
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, May 17th—The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

A Service of the Word & Rogation Blessings 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

The Greeting 
Officiant Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

All The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 
Officiant Let us praise our God 

All who has given us life and hope by raising Jesus from the dead. 

 
Officiant Let us rejoice, then, even in our distress. 

All We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears. 

 
Officiant O God, you have claimed us as your own 

All and called us from our darkness into the light of your day. 

 
Officiant Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

All The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 
Officiant Blessed are you, God of our salvation:  to you be praise and glory for ever.  As once you ransomed 

your people from Egypt and led them to freedom in the promised land, so now you have delivered us 
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the loving reign of the risen Christ.  May we, the 
first fruits of your new creation, rejoice in this new day you have made and praise you for your mighty 
acts. 
 
Blessed be God:  Source of all being, eternal Word, and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga 

Anishinaabe, adjacent to the territory of the Haudenosaunee, on whose land and by whose waters we 
gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our 
Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 
 
 
 



THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading Acts 17:22-31 
Reader A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are 
in every way.  For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 
found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.”  What therefore you worship 
as unknown, this I proclaim to you.  The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things.  From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of 
their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for 
God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us.  For 
“In him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, “For we 
too are his offspring.”  Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.  While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a 
day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of 
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  66:7-18 
The Officiant and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 

Officiant Bless our God, you peoples; * 

    make the voice of his praise to be heard;  

People Who holds our souls in life, * 

    and will not allow our feet to slip. 

Officiant For you, O God, have proved us; * 

    you have tried us just as silver is tried.  

People You brought us into the snare; * 

    you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.  

Officiant You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; * 

    but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.  

People I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, * 

    which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.  

Officiant I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; * 

    I will give you oxen and goats. 

People Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 

    and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

Officiant I called out to him with my mouth, * 

    and his praise was on my tongue.  

People If I had found evil in my heart, * 

    the Lord would not have heard me; 

Officiant But in truth God has heard me; * 

    he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

People Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 

    nor withheld his love from me. 



All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22 

Reader A Reading from the First Letter of Peter. 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is 
right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify 
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who demands from you an account 
of the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, 
when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to 
shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing 
evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were 
saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt 
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
made subject to him.  

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory 
Officiant Death is swallowed up in victory. 

People Where, O death, is your sting? 

 
Officiant Christ is risen from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

People Death is swallowed up in victory. 

 
Officiant The trumpet will sound and the dead shall be raised. 

People Where, O death, is your sting? 
 

Officiant We shall not all sleep, but we shall be changed. 

People Death is swallowed up in victory.  Where, O death, is your sting? 

 

Gospel  John 14:15-21 

Officiant A Reading from the Gospel of John. 

 Jesus said, ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  You know him, because he abides with you, and 
he will be in you.  I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.  In a little while the world will 
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  On that day you will know 
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.  They who have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them 
and reveal myself to them.’ 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows the Sermon. 

 

Affirmation of Faith and the Baptismal Covenant 
Officiant Dear friends, through the paschal mystery we have been buried with Christ in baptism, so that we may 

rise with him to a new life.  Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant. 
 



All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers. 

 

I will persevere in resisting evil and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord. 

 

I will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. 

 

I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbours as myself. 

 

I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. 

 

I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life of 

the Earth.  Amen. 

 
Officiant Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have 

overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us 
to your service.  Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them at their baptism.  
Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. 

All Amen. 

 

Rogation Blessings 
Presider Blessed are you, Lord God, King of the universe. 

People Your word brings on the dusk of evening. 

 
Presider Your wisdom creates both night and day. 

People You determine the cycles of time. 

 
Presider You arrange the succession of seasons and establish the stars in their heavenly courses. 

People The Lord of hosts is your name. 

 
The Presider blesses such seeds and small plants and tools as are presented. 

Each blessing concludes: 
 

Presider Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be God forever. 

 
When the blessings are completed: 

Presider You are worthy, God our Creator, to receive glory and honour and power; for you created all things, 

and by your will they existed and were created. 

All Amen. 

 

 

 

 



The Prayers of the People 
At the end of each petition, the response (R) will be sung once.  After the last petition, it will be sung twice. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officiant As a people who await the coming of the Advocate sent to us by the risen Christ, let us pray to the God 

who made the world and everything in it, who is Lord of heaven and earth. 
 
In times of restraint and physical distancing, when the body of Christ cannot meet in one place, we 

gather through the Holy Spirit in our many different places – house, apartment, room – and call out to 

you.  Hear our cry, O God:  R 
 
Give courage and wisdom to national governments and local authorities to enforce public health 
regulations for the welfare of all and increase efforts to stop the spread of the virus that affects every 

human being. Hear our cry, O God:  R 
 
Breathe a spirit of love and self-discipline into your church that it may continually promote and protect 
regulations and restrictions for the well-being of all.  Guide our leaders, especially our bishops, in 
wisdom.  Strengthen our witness to embody examples of compassionate self-restraint. Hear our cry, O 

God:  R 

 
Heal the sick, strengthen the elderly and vulnerable, protect all from the spread of COVID-19.  Support 
and protect all health care workers and all who serve the sick and those at high risk of infection.  We 
remember in particular refugees and the homeless and those serving them today.  Reinforce all agencies 

that support public health.  Hear our cry, O God:  R 

 
Comfort and uplift those who are alone, isolated, oppressed by solitude and anxiety.  Have mercy on 
the whole human family and on your creation, especially hear our specific prayers that are now spoken 

out loud or in the silence of our hearts (Silence).  Hear our cry, O God:  R 

 
For those who have died in the peace of Christ and for all the dead, that, having commended their 

spirits to God, God will make his face to shine upon them.  R 
 

Fill each and every heart with that trust in your grace that frees us and binds us together in communion 
in the one body of your son, Jesus Christ.  Send your Holy Spirit.  Renew your church in its prayer and 

in solidarity with all its neighbours.  Hear our cry, O God:  RR 

 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who gives us confidence and hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. In your tender love, hear our prayers for all the world and grant us the power of your 
abundant and life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Officiant Risen Christ, whose gift to us is the Spirit of truth:  come, make your home with us, so that, keeping 

your commandments, we may dwell with you and the Father; who live and reign together with the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 

  



The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

The Blessing 

 

Hymn 486—Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Hyfrydol 

  

 Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 

 

Come, almighty to deliver; let us all thy grace receive; 

suddenly return, and never, never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee, 

changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant Alleluia!  Let us go in peace to proclaim the Resurrection of the Lord! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to attend a Virtual Coffee Hour 

on the internet at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee 

 

 

 
 
 

Liturgy from the Book of Alternative Services (Toronto:  Anglican Church of Canada, 1985) and Common Worship: Daily Prayer (London:  Church 

House Publishing, 2005); Hymn 405 (refrain in the prayers) from Common Praise (Toronto:  Anglican Church of Canada, 1998); Prayers adapted from 

the Lutheran World Federation “Intercessory Prayer in Exceptional Times”; Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989). 


