lived and toiled, wept and laughed 
among us, you were one with us in human flesh.  You sent your Spirit to bring new life 
to tired bones and souls, causing living water to spring from dry, thirsty places and a 
putting new song on our lips.  So, together with all your saints and angels, with 

prophets and martyrs, the living and the departed, we sing to you a hymn of unending 
praise: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Presider Glory and honour to you, God our life, for the gift of Jesus our Lord.  Christ is the first 

fruit of your creation, with you before time, bringing all to completion through his 
death on a cross.  By your power you raised him:  evil can never overcome your love.  
You set us free to be your body, serving you in the world. 
 
On the night before he died, knowing that his time had come, while at supper with his 
disciples, Jesus took bread, gave you thanks, and broke it, saying: “Take, eat.  This is 
my Body, broken for you.” 
 

 After supper he took the cup, gave you thanks, and gave it to them, saying:  “Drink 
this, all of you.  This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for 
all, for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this to remember me.” 
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All We do now what Christ taught us:  we remember his death and resurrection and 

look forward to that day when all will be complete in him. 

 We offer ourselves and all that we are:  our gifts and talents, our strengths and 

weaknesses, to the glory and honour of your name. 

 
Presider Send your Holy Spirit upon us, most loving God, and upon this bread and wine, so that 

they may become for us Christ’s body and blood, a sharing of your life in the world. 
With all people and your whole creation we give you thanks and praise, through the 
Son and in the Spirit, now and forever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Presider Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of wheat, whose many grains we have 

gathered and made into this one bread. 

All So may your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
 

Presider The gifts of God for the People of God. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Presider Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, 

in communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet 
present with us now.  In this Eucharist, many are made one. 

 

Communion 
Jesus is the Host who invites us to share his Table.  All those who are baptised in any tradition are welcome to 
receive Communion.  For those present in person, please come forward to receive according to the direction that 
is given.  For those who are present in spirit, the following prayer may be said to make a spiritual Communion. 

 I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit.  In this moment I join with them to receive you 
in my heart, and in our community.  May you, enthroned on the altar, be now 
enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; 
may you, who give yourself to us again, fill us with grace and heavenly blessing.  Even 
as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, 
that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth 
as it is heaven.  Amen.  
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 Music during Communion:  “At the Table of the Lord”, Jay Althouse 
                                                Sung by Emily Deck 

 At the table of the Lord bread is broken.  At the table of the Lord we are fed. 
We remember now the words that Christ has spoken:  “This is my body” he said. 
At the table of the Lord, in thanksgiving.  We have come to drink the wine which is poured. 
We remember him, who died for us, now living.  We remember Christ, our Lord. 
At the table of the Lord we are meeting.  In communion we are many in one. 
For wherever we are gathered, there our Lord will be, at the table of our Lord, we shall be free. 

 

 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 

 
Please stand at the conclusion of the announcements. 
Having been fed with the spiritual food of our Lord, 

we now prepare to be sent into the world to share the light and life of God. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Presider All your works praise you, O Lord, 

All and your faithful servants bless you. 

Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

May we, who share his body, live his risen life; 

we, who drink his cup, bring life to others; 

we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so that we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Presider offers the blessing; the congregation responds, “Amen.” 

 

Dismissal 
Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord of the harvest! 

All Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude    Toccata, Symphony for Organ No. 5 in F minor, Op. 42, No. 1, C-M. Widor 

 

 
The Coffee Hour will be online from 11:00 to noon at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee 
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Julie Deck 
Chimes John Earnshaw 
Server Ian Storey 
Reader   Ian Storey 
Intercessor   The Rev. Miriam Stroud 
Greeters & Sidespeople Jennifer Passmore 

 

 

 

 

The flowers in the church are given to the glory of God 

in thanksgiving for our return to in-person worship 

and for the 60th anniversary of the commissioning of Ian Storey 

as a Server at the altar. 

The liturgy is from “A Liturgy for Harvest Thanksgiving” from St Paul’s Cathedral, Dundee (the Scottish Episcopal Church), used 

with permission.  And from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican 

Church of Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the 
General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial 

Use Collects for Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group 
of the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989).  Music is 

from Common Praise (1998) or copied under CCLI # 2281450  or OneLicense # A-729171.  “At the Table of the Lord, CCLI Song 

# 3634279, Words and Music by Jay Althouse © 2002, 2005 Hope Publishing Company, all rights reserved. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 

 

The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Terry Noble 
Associate Priest 

 

The Rev. Ruth Adams 
The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 

The Rev. Steve Smith 
Honorary Assistants 

 

The Rev. Christian Harvey 

The Rev. Bev Thompson 
Deacons 

 

Ms. Julie Deck 
Director of Music 

 
 

Director of Family Ministries 
 

Ms. Jennifer Passmore 

Mr. Jim Weldon 
Churchwardens 

 

Mrs. Mickey Bongers 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 

stjohnspeterborough.ca 
 

www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 

snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 
finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 

facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


