
The Sixth Sunday of Easter—Rogation  

May 22, 2022—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude 
   

Hymn 239—Jesus Lives! Thy Terrors Now St Albinus 

 

The Greeting 
Presider Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Presider May his grace and peace be with you. 

People May he fill our hearts with joy. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Presider We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

Gloria in Excelsis Hymn 366 
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Collect of the Day 
Presider Gracious God, through a vision you sent forth Paul to preach the gospel and called the 

women to a place of prayer on the sabbath.  Like Paul and Lydia, may our hearts 
respond to your word and be open to go where you lead us; through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Acts 16:9-15 
Reader A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him 
and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had seen the vision, we 
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us 
to proclaim the good news to them. We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to 
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a 
leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city 
for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we 
supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who 
had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening 
to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened 
her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were 
baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 
and stay at my home." And she prevailed upon us.  

  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  Psalm 67 
The Leader and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 
Leader O God, be merciful to us and bless us, * 

    show us the light of your countenance and come to us. 

People Let your ways be known upon earth, * 

    your saving health among all nations. 

Leader  Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

    Let all the peoples praise you. 

People Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 

    for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations upon earth. 
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Leader Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

    let all the peoples praise you. 

People The earth has brought forth its increase; 

    may you, O God our God, bless us. 

Leader  May you bless us, * 

    and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of you. 
 

Second Reading Revelation 21:10,22-22:5  

Reader A reading from the Revelation to John. 

 
And in the spirit, an angel carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me 
the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. I saw no temple in the 
city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no 
need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory 
into it. Its gates will never be shut by day - and there will be no night there. People will 
bring into it the glory and the honour of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, 
nor anyone who practises abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in 

the Lamb's book of life. Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright 
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the 
street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of 
fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of 
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his 
name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of 
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.   
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn We Praise You, Creator Lyons 
 
 We praise you, Creator, in earth, sea, and sky: 

our Ruler, our Maker, our Sovereign most high. 
Each new generation lifts voices in praise; 
how good your creation, how gracious your ways! 
 
Each springtime the blossoms bloom fragrant once more; 
each summer and autumn brings forth its rich store. 
With witness compelling our praise and our prayer, 
creation is telling of your faithful care. 
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Your wondrous works teach us, Creator, to trace 
the limitless reaches of your love and grace. 
Your grace dwells among us, your love goes before: 
from eldest to youngest we praise and adore. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Hymn 715 

 

Gospel  John 14:23-29 
Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 
  

Gospeller Jesus answered, "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love 

them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not 
love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from 
the Father who sent me. I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But 
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, 'I am going away, 
and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the 
Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it 
occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe."  

 
 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 

Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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Encounter with Jesus 
After the Sermon and silence each Sunday, the Presider will sit with a parishioner to share in a short 

conversation about their spiritual journey and how they encounter the risen Jesus in their life. 
 

The Nicene Creed 
Presider Let us confess our faith as we say, 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

Rogation Blessings 

Presider Blessed are you, Lord God, King of the universe. 

People Your word brings on the dusk of evening. 

Presider Your wisdom creates both night and day. 

People You determine the cycles of time. 
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Presider You arrange the succession of seasons and establish the stars in their heavenly courses. 

People The Lord of hosts is your name. 

 
The Presider blesses such seeds and small plants and tools as are presented. 

Each blessing concludes: 

Presider Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be God forever. 

 
When the blessings are completed: 

Presider Grant favourable weather, temperate rains, and fruitful seasons, that there may be food 

and drink for all creatures. 

People Hear us, God our Creator. 

 
Presider Bestow your blessing upon the lands and waters, and all who work upon them, to bring 

forth food and all things needful for your people. 

People Hear us, God our Creator. 

 
Presider Prosper all who care for the earth, the water, and the air, that the riches of your creation 

may abound from age to age. 

People Hear us, God our Creator. 

 
Presider You are worthy, God our Creator, to receive glory and honour and power; for you 

created all things, and by your will they existed and were created. 

All Amen. 

 

The Peace 
Presider You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you 

shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
May the peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
A sign of peace is shared with members of the assembly or household. 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

 

At the Offertory, gifts of bread and wine, signs of the fruit of human labour, are brought to the altar 
to be transformed  into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, signs of God’s love for the world.  The 
money offering, a sign of our gratitude for God’s blessing of our lives, collected before the liturgy, is 
blessed. If you are participating in worship online, please consider making your offering through one 
of the means available at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate 
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Hymn 429—For the Beauty of the Earth Dix (160) 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Presider God of grace, you have freed us from our sins and made us a kingdom in your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Accept all we offer you this day, and strengthen us in the new 
life you have given us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

 

Presider Blessed are you, gracious God creator of heaven and earth, we give you thanks and 

praise for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 

paschal lamb who has taken away the sin of the world.  By his death he destroyed 
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us eternal life.  Therefore, joining 
our voices with the whole company of heaven, we sing our joyful hymn of praise to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presider We give thanks to you, Lord our God, Author of all being.  Your power sustains, your 

love restores, our broken world.  You are unceasingly at work, from chaos bringing 
order and filling emptiness with life.  Christ, raised from the dead, proclaims the dawn 
of hope.  He lives in us that we may walk in light.  Your Spirit is fire in us, your breath 
is power to purge our sin and warm our hearts to love. 
 
As children of your redeeming purpose, freed by him who burst from the tomb and 
opened the gate of life, we offer you our praise, for by the Cross eternal life is ours and 
death is swallowed up in victory.  In the first light of Easter glory broke from the tomb 
and changed the women's sorrow into joy.  From the Garden the mystery dawned that  
he whom they had loved and lost is with us now in every place for ever.  Making 
himself known in the breaking of the bread, speaking peace to the fearful disciples, 
welcoming weary fishermen on the shore, he renewed the promise of his presence and 
of new birth in the Spirit who sets the seal of freedom on your beloved children. 
 
Before he was given up to suffering and death, recalling the night of Israel's release, the 
night in which slaves walked free, at supper with his disciples he took bread and offered 
you thanks.  He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying:  “Take, eat.  This is my 
Body: it is broken for you.”  After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and 

gave it to them saying:  “Drink this, all of you.  This is my Blood of the new covenant; 
it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 
 
Therefore, Father, according to his command: 

All We remember his death,  

we proclaim his resurrection, 

we await his coming in glory, 

 
Presider and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving and with it ourselves:  a single, 

holy living sacrifice.  Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us 
 and upon this bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, they 

may be the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled with the fire of your 
love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
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Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your 
praise and glory; may we grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new 
creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, St John the 
Evangelist, St Barnabas the Apostle, the apostles and prophets, and of all our beloved 
ones living and departed. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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Breaking of the Bread 
Presider Lord, we died with you on the cross. 

All Now we are raised to new life. 

 
Presider We were buried in your tomb. 

All Now we share in your resurrection. 

 
Presider Live in us that we may live in you. 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 
Presider Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, in 

communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present 
with us now.  In this Eucharist, many are made one. 

 
The Congregation sits. 

 

Communion 
For those who are present in person, all baptised persons may receive Communion.  Please come forward to the 
Chancel step via the centre aisle.  After the Communion minister says “The Body of Christ, the Bread of 
Heaven”, respond with “Amen” and receive the Host in your palm.  Gluten free Hosts are available upon 
request.  Those who find walking difficult may request that Communion be brought to them.  Those who wish 
to receive a blessing instead of Communion may indicate their desire by crossing their arms over their breast 
when they approach the Presider.  After receiving the Host, please move to the sanitiser station on either side of 
the Chancel step to replace your mask and sanitise your hands, then return to your seat via the side aisles. 
 
 For those who are present in spirit, the following prayer may be said to make a spiritual Communion. 

 I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit.  In this moment I join with them to receive you 
in my heart, and in our community.  May you, enthroned on the altar, be now 
enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; 
may you, who give yourself to us again, fill us with grace and heavenly blessing.  Even 
as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, 
that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth 
as it is heaven.  Amen. 

 
 Hymn during Communion:  481—May the Grace of Christ Our Saviour  
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COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 
 

The Congregation stands at the Presider’s invitation. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Presider All your works praise you, O Lord, 

All and your faithful servants bless you. 

Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

May we, who share his body, live his risen life; 

we, who drink his cup, bring life to others; 

we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so that we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

 

Hymn 451—King of Love, O Christ, We Crown You Hermon 

 

Dismissal 
Presider Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Go in peace to love and serve God and God’s people! 

 

 

Postlude 
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Rogation? 
 
The Jewish and Christian Scriptures give eloquent expression to the creative power and wisdom of 
God. It is therefore a natural instinct for worshipping communities to develop patterns of worship 
and prayer around the agricultural year. Of course, there were dangers, and the same Scriptures 
bear witness to concerns about the idolatry of fertility cults and the worship of created things rather 
than the creator. Nevertheless, ancient society lived close to the land, and it is no surprise that the 
ancient Jewish festivals of Passover and Unleavened Bread, Weeks and Tabernacles all have 
agrarian roots. The Christian tradition, too, has assimilated, but with differing emphases and in 
different times and places, particular agricultural festivals. Much of this is bound up with the need 

to provide food to sustain human life, and the accompanying sense of a proper humility before God 
as source of all things, gratitude for his goodness, and responsibility in stewarding the resources of 
the earth.  
 
The Rogation Days (from the Latin rogare, ‘to ask’) are the three weekdays before Ascension Day. 
However, in practice, many churches have observed Rogation on the preceding Sunday (the Sixth 
Sunday of Easter). The Prayer Book Gospel includes the words of Jesus, ‘Whatsoever ye shall ask 
for in my Name, he will give it you’ – words associated with the heavenly intercession of the 
ascended Christ. 

 
Originally, the Christian observance of Rogation was taken over from Graeco-Roman religion, 
where an annual procession invoked divine favour to protect crops against mildew. The tradition 
grew of using processional litanies, often around the parish boundaries, for the blessing of the land. 
These processions concluded with a mass. The Rogation procession was suppressed at the 
Reformation, but it was restored in 1559. The poet George Herbert interpreted the procession as a 
means of asking for God’s blessing on the land, of preserving boundaries, of encouraging 
fellowship between neighbours with the reconciling of differences, and of charitable giving to the 
poor. The tradition of ‘beating the bounds’ has been preserved in some communities, while others 
maintain the traditional use of the Litany within worship. In more recent times, the scope of 
Rogation has been widened to include petition for the world of work and for accountable 
stewardship, and prayer for local communities, whether rural or urban. 
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Don Anderson 
Reader Kathleen March 
Intercessor  
Server Fin Dinesen 
Sacrist Cole Hayward 
Chancel Peggy Kruger and Joan Duncan 

  

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright 
© 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

worldwide.  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied and broadcast/archived under CCLI # 2281450 or One License # A-

729171.  Gospel Acclamation, music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, published by OCP Publications, all rights 
reserved.  Sanctus from “Community Mass”, music by Richard Proulx, © 1971, 1977 G.I.A. Publications, Inc., all rights reserved.  

The Lord’s Prayer, ICET Setting by David Haas © 1986 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc., all rights reserved.  “Glory, in the Highest 
Glory”, words from the Gloria in Excelsis, para. © Paul Gibson; music Melody Geneva, 1551, harm. based on Claude Goudimel, rev. 
Alain Mabit © 1995 Reveil Publications, used with permission.  “Jesus Lives! Thy Terrors Now” words by Christian Gellert, tr. 

Frances Elizabeth Cox, alt., in the public domain; music by Henry John Gauntlett, in the public domain.  “We Praise You, Creator”, 
words by Edmund Louis Budry, alt. English tr. Andrew Donaldson © 1993, used with permission under One License; music attrib. 

Johann Michael Haydn, arr. William Gardiner, in the public domain.  “For the Beauty of the Earth”, words by Folliott Sandford 
Pierpoint, alt., in the public domain; music by Konrad Kocher, in the public domain.  “May the Grace of Christ Our Saviour”, words 

John Newton (st. 1-2), New English Hymnal (st. 3), in the public domain; music William Boyce, alt., in the public domain.  “King 

of Love, O Christ, We Crown You”, words and melody by C.V. Pilcher, alt., in the public domain; harm. Walter MacNutt © 1973 
Waterloo Music Co. Ltd”, used with permission. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 
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Associate Priest 

 

The Rev. Ruth Adams 
The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 

The Rev. Steve Smith 
Honorary Assistants 

 

The Rev. Christian Harvey 

The Rev. Bev Thompson 
Deacons 

 

Mr. Don Anderson 
Director of Music 

 

Ále Suárez 
Pastoral Intern 

 

 
Director of Family Ministries 

 

Ms. Jennifer Passmore 
Mr. Jim Weldon 

Churchwardens 

 

Mrs. Mickey Bongers 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 
stjohnspeterborough.ca 

 
www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Masks must be worn at all times indoors.  Physical distancing and use of 
hand sanitiser is highly recommended. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


