
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 9th, 2021—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude   

 

The Greeting 
Presider Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

Presider May his grace and peace be with you. 

People May he fill our hearts with joy. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

Presider We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

Hymn 442—Great God, Your Love Has Called Us Here St Petersburg 
 
  Great God, your love has called us here as we, by love, for love were made. 

Your living likeness still we bear, though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed. 
We come, with all our heart and mind your call to hear, your love to find. 
 
We come with self-inflicted pains of broken trust and chosen wrong; 
half-free, half-bound by inner chains; by social forces swept along, 
by powers and systems close confined; yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 
Great God, in Christ you call our name and then receive us as your own 
not through some merit, right, or claim, but by your gracious love alone. 
We strain to glimpse your mercy seat and find you kneeling at our feet. 
 
Then take the towel, and break the bread, and humble us, and call us friends. 
Suffer and serve till all are fed, and show how grandly love intends 
to work till all creation sings, to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 
 
Great God, in Christ you set us free your life to live, your joy to share. 
Give us your Spirit's liberty to turn from guilt and dull despair 
and offer all that faith can do while love is making all things new. 
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Opening Responses 
Presider Let us praise our God 

All who has given us life and hope by raising Jesus from the dead. 

Presider Let us rejoice, then, even in our distress. 

All We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears. 

Presider O God, you have claimed us as your own 

All and called us from our darkness into the light of your day. 

Presider Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

All The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  

 

Collect of the Day 

Presider Faithful God, make our hearts bold with love for one another.  Pour out your Spirit 

upon all people, so that we may live your justice and sing in praise the new song of 
your marvellous victory; through Jesus Christ our Saviour, who is alive and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Acts 10:44-48 

Reader A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 
 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he 
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay 
for several days.  
  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  Psalm 98 
The Leader and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 
Leader Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

    for he has done marvellous things. 
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People With his right hand and his holy arm * 

    has he won for himself the victory.  

Leader The LORD has made known his victory; * 

    his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.  

People He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

    and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.   

Leader Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

    lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  

People Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

    with the harp and the voice of song.   

Leader With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

    shout with joy before the King, the LORD.  

People Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

    the lands and those who dwell therein. 

Leader Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

    and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
    when he comes to judge the earth.  

People In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

    and the peoples with equity. 

 

Second Reading 1 John 5:1-6 

Reader A reading from the First Letter of John. 

 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we 
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is 
born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our 
faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 
of God? This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 
Spirit is the truth.  

  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 495—Should I Rehearse with Human Voice A Rosebud 
 
 Should I rehearse with human voice the words which angels make their choice, 

devoid of love, my song resounds, magnificent but empty. 
And should I preach with earnest tone and know whatever can be known 
and move the hills by faith alone—if I lack love I'm nothing. 
 
In love is patience always found, for love kind hearts make common ground, 
from love, conceit, and pride take flight and jealousy is banished. 
Love keeps no score of what's gone wrong nor sings a pessimistic song 
nor lets regret or guilt prolong, for love expects tomorrow. 
 
Let strange and startling language cease, let tongues their ecstasy release, 
let knowledge come and go in peace—these things are not eternal; 
for all the thought and skill we show are but a stage through which we grow 
till, face to face with God, we'll know that love which lasts forever. 

 

Gospel  John 15:9-17 
Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 
  

Gospeller Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not 
call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that 
I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed 
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another.” 

 
 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon.  If you missed part of the sermon 

or would like to listen to it again, it will be posted on our website in the Worship section. 
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The Nicene Creed 
Presider Let us confess our faith as we say, 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

The Peace 
Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
A sign of peace is shared with members of the assembly or household. 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

At the Offertory, gifts of bread and wine, signs of the fruit of human labour, are brought to the altar to be 
transformed  into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, signs of God’s love for the world.  The money offering, a 
sign of our gratitude for God’s blessing of our lives, collected before the liturgy, is blessed. 
If you are participating in worship online, please consider making your offering through one of the means 
available at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate 
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Prayer over the Gifts 
Presider God of grace, rejoicing in the resurrection of Jesus, we bring you the fruits of our 

labours and of the earth.  Accept all we offer you this day, and strengthen us in the new 
life you have given us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 
Presider May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up to God. 
 

Presider Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Presider Blessed are you, gracious God creator of heaven and earth, we give you thanks and 

praise for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 
paschal lamb who has taken away the sin of the world.  By his death he destroyed 
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us eternal life.  Therefore, joining 
our voices with the whole company of heaven, we sing our joyful hymn of praise to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

All:   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Presider We give thanks to you, Lord our God, Author of all being.  Your power sustains, your 

love restores, our broken world.  You are unceasingly at work, from chaos bringing 
order and filling emptiness with life.  Christ, raised from the dead, proclaims the dawn 
of hope.  He lives in us that we may walk in light.  Your Spirit is fire in us, your breath 
is power to purge our sin and warm our hearts to love. 
 
As children of your redeeming purpose, freed by him who burst from the tomb and 
opened the gate of life, we offer you our praise, for by the Cross eternal life is ours and 
death is swallowed up in victory.  In the first light of Easter glory broke from the tomb 
and changed the women's sorrow into joy.  From the Garden the mystery dawned that  
he whom they had loved and lost is with us now in every place for ever.  Making 
himself known in the breaking of the bread, speaking peace to the fearful disciples, 
welcoming weary fishermen on the shore, he renewed the promise of his presence and 
of new birth in the Spirit who sets the seal of freedom on your beloved children. 

  
Before he was given up to suffering and death, recalling the night of Israel's release, the 
night in which slaves walked free, at supper with his disciples he took bread and offered 
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you thanks.  He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying:  “Take, eat.  This is my 
Body: it is broken for you.”  After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and 
gave it to them saying:  “Drink this, all of you.  This is my Blood of the new covenant; 
it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 
 
Therefore, Father, according to his command: 

All We remember his death, 

we proclaim his resurrection, 

we await his coming in glory, 

 
Presider and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving and with it ourselves:  a single, 

holy living sacrifice.  Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us 
 and upon this bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, they 

may be the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled with the fire of your 
love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
 
Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your 
praise and glory; may we grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new 
creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, St John the 
Evangelist, St Barnabas the Apostle, the apostles and prophets, and of all our beloved 
ones living and departed. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider Rejoicing in God’s new creation, and gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray as our Saviour taught us: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
Presider Lord, we died with you on the cross. 

All Now we are raised to new life. 

Presider We were buried in your tomb. 

All Now we share in your resurrection. 
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Presider Live in us that we may live in you. 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 
Presider Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, in 

communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present 
with us now.  In this Eucharist, many are made one. 

 
The Congregation sits. 

 

Communion 
 For those who are present in spirit, the following prayer may be said to make a spiritual Communion. 

 I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit.  In this moment I join with them to receive you 
in my heart, and in our community.  May you, enthroned on the altar, be now 
enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; 
may you, who give yourself to us again, fill us with grace and heavenly blessing.  Even 
as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, 
that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth 
as it is heaven.  Amen. 

 

Music During Communion  
 

 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Presider All your works praise you, O Lord, 

All and your faithful servants bless you. 

Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

May we, who share his body, live his risen life; 

we, who drink his cup, bring life to others; 

we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so that we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Blessing 

 

Hymn 418—Draw the Circle Wide Browning 
 
 Refrain Draw the circle wide.  Draw it wider still. 

 Let this be our song, no one stands alone, 
 standing side by side, draw the circle wide. 
 
God the still-point of the circle, ‘round whom all creation turns; 
nothing lost, but held forever, in God’s gracious arms.  Refrain 
 

Let our hearts touch far horizons, so encompass great and small; 
let our loving know no borders, faithful to God’s call.  Refrain 

 
Let the dreams we dream be larger, than we’ve ever dreamed before; 
let the dream of Christ be in us, open every door.  Refrain 

 

Dismissal 
Presider Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Go in peace to love and serve God and God’s people! 
All 

 

Postlude     

 

 
The Coffee Hour meets online at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee between 11:00 and noon. 

http://www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Julie Deck 
  
 
 
 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from “Pray Without Ceasing:  Morning and Evening Prayer for the Seasons of the Church 

Year” (Toronto:  the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  Eucharistic Prayer adapted from the Scottish Liturgy (1982), 

1996 revision used with permission.  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989).  Music is from Common 

Praise (1998) or copied under CCLI # 2281450  or OneLicense # A-729171.  Hymns:  from Common Praise, in the public domain.  

“Great God, Your Love Has Called Us Here”, CCLI Song # 271498, Words by Brian Wren © 1977, 1995 Hope Publishing Co, all 
rights reserved; Music in the public domain.  “Should I Rehearse with Human Voice”, Words 1 Cor 13, paraphrase by John Bell; 
Music melody Scottish tradition, arr. by John Bell © 1988 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland), used with permission under 

OneLicense.  “Draw the Circle Wide”, Words and Music by Gordon Light © 1994 Common Cup Company, used with permission 
under OneLicense. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 
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stjohnspeterborough.ca 
 

www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 
finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


