
Trinity Sunday / Refugee Sunday 

May 30th, 2021—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude  Prelude XVI—J.S. Bach 

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts: 

All the whole earth is full of God’s glory. 

Officiant Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength; ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name. 

All The whole earth is full of God’s glory. 

Officiant The Lord shall give strength to his people; 

All the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

Officiant Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts: 

All the whole earth is full of God’s glory. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

Hymn 9—Today I Awake Slithers of Gold 

 
 Today I awake and God is before me. 

At night, as I dreamt, he summoned the day; 
for God never sleeps, but patterns the morning 
with slithers of gold or glory in grey. 
 
Today I arise and Christ is beside me. 
He walked through the dark to scatter new light. 
Yes, Christ is alive, and beckons his people 

to hope and to heal, resist and invite. 
 
Today I affirm the Spirit within me 
at worship and work, in struggle and rest. 
The Spirit inspires all life which is changing 
from fearing to faith, from broken to blest. 
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Today I enjoy the Trinity round me, 
above and beneath, before and behind; 
the Maker, the Son, the Spirit together— 
they called me to life and call me their friend. 

 

Confession 
Officiant God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit.  Let us therefore 

put away all anger and bitterness, all slander and malice, and confess our sins to God 
our redeemer. 
 
Father, you come to meet us when we return to you:  Lord, have mercy. 

People Lord, have mercy. 

Officiant Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins:  Christ, have mercy. 

People Christ, have mercy. 

Officiant Spirit, you give us life and peace:  Lord, have mercy. 

People Lord, have mercy. 

 

The Peace 

Officiant Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 

Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The peace of the triune God be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
A sign of peace is shared with members of the assembly or household. 

 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Isaiah 6:1-8 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

 
 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; 

and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each 
had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, 

and with two they flew. And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” The pivots on the thresholds shook at 
the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is 
me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; 
yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” Then one of the seraphs flew to me, 
holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph 
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touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt 
has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”  

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  29 
The Officiant and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 
Officiant Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, * 

    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

People Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; * 

    worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.  

Officiant The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * 

    the LORD is upon the mighty waters.  

People The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; * 

    the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendour.  

Officiant The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; * 

    the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

People He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 

    and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox  

Officiant The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; 

the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; * 
    the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

People The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe * 

    and strips the forests bare. 

Officiant And in the temple of the LORD * 

    all are crying, “Glory!”  

People The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; * 

    the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.  

Officiant The LORD shall give strength to his people; * 

    the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.  
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Second Reading Romans 8:12-17 
Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 

 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may 
also be glorified with him. 

  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 436—I Bind Unto Myself Today St Patrick’s Breastplate/Deirdre 
 
 I bind unto myself today the strong name of the Trinity, 

by invocation of the same, the Three-in-One and One-in-Three. 
 
I bind this day to me for ever, by power of faith, Christ’s incarnation, 
his baptism in the Jordan river, his death on cross for my salvation. 
His bursting from the spicèd tomb, his riding up the heavenly way, 
his coming at the day of doom, I bind unto myself today. 
 
I bind unto myself today the virtues of the starlit heaven, 
the glorious sun’s life-giving ray, the whiteness of the moon at even, 
the flashing of the lightning free, the whirling wind’s tempestuous shocks, 
the stable earth, the deep salt sea, around the old eternal rocks. 
 
I bind unto myself today the power of God to hold and lead, 
his eye to watch, his might to stay, his ear to hearken to my need, 
the wisdom of my God to teach, his hand to guide, his shield to ward, 
the word of God to give me speech, his heavenly host to be my guard. 
 
Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me. 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 
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I bind unto myself the name, the strong name of the Trinity, 
by invocation of the same, the Three-in-One, and One-in-Three, 
of whom all nature hath creation, eternal Father, Spirit, Word. 
Praise to the Lord of my salvation; salvation is of Christ the Lord. 

 

Gospel  John 3:1-17 
Officiant May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 
  

Officiant Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus 

by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus 
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without 
being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after 
having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?” 
Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without 
being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 
The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? Very truly, I tell you, we 
speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 
testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, 
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.” 
 

 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon.  If you missed part of the sermon 

or would like to listen to it again, it will be posted on our website in the Worship section. 
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An Immigrant Apostles’ Creed 
Officiant Let us confess our faith as we say, 

All I believe in Almighty God, 

who guided the people in exile and in exodus, 

the God of Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon, 

the God of foreigners and immigrants. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, a displaced Galilean, 

who was born away from his people and his home, 

who fled his country with his parents when his life was in danger. 

When he returned to his own country 

he suffered under the oppression of Pontius Pilate, 

the servant of a foreign power. 

Jesus was persecuted, beaten, tortured and unjustly condemned to death. 

But on the third day Jesus rose from the dead, 

not as a scorned foreigner but to offer us citizenship in God’s kingdom. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the eternal immigrant from God’s kingdom among us, 

who speaks all languages, lives in all countries, and reunites all races. 

I believe that the Church is the secure home for foreigners and for all believers. 

I believe that the communion of saints begins 

when we embrace all God’s people in all their diversity.  Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS  

 

A Litany for Refugees 
Officiant Mighty God, as you guided the Israelites through the wilderness, 

All be a pillar of fire by night and a pillar of cloud by day for refugees in search of new 

hope and new life. 

Officiant As you brought the Israelites out of bondage to freedom, 

All bring refugees out of persecution to safety. 

Officiant As you protected the Israelites through forty years in the desert, 

All protect those who languish for years in refugee camps. 

Officiant Wipe away their tears of sorrow, 

All that their mourning may give way to joyous hope. 

Officiant Put an end to warfare and tyranny, 

All that some may return home without fear of violence. 
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Officiant Open the doors of safer nations, 

All that some may find new homes in new lands. 

Officiant Rebuild their lives, 

All that they might enjoy the fruit of their labours in peace. 

Officiant Restore their material goods, 

All that they might sustain their families in prosperity. 

Officiant Revive their hope, 

All that they might face a future with promise. 

Officiant Shine your grace upon them, 

All that they might know your love. 

Officiant Strengthen their bonds of friendship and family, 

All that they might serve one another with encouraging love. 

Officiant And inspire your churches to welcome the stranger, 

All that together we might build communities of hope where strangers become 

neighbours and friends, and brothers and sisters and siblings.  Amen.  

 

The Prayers of the People 
Officiant God of compassion, 

All help us to build a community of love. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Officiant Holy One, whose fingers sculpted sun and moon; Holy Spirit, who brooded over the 

waters of creation; Holy Word, who lives in us:  may we share in your grace, love and 
communion, so that we may live in your likeness; for you live in unity and diversity, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant Looking for the coming of his kingdom, as our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Announcements and Offering 
 Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is 
continuing.  As part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St 
John’s work and witness.  You can visit www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including 
e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, or scan the QR Code to the left with your 
mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

  

Offertory Music All Praise to God—J.S. Bach 
 Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation.  The God of power the God of love, 

the God of our salvation:  with healing balm my soul He fills, and every faithless murmur 
stills.  To God all praise and glory! 
Then all my gladsome way along I sing aloud Thy praises, that all may hear the grateful song my 
voice unwearied raises:  Be joyful in the Lord my heart!  Both soul and body bear your part!  To 
God all praise and glory! 

 

 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Closing Prayer 
Officiant God, we are aliens and sojourners in this world, but you invite us to be your guests. 

You lavishly offer us your hospitality and lovingly welcome us into your family. 
You invite us to share in the abundance of your kingdom. 
 
God, you have shown us that providing hospitality to strangers opens a doorway into 
the Kingdom of God.  Remind us that when we offer hospitality to others, we are 
receiving Christ into our midst and so fulfilling the law of love. 

All We open our hearts to embrace the stranger, the friend, the rich, and the poor. 

We open our lives to offer a generous heart toward all.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Hymn 1—Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty Nicaea 
 
 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee: 
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
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Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee, 
though our sinful human gaze thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in power, in love, and purity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea; 
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant Go in peace to love and serve God and God’s people! 
All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude  Fuga XVI—J.S. Bach 

 

 

 
The Coffee Hour meets online at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee between 11:00 and noon. 

http://www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Officiant The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Julie Deck 
Choral Scholar Cole Hayward 
  
 
 
 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from Common Worship: Times and Seasons (London:  Church House Publishing, 

2006).  And from Welcoming the Stranger:  Worship Resources, (PWRDF, 2018) and from “Prayers and Worship Resources for 

Refugee Sunday” (Diocese of Toronto, 2021).  “Immigrant Apostles’ Creed” by Rev. Jose Luis Casal.  Scripture quotations from the 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied under 

CCLI # 2281450  or One License # A-729171.  Hymns:  1, 436 from Common Praise, in the public domain.  “Today I Awake”, 
Words and music by John Bell, © 1989 WGRG The Iona Community, used by permission of G.I.A. Publications under One License. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 
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stjohnspeterborough.ca 
 

www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


