
The Third Sunday in Lent 

March 7, 2021—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude  “O World I E’en Must Leave Thee”, Choral Preludes, Op. 122—J. Brahms  

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Presider We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  We repent of the ways 

that we have ignored the voices of Indigenous peoples and the destruction that our 
actions and those of our ancestors have wrought.  We seek reconciliation and justice 
and ask for forgiveness for the ways we have denied the Christ in others. 

 

The Greeting 
Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 
Presider Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

All His mercy endures for ever. 

 
Presider Almighty God, 

All to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Hymn 594—Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendour Rhuddlan 
  
 Judge eternal, throned in splendour, Lord of lords and King of kings, 

with your living fire of judgement purge this land of bitter things; 
comfort all its wide dominion with the healing of your wings. 
 
Weary people still are longing for the hour that brings release, 
and the city's crowded clamour cries aloud for sin to cease; 

and the countryside and woodlands plead in silence for their peace. 
 
Crown, O God, your own endeavour; cleave our darkness with your sword; 
cheer the faint and feed the hungry with the richness of your word. 
Cleanse the body of this nation through the glory of the Lord.  
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Lent is a season of preparation for Easter, when the Church celebrates the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
It is customary that baptism occurs at Easter, so in Lent we examine how faithfully we have kept the promises 

made in our baptismal covenant, so that we may be ready to reaffirm our commitment at Easter. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Officiant Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare for the Paschal Feast, let us make ready our hearts 

to renew the covenant of our baptism.  Let us ask God to bring to light the things now 
hidden in darkness, and to disclose to us the secret purposes of our hearts.  Silence. 

 
How faithfully have we continued in the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we persevered in resisting evil, and whenever we fell into sin, 

repented and returned to the Lord? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we proclaimed by word and example the good news of God in 

Christ? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we sought and served Christ in all persons, loving our neighbours 

as ourselves? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we striven for justice and peace among all people, respecting the 

dignity of every human being? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we striven to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation; respecting, 

sustaining, and renewing the life of the earth? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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Trisagion (sung three times) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Presider Almighty God, your dear Son went not up to joy, but first he suffered pain, and entered 

not into glory before he was crucified.  Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of 
the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

  
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Exodus 20:1-17 
Reader A reading from the Book of Exodus. 

 
God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall 
not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, 

or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of 
those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. You shall not make wrongful use of the 
name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your 
work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any 
work - you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 

alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the 
sabbath day and consecrated it. Honour your father and your mother, so that your days 
may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbour. You shall not covet your neighbour's house; you shall not covet 
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your neighbour's wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbour. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  19 
The Leader and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 
Leader The heavens declare the glory of God, * 

    and the firmament shows his handiwork.  

People  One day tells its tale to another, * 

    and one night imparts knowledge to another.    

Leader Although they have no words or language, * 

    and their voices are not heard,   

People Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 

    and their message to the ends of the world.  

Leader In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 

    it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
    it rejoices like a champion to run its course.  

People It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 

and runs about to the end of it again; * 

    nothing is hidden from its burning heat.   

Leader The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; * 

    the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

People The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; * 

    the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.  

Leader The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; * 

    the judgements of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.  

People More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 

     sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  

Leader By them also is your servant enlightened, * 

    and in keeping them there is great reward.  

People Who can tell how often he offends? * 

    cleanse me from my secret faults.  
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Leader Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 

let them not get dominion over me; * 
    then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offence.  

People Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

be acceptable in your sight, * 

    O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
Reader A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 

  
 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is 
wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 
the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to 
save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 
weakness is stronger than human strength.   
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 527—How Firm a Foundation St Denio 
  

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 
What more can he say than to you he hath said, 
to you who to Jesus for refuge have fled? 
 
“Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed! 
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid; 
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 
When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 
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When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply: 
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 
 
The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose 
I will not—I will not desert to its foes; 
that soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, 
I’ll never—no, never—no, never forsake!” 

 

Gospel  John 2:13-22 
Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Gospeller The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 

found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, "Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father's house a marketplace!" His disciples remembered that it was 
written, "Zeal for your house will consume me." The Jews then said to him, "What sign 
can you show us for doing this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up." The Jews then said, "This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?" But he was 
speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken.  

  
The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon.  If you missed part of the sermon 

or would like to listen to it again, it will be posted on our website in the Worship section. 
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Anthem  “I am the Bread of Life”, Suzanne Toolan 
  Sung by Emily Deck 
 I am the bread of life.  You who come to me shall not hunger; and who believe in me shall not 

thirst.  No one can come to me unless the Father beckons. 
 

Refrain:  And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up, and I will raise you up on the last day. 
 
The bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world, and if you eat of this bread, you shall 

live for ever, you shall live for ever.  Refrain 

 
Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man and drink of his blood, and drink of his blood, you 

shall not have life within you.  Refrain 
 
I am the resurrection, I am the life.  If you believe in me, even though you die, you shall live for 

ever.  Refrain 
 
Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who has come into the world.  

Refrain 
  

Affirmation of Faith 
Presider Let us affirm the faith of our baptism in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS  

 

The Intercessions 
The response will be sung after each petition and twice after the last petition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider Trusting in the compassion of God, and gathering our prayers and praises into one, let 

us pray as our Saviour taught us: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 

 

Closing Prayers 
Presider We cast our burdens upon you, O Lord, 

All and you will sustain us. 

 
Presider Create in us clean hearts, O God, 

All and renew a right spirit within us. 
 

Presider Cast us not away from your presence 

All and take not your Holy Spirit from us. 
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Presider Give us the joy of your saving help again 

All and sustain us by your bountiful Spirit. 
 

Presider Blessed are you, O Holy One, 

All the God of our salvation who bears our burdens.  
 

Blessing 

 

Hymn 505—Be Thou My Vision Slane 
 
 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me save that thou art— 
thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my great Father; thine own may I be, 
thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor the world's empty praise; 
thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, when victory is won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys, bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.   
 

Dismissal 
Presider Go in the peace of Christ. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude    Moderato—C Ett 

 
The Coffee Hour meets online at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee between 11:00 and noon. 

http://www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Julie Deck 
Chimes  
Server  
Reader  
Intercessor  
Greeters & Sidespeople  
 
 

 

 

 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from Common Worship:  Times and Seasons (London:  Church House Publishing, 

2006).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989).  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied under 

CCLI # 2281450  or OneLicense # A-729171 for publication and streaming/podcast.  Hymns:  594, 527 (with tune St Denio) and 

505 from Common Praise, in the public domain.  “I am the Bread of Life”, Words and music by Suzanne Toolan © 1966, 1970, 

1986, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. used under license from OneLicense, All rights reserved. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 

 

The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Terry Noble 
Associate Priest 

 

The Rev. Ruth Adams 
The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 

The Rev. Steve Smith 
Honorary Assistants 

 

The Rev. Christian Harvey 

The Rev. Bev Thompson 
Deacons 

 

Ms. Julie Deck 
Director of Music 

 
 

Director of Family Ministries 
 

Ms. Jennifer Passmore 

Mr. Jim Weldon 
Churchwardens 

 

Mrs. Mickey Bongers 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 

stjohnspeterborough.ca 
 

www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


