
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, May 24th—Ascension Sunday 

A Service of the Word 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga 

Anishinaabe, adjacent to the territory of the Haudenosaunee, on whose land and by whose waters we 
gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our 
Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

All The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 
Officiant God has gone up with a shout, 

All the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 

 
Officiant Dear friends in Christ, for forty days we have been celebrating with joyful hearts the resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb, and his defeat of the power of sin and death.  He 
appeared to his disciples many times and told them about the kingdom of God.  Today we recall how 
he left this earth and returned to his Father, ascending into heaven to take his throne over all 
dominions and power.  Trusting in his reign over all creation, and submitting to his kingly yet loving 
rule, let us hear the story of his parting. 

 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

The Ascension Reading Acts 1:1-11 
Reader A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the 
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen.  After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing 
proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of 
the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’  So when they had come together, they 
asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 



Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up 
towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking up towards heaven?  This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  47 
The Officiant and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 

Officiant Clap your hands, all you peoples; * 

    shout to God with a cry of joy. 

People For the LORD Most High is to be feared; * 

    he is the great King over all the earth. 

Officiant He subdues the peoples under us, * 

    and the nations under our feet. 

People He chooses our inheritance for us, * 

    the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 

Officiant God has gone up with a shout, * 

    the LORD with the sound of the ram's-horn. 

People Sing praises to God, sing praises; * 

    sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

Officiant For God is King of all the earth; * 

    sing praises with all your skill. 

People God reigns over the nations; * 

    God sits upon his holy throne. 

Officiant The nobles of the peoples have gathered together * 

    with the people of the God of Abraham. 

People The rulers of the earth belong to God, * 

    and he is highly exalted. 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Second Reading Ephesians 1:15-23 

Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this reason I 
do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.  I pray that the God of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know 
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.  
God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every 
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.  And he has put all things under 
his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 



Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel  Luke 24:44-53 
Officiant May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 
Officiant Jesus said to the disciples, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’  Then 
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of 
these things.  And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.’  Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting 
up his hands, he blessed them.  While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried 
up into heaven.  And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 

 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 

Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows the Sermon. 

 

Affirmation of Faith and the Baptismal Covenant 
Officiant Dear friends, through the paschal mystery we have been buried with Christ in baptism, so that we may 

rise with him to a new life.  Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant. 
 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers. 

 

I will persevere in resisting evil and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord. 

 

I will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. 

 

I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbours as myself. 



I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. 

 

I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life of 

the Earth.  Amen. 

 
Officiant Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have 

overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us 
to your service.  Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them at their baptism.  
Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
At the end of each petition, the response (R) will be sung once.  After the last petition, it will be sung twice. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officiant Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you have exalted your Son Christ Jesus to your right hand, and 

made him the head over all things for his body the Church:  hear us as we pray for the Church 
throughout the world, remembering this day the Church in Jerusalem.  Make us and all your people 
receptive to the gifts he pours upon us, that we may use them to your glory, and the building up of the 

body of Christ:  R 
 
Lord God Almighty, the Ancient of Days, you have given your Son all authority in heaven and on 
earth:  hear us as we pray for the world he came to redeem, especially those nations and peoples who 
suffer war, terror, and oppression.  Grant that we may know even in this time the things that make for 

peace, and may strive for the reconciliation of all people in his kingdom of justice and love:  R 
 
Father of all, whose Son has promised to be with us always, to the end of the age:  hear us as we pray 
for those among whom we live and work, especially those of our neighbours who work on the 
frontlines and in essential occupations.  Grant that we may be so aware of his presence with us, that 

people may take note of us, that we have been with Jesus:  R 

 
O God our Redeemer, whose Son ever lives to make intercession for us:  hear us as we pray for those 
in any kind of need, remembering those who are afflicted with and recovering from COVID-19.  May 

he who has borne our infirmities strengthen and heal them, that they may find grace to help in time of 

need, and rejoice in his salvation:  R 
 
Heavenly Father, whose Son has borne our humanity into the heavenly realms, and gone before us to 
prepare a place for us:  hear us as we remember before you those whose earthly sojourn is over, and 
whose life is now hidden in him with you.  Make us joyful and expectant, that at his coming with all 

his own we too may go forth to meet him, and share in his eternal joy:  RR 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our risen and ascended Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

All Amen. 

 



The Collect of the Day 
Officiant O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ ascended to glory at your side.  Bring us together in Christ, so 

that all may be drawn into your bountiful dwelling where with Christ and the Spirit, you live united in 
love and joy. 

All Amen. 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant Looking for the coming of his kingdom, as our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements 
Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is continuing.  As 
part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St John’s work and witness.  You can visit 
www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, or 
scan the QR Code to the left with your mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

 

Responsory 
Officiant As we wait in silence, 

All make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

Officiant As we listen to your word, 

All make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

Officiant As we worship you in majesty, 

All make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

Officiant As we long for your refreshing, 

All make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

Officiant As we long for your renewing, 

All make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

Officiant As we long for your equipping, 

All make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

Officiant As we long for your empowering, 

All make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Hymn In Christ Alone 

  

 In Christ alone my hope is found, 

he is my light, my strength, my song; 

this Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 

My Comforter, my All in All, 

here in the love of Christ I stand. 

  

 



 In Christ alone, who took on flesh, 

fullness of God in helpless babe! 

This gift of love and righteousness, 

scorned by the ones he came to save. 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, 

his arms to us he opened wide. 

For every sin on him was laid; 

here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

 There in the ground his body lay, 

Light of the world by darkness slain; 

then, bursting forth in glorious Day, 

up from the grave he rose again! 

And as he stands in victory, 

sin's curse has lost its grip on me; 

for I am his and he is mine, 

bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

 No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

this is the power of Christ in me; 

from life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no human plan, 

can ever pluck me from his hand; 

till he returns or calls me home, 

here in the power of Christ I'll stand! 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant Alleluia!  Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, go in the peace of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to attend a Virtual Coffee Hour 

on the internet at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee 
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