
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 27, 2022—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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Notes on worship during the pandemic 
 

We desire that every person entering into St John’s for worship may feel welcome and safe.  To that end, as a Christian 

community that seeks to demonstrate love for our neighbours, we observe the following protocols in worship. 

 

Physical Distancing 

Worshippers not from the same household should maintain a minimum 2m/6’ distance from each other. 

 

Masks 

Masks must be worn by all persons at all times inside the building except for the moment when the bread is consumed at 

Communion.  Readers and intercessors may remove their masks only when speaking at the lectern. 

 

Congregational Singing 

Congregational singing is permitted at this time.  Anyone singing in the church must wear a well-fitted mask at all times. 

 

Receiving Communion 

At the direction of the College of Bishops, Communion will be received in one kind (the bread alone) by the congregation.  

At the appropriate time, please come forward by the centre aisle, and proceed to the priest to receive the Host.  Move to the 

first available sanitiser station to the left and right, remove your mask, consume the bread, replace your mask, and sanitise 

your hands.  Then, please return to your seat by the outside aisles. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration of your fellow worshippers. 

 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude   

 

Hymn 611—Our Father, We Have Wandered Passion Chorale 

 

The Greeting 
Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
Presider We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  We repent of the ways 
that we have ignored the voices of Indigenous peoples and the destruction that our 
actions and those of our ancestors have wrought.  We seek reconciliation and justice 
and ask for forgiveness for the ways we have denied the Christ in others. 
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Lent is a season of preparation for Easter, when the Church celebrates the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is customary that baptism occurs at Easter, so in Lent we examine how faithfully we have kept the promises 

made in our baptismal covenant, so that we may be ready to reaffirm our commitment at Easter. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Officiant Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare for the Paschal Feast, let us make ready our hearts 

to renew the covenant of our baptism.  Let us ask God to bring to light the things now 
hidden in darkness, and to disclose to us the secret purposes of our hearts. 
 
How faithfully have we continued in the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we persevered in resisting evil, and whenever we fell into sin, 

repented and returned to the Lord? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we proclaimed by word and example the good news of God in 

Christ? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we sought and served Christ in all persons, loving our neighbours 

as ourselves? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we striven for justice and peace among all people, respecting the 

dignity of every human being? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we striven to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation; respecting, 

sustaining, and renewing the life of the earth? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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Trisagion (sung three times) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect of the Day 
Presider Eternal Lover of our wayward race, you open your arms to accept us even before we 

turn to meet your welcome; you invite us to forgiveness even before our hearts are 
softened to repentance.  Hold before us the image of our humanity made new, so that 
we may live in Jesus Christ, your new creation and our Saviour, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Joshua 5:9-12 
Reader A reading from the Book of Joshua 

  
 The Lord said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt." 

And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. While the Israelites were camped in 
Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the 

plains of Jericho. On the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate the produce 
of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate 
the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of 
the land of Canaan that year.  

  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  32 
The Leader and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 
Leader Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, * 

    and whose sin is put away! 
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People Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, * 

    and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

Leader While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, * 

    because of my groaning all day long. 

People For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; * 

    my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 

Leader Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. * 

    I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” 
    Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 

People Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; * 

    when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

Leader You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; * 

    you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

People “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; * 

    I will guide you with my eye. 

Leader Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; * 

    who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 

People Great are the tribulations of the wicked; * 

    but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 

Leader Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; * 

    shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 

 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

Reader A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

 
 From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 

knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since 

God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 
to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.  

 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 609—Far, Far Away from My Loving Father Restoration 

 

Gospel  Luke 15:1-3,11b-32 
Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners 
and eats with them." So he told them this parable: "There was a man who had two 
sons. The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property 
that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. A few days later the 
younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and there he 
squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe 
famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and 
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were 
eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How 
many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying 
of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
treat me like one of your hired hands."' So he set off and went to his father. But while 
he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put 
his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the 
father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe - the best one - and put it on him; put 

a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us 
eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!' And they began to celebrate. Now his elder son was in the field; and when he 
came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the 
slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your 
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' Then he 
became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 
But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave 
for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even 
a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came 
back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for 
him! 'Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'"  
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Gospeller The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 

Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
Presider Let us affirm the faith of our baptism: 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

The Prayers of the People 
The Prayers of the People are offered by members of the congregation. 

They reflect the needs and concerns of the local church and community, 
and of people in various kinds of need, sickness, or adversity throughout the world. 

 

The Sharing of the Peace 
Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
A sign of peace is shared with fellow worshippers. 

 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

 
At the Offertory, gifts of bread and wine, signs of the fruit of human labour, are brought to the altar 
to be transformed into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, signs of God’s love for the world. 
If you are participating in worship online, please consider making your offering through one of the 
means available at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate or scan the QR Code with your device. 

 

Hymn 434—The Love of Jesus Calls Us Aurelia 
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Prayer over the Gifts 
Presider God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and 

life.  Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer  
Presider May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up to God. 

Presider Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Presider We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Saviour and Redeemer. He is your living Word, through whom you have created 
all things. By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh of the Virgin Mary and shared 
our human nature. He lived and died as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 

Father of all. In fulfilment of your will he stretched out his hands in suffering, to bring 
release to those who place their hope in you; and so he won for you a holy people. He 
chose to bear our griefs and sorrows, and to give up his life on the cross, that he might 
shatter the chains of evil and death, and banish the darkness of sin and despair. By his 
resurrection he brings us into the light of your presence. Now with all creation we raise 
our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Presider Holy and gracious God, accept our praise, through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;  

who, on the night he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread and gave you 
thanks, saying, “Take, and eat: this is my body which is broken for you.” In the same 
way he took the cup, saying, “This is my blood which is shed for you. When you do 
this, you do it in memory of me.” 

 

 Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we offer you this bread and this 
cup, giving thanks that you have made us worthy to stand in your presence and serve 
you. We ask you to send your Holy Spirit upon the offering of your holy Church. 
Gather into one all who share in these sacred mysteries, filling them with the Holy 
Spirit and confirming their faith in the truth, that together we may praise you and give 
you glory, through your Servant, Jesus Christ. All glory and honour are yours, Father 
and Son, with the Holy Spirit, in the holy Church, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider Trusting in the compassion of God, and gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray as our Saviour taught us: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Presider We break this bread, 

All Communion in Christ's body once broken. 
 

Presider Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying. 

All If we have died with him, we shall live with him; 

 if we hold firm, we shall reign with him. 
 

Presider The gifts of God for the People of God. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 

Presider Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, in 

communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present 
with us now.  In this Eucharist, many are made one. 

 

Communion 
For those who are present in spirit, the following prayer may be said to make a spiritual Communion. 

 I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit.  In this moment I join with them to receive you 

in my heart, and in our community.  May you, enthroned on the altar, be now 
enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; 
may you, who give yourself to us again, fill us with grace and heavenly blessing.  Even 
as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, 
that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Amen. 

 
 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 
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Prayer after Communion 
Presider All your works praise you, O Lord, 

All and your faithful servants bless you. 

Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

May we, who share his body, live his risen life; 

we, who drink his cup, bring life to others; 

we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so that we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Presider pronounces the Blessing, to which all answer: 

All Amen. 

 

Hymn 606—There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy Gott will’s machen 
  

Dismissal 
Presider Go in peace to love and serve God and your neighbour. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude    
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher Ále Suárez 
Organist  Don Anderson 
Server Fin Dinesen 
Reader Simone Zhu 
Intercessor Ian Storey 
Chancel Peggy Kruger and Joan Duncan 
A/V Tech Walter Howell 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved worldwide.  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied and broadcast/archived under CCLI # 2281450 or One 

License # A-729171.  “Our Father, We Have Wandered”, words by Kevin Nichols, alt. © 1981 International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc, used with permission under One License; music melody Hans Leo Hassler, adapt. and harm. by J.S. Bach, in the 

public domain.  “Far, Far Away from My Loving Father”, words from Gospel Songs (1874), music from The Southern 

Harmony (1835), in the publc domain.  “The Love of Jesus Calls Us”, words by Herbert O’Driscoll; music by S.S. Wesley, in the 

public domain.  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”, words by Frederick Faber, music by Johann Steiner, in the public domain. 
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Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


