
The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

November 8th, 2020—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude  Andantino in G minor, Cesar Franck  
 

The Congregation stands as the Presider approaches the altar. 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
Presider We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

Collect for Purity 
Presider Almighty God, 

All to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison 

All Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Presider Brighten your Church, O God, with the promise of your kingdom, and waken our 

hearts to its light.  Bid us hasten with faith undimmed to greet the bridegroom’s return 
and join the wedding feast.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 

 
The Congregation sits at the conclusion of the prayer. 
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Reader A reading from the Book of Joshua. 

 
 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the 

heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 
And Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago 
your ancestors Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor lived beyond the Euphrates and 
served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led 

him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. Now therefore revere 
the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your 
ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are 
unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord." 
Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve 
other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. 

He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through 
whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who 
lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God." But Joshua 
said to the people, "You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous 
God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and 
serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having 
done you good." And the people said to Joshua, "No, we will serve the Lord!" Then 
Joshua said to the people, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen 
the Lord, to serve him." And they said, "We are witnesses." He said, "Then put away 
the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of 
Israel." The people said to Joshua, "The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will 
obey." So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and 
ordinances for them at Shechem.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  78:1-7 
The Leader and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 
Leader  Hear my teaching, O my people;* 

    incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
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People  I will open my mouth in a parable, * 

    I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

Leader That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers have told us, * 

    we will not hide from their children. 

People We will recount to generations to come 

the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 

    and the wonderful works he has done. 

Leader He gave his decrees to Jacob and established a law for Israel, * 

    which he commanded them to teach their children; 

People That the generations to come might know, and the children yet unborn; * 

    that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

Leader So that they might put their trust in God, * 

    and not forget the deeds of God, but keep his commandments. 
  

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Reader A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. 

 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, 
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, 
who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have 
died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with 
the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with 

them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words.  

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
The Congregation stands for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

 

Gospel  Matthew 25:1-13 

Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Gospeller Jesus said, "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their 

lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.' Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said 
to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the wise replied, 
'No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and 
buy some for yourselves.' And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 
Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us.' But he replied, 
'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the 
day nor the hour." 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Sermon  
The Congregation sits for the sermon.  A silence for reflection follows the sermon.  If you missed part of the 

sermon or would like to listen to it again, it will be posted on our website in the Worship section. 
 

Please stand when the Presider stands. 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
Presider Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant. 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 

and in the prayers. 

 

I will persevere in resisting evil and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to 

the Lord. 
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I will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. 

 

I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbours as myself. 

 

I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being. 

 

I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain, and 

renew the life of the Earth.  Amen. 

  

The Prayers of the People 
The Prayers of the People are offered by members of the congregation. 

They reflect the needs and concerns of the local church and community, 
and of people in various kinds of need, sickness, or adversity throughout the world. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Presider As we acknowledge our human frailty, we call to mind our sins of word, deed, and 

omissions, and confess them before God our Father.  Silence. 

 

God of all mercy, 

All giver of light and grace, we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, in 

what we have thought, in what we have said and done, through ignorance, through 

weakness, through our own deliberate fault.  We have wounded your love, and 

marred your image in us.  We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins.  For 

the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past; and 

lead us out from darkness to walk as children of light.  Amen. 

  
Presider Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 

deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep in 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

 
The Peace is exchanged with words alone as a symbol of our reconciliation with our neighbour before 

approaching the altar.  Please do not shake hands or move from your place. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  
 
At the Offertory, gifts of bread and wine, signs of the fruit of human labour, are brought to the altar to be 
transformed  into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, signs of God’s love for the world.  The money offering, a 
sign of our gratitude for God’s blessing of our lives, collected before the liturgy, is blessed. 
If you are participating in worship online, please consider making your offering through one of the means 
available at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate. 

 

Offertory Music Intermezzo, Opus 116, No. 2, Johannes Brahms  
 

The Congregation may sit during the Offertory and stand when the Presider indicates. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Presider Beloved God, you spread before us a table of plenty, and give us the cup of new life to 

drink.  Receive all we offer this day with our grateful thanks and praise, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer  
Presider May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up to God. 

 
Presider Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Presider It is indeed right to thank you and praise you, holy and gracious God, creator of all 

things, ruler of heaven and earth, sustainer of life, for you are the source of all 
goodness, rich in mercy and abounding in love; you are faithful to your people in every 
generation, and your word endures for ever. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, with the fellowship of saints and the company of 
heaven, we glorify your holy name, evermore praising you and singing, 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Presider We praise you, merciful Father, not as we ought, but as we are able, because in your 

tender love you gave the world your only Son, in order that the world might be saved 
through him.  He made you known by taking the form of a servant, healing the sick, 
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liberating the oppressed, reaching out to the lost. 
 
Betrayed, reviled, and nailed to the cross, he confronted the power of sin and disarmed 
it for ever.  In his offering of himself, he became the perfect and sufficient sacrifice for 
the sins of the whole world.  Redeemed by Christ, we have been adopted as your 
children; by your pardon you have made us worthy to praise you. 
 
On the night he was betrayed, Jesus, at supper with his friends, took bread, gave you 
thanks, broke the bread, gave it to them, and said, “Take and eat:  this is my body 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  After supper he took the 
cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this all 
of you:  this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
In obedience to him and with grateful hearts we approach your holy table, 
remembering our Saviour’s sacrifice, and rejoicing in his victory.  Confident in his 
sovereign purpose, we declare our faith. 

All Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

Presider Send your Holy Spirit on us that as we receive this bread and this cup we may partake 

of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and feed on him in our hearts by faith 
with thanksgiving.  May we be renewed in his risen life, filled with love, and 
strengthened in our will to serve others; and make of our lives, we pray, a pure and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to you, knitting us together as one in your Son Jesus Christ, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and forever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Presider “I am the bread of life,” says the Lord.  “Whoever comes to me will never be 

hungry; whoever believes in me will never thirst.” 

All Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who trust in him! 
 

Presider The gifts of God for the People of God. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Presider Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, 

in communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet 
present with us now.  In this Eucharist, many are made one. 

 

Communion 
Jesus is the Host who invites us to share his Table.  All those who are baptised in any tradition are welcome to 
receive Communion.  For those present in person, please come forward to receive according to the direction that 
is given.  For those who are present in spirit, the following prayer may be said to make a spiritual Communion. 

 I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit.  In this moment I join with them to receive you 
in my heart, and in our community.  May you, enthroned on the altar, be now 
enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; 
may you, who give yourself to us again, fill us with grace and heavenly blessing.  Even 
as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, 
that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth 
as it is heaven.  Amen.  

 
 Music during Communion “Thou Art the Way”, Op. 39, Christopher Steel 
  Sung by Alex Meinhardt 
 Thou art the way: by thee alone from sin and death we flee; 

 and he who would the Father seek must seek him, Lord by thee. 
Thou art the truth: thy word alone true wisdom can impart; 
 thou only canst inform the mind and purify the heart. 
Thou art the life: proclaims the conquering arm; 
 and those who trust in thee nor death nor hell shall harm. 
Thou art the way, the truth, the life:  grant us that way to know; 
 that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys eternal flow.   

 

 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 
 

Please stand at the conclusion of the announcements. 
Having been fed with the spiritual food of our Lord, 

we now prepare to be sent into the world to share the light and life of God. 
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Prayer after Communion 
Presider All your works praise you, O Lord, 

All and your faithful servants bless you. 

Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

May we, who share his body, live his risen life; 

we, who drink his cup, bring life to others; 

we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so that we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Presider offers the blessing; the congregation responds, “Amen.” 

 

Dismissal 
Presider Go in peace to love and serve God by loving and serving others. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude    Finale in F from Symphonie No.4, C-M Widor  

 

 

 
The Coffee Hour will be online from 11:00 to noon at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee 
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Julie Deck 
Chimes John Earnshaw 
Server Cathy Brunger 
Reader   Walter Howell 
Intercessor   The Rev. Miriam Stroud 
Greeters & Sidespeople Jill Adams & Joyce Kane 
 
 
 

The flowers in the church are given to the glory of God 

and in loving memory of Art and Pat Collins, two proud Canadian veterans 

from Kathy Werling and her brothers and their children. 

 

 

 

 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989).  Music is from Common 

Praise (1998) or copied under CCLI # 2281450  or OneLicense # A-729171. 
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Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


