
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, May 31st 

Pentecost 

A Service of the 

Word 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga 

Anishinaabe, adjacent to the territory of the Haudenosaunee, on whose land and by whose waters we 
gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our 
Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

All The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 
Officiant Be with us, Spirit of God; 

All nothing can separate us from your love. 

 
Officiant Breathe on us, breath of God; 

All fill us with your saving power. 

 
Officiant Speak in us, wisdom of God; 

All bring strength, healing, and peace. 

 
Officiant Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord and we have walked with 

him through his journey of love.  We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross.  We 
have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death.  We have enjoyed his risen presence with us 
and his revelation of himself through the breaking of bread.  We have seen his return to the throne 
before which every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord.  And now, with the 
followers of his own time, we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people, 
through whom we make Christ known to the world. 

 
 
 
 
 



Praise 647—Spirit of the Living God Living God 
 

 Spirit of the living God, move among us all; 

make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love: 

humble, caring, selfless, sharing— 

Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love! 
 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 

break me, melt me, mould me, fill me— 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me! 

 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

The Pentecost Reading Acts 2:1-21 
Reader A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 
 The following passage is read in a variety of languages so that we might experience the many tongues of Pentecost:  

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people” (John 1:1-4). 

 
 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at this sound 

the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language 
of each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—
in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’  All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’  But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled 
with new wine.’  But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them:  ‘People of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, these 
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel:  “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon 
all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 
your old men shall dream dreams.  Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will 
pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs 
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon 
to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  Then everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 The Lord is here. 

People God’s Spirit is with us. 

 

Psalm  104:25-35, 37 
The Officiant and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 

Officiant O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 

    in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.  



People Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, * 

    creatures both small and great.  

Officiant There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, * 

    which you have made for the sport of it.  

People All of them look to you * 

    to give them their food in due season. 

Officiant You give it to them; they gather it; * 

    you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

People You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 

    you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust.  

Officiant You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 

    and so you renew the face of the earth. 

People May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 

    may the LORD rejoice in all his works.  

Officiant He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 

    he touches the mountains and they smoke.  

People I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 

    I will praise my God while I have my being. 

Officiant May these words of mine please him; * 

    I will rejoice in the LORD.  

People Bless the LORD, O my soul. * 

    Hallelujah!  

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
Reader A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 

No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is 
the same God who activates all of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good.  To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 
the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  
All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses.  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 The Lord is here. 

People God’s Spirit is with us. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel  John 7:37-39 
Officiant May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 
Officiant On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let anyone 

who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink.  As the scripture has said, “Out of 
the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.” ’  Now he said this about the Spirit, which 
believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 

Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows the Sermon. 

 

Song Spirit of Gentleness Spirit of Gentleness 
  

 Refrain: Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free. 

 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep; 

then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep. 

And over the æons you called to each thing; 

wake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.  Refrain 
 

You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand; 

and you goaded you people with a law and a land. 

And when they were blinded with their idols and lies; 

then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain 

 

You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill; 

then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still. 

And down in the city you called once again; 

when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  Refrain 

 

You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes; 

from the bondage of sorrow, the captives dream dreams. 

Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes; 

with bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 

 

Commissioning in the Spirit 
Officiant Blessed are you, sovereign God, overflowing in love.  With Pentecost dawns the age of the Spirit.  Now 

the flame of heaven rests on every believer.  Strong and weak, women and men tell out your word; the 
young receive visions, the old receive dreams.  With the new wine of the Spirit they proclaim your 
reign of love.  Amid the birth pangs of the new creation the way of light is made known.  Source of 
freedom, giver of life, blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

 
Officiant For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the powers of sin and death.  

We have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have prayed that the power that was at work when 
God raised Jesus from the dead might be at work in us.  As part of God’s Church here in Peterborough, 
and in the communities from which you come, I call upon you to live out what you proclaim. 
 



Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, trusting God to be your guide? 

People By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

Officiant Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love? 

People By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

Officiant Will you dare to share your riches in common and ministry to each other in need? 

People By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

Officiant Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the longings of God? 

People By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

Officiant Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places? 

People By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

Officiant The Lord is here. 

People God’s Spirit is with us. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Officiant In joy and thanksgiving for the Holy Spirit who comes to renew the life of the church and the world at 

Pentecost, let us pray to the Lord, answering “Lord, come to bless us” with “and fill us with your 
Spirit”. 

 Generous God, we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit.  We ask that we may be strengthened 
to serve you better.  Lord, come to bless us, 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 

Officiant We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit.  We ask you to make us wise to understand your 

will.  Lord, come to bless us, 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 

Officiant We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit.  We ask you to keep us confident of your love 

wherever you call us.  Lord, come to bless us, 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 

Officiant We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit.  We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness 

where there is division, sickness and sorrow.  Lord, come to bless us, 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 

Officiant We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit.  We ask you to equip us for the work which you have 

given us.  Lord, come to bless us, 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 

Officiant We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit.  We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus.  

Lord, come to bless us, 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 

Officiant We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, given us by the risen Lord.  We pray that the Holy 

Spirit may rest upon and bring healing power to those who are sick, especially __________; and that 
the Spirit may accompany the dying and the dead, especially __________, as they journey into your 
nearer presence.  We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, in the joy of eternal life.  
Lord, come to bless us, 

All and fill us with your Spirit. 

Officiant Generous God, you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the river Jordan, and upon the 

disciples in the upper room:  in your mercy fill us with your Spirit, hear our prayer, and make us one in 
heart and mind to serve you with joy for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

 



The Collect of the Day 
Officiant Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your holy fire; strengthen your children with the gift of 

faith, revive your Church with the breath of love, and renew the face of the earth, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one God, now and for ever.  

All Amen. 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant Being made one by the power of the Spirit, as our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Announcements & Offering 
Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is continuing.  As 
part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St John’s work and witness.  You can visit 
www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, or 
scan the QR Code to the left with your mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

 

The Blessing 
Officiant The Lord is here. 

People God’s Spirit is with us. 

 
Officiant Today we have remembered the coming of God’s power on the disciples and we invite that same Spirit 

to drive us out into the wild places of the world.  May the Spirit, who hovered over the waters when the 
world was created, breathe into you the life she gives.   May the Spirit, who overshadowed the Virgin 
when the eternal Son came among us, make you joyful in the service of the Lord.  May the Spirit, who 
set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, bring the world alive with the love of the risen 
Christ.  And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

Hymn 645—Come Down, O Love Divine Down Ampney 

 

 Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine 

and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

and let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, 

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

 

Let holy charity mine outward vesture be, 

and lowliness become mine inner clothing; 

true lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part, 

and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

 

 

 



And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass the power of human telling; 

for none can guess its grace, till they become the place 

wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.  

  

Dismissal 
Officiant Alleluia!  Filled with the Spirit’s power, go in the light and peace of Christ . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to attend a Virtual Coffee Hour 

on the internet at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Liturgy from the Book of Alternative Services (Toronto:  Anglican Church of Canada, 1985) and Common Worship: Times and Seasons (London:  

Church House Publishing, 2006); Hymns 645, 647, and 715 (Alleluia) from Common Praise (Toronto:  Anglican Church of Canada, 1998); Spirit of 

Gentleness, CCLI Song # 101393 Words and Music © James K. Manley, 1975, reproduced under CCLI License # 2281450.  All rights reserved.  Scripture 
quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989). 


