
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 22nd—The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Morning Prayer 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga 

Anishinaabe, adjacent to the territory of the Haudenosaunee, on whose land and by whose waters we 
gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our 
Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 
Officiant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

All His mercy endures for ever. 

 
Officiant Almighty God, 

All to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden.  Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Lent is a season of preparation for Easter, when the Church celebrates the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is customary 
that baptism occurs at Easter, so in Lent we examine how faithfully we have kept the promises made in our baptismal covenant, 

so that we may be ready to reaffirm our commitment at Easter. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Officiant Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare for the Paschal Feast, let us make ready our hearts to renew the 

covenant of our baptism.  Let us kneel before our Creator and Redeemer. 
 
 Let us ask God to bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and to disclose to us the secret 

purposes of our hearts.  How faithfully have we continued in the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 

 



Officiant How faithfully have we persevered in resisting evil, and whenever we fell into sin, repented and 

returned to the Lord? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we proclaimed by word and example the good news of God in Christ? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we sought and served Christ in all persons, loving our neighbours as ourselves? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we striven for justice and peace among all people, respecting the dignity of every 

human being? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we striven to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation; respecting, sustaining, and 

renewing the life of the earth? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Trisagion (sung three times) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect of the Day 
Presider Holy God, in Jesus Christ you reveal yourself to the world, even when we are blind to your grace.  

Open our eyes to see your transforming love in our midst, so that we may see your world anew; 
through Jesus Christ, the Saviour who shows compassion. 

All Amen. 
 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Reader A Reading from the First Book of Samuel. 

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself a king among his sons.’ Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 
me.’ And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one 
whom I name to you.’ Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of 
the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ He said, ‘Peaceably; I have 
come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, 
‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.’ But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as 



mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’ Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ Then 
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ Jesse made seven 
of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of these.’ 
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is 
keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.’ He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 
handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David 
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  23 
The Officiant and Congregation read the Psalm together. 

 

All The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

 He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 

 He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

    for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 

    you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14 
Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—for the fruit 
of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the 
Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even 
to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,‘Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and 
Christ will shine on you.’  
The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory 
Officiant Incline your ear to me; make haste to answer when I call. 

All Incline your ear to me; make haste to answer when I call. 
 

Officiant Lord, hear my prayer and let my cry come before you. 

All Make haste to answer when I call. 
 

Officiant Hide not your face from me in the day of my trouble. 

All Make haste to answer when I call. 
 

Officiant You endure for ever and your name from age to age. 

All Make haste to answer when I call. 
 
 



Officiant You will arise and have compassion on Zion, for it is time to have pity upon her. 

All Make haste to answer when I call. 

 

Gospel  John 9:1-41 

Officiant A Reading from the Gospel of John. 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, 
I am the light of the world.’ When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbours and those who had 
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some were 
saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 
But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ He answered, ‘The man called Jesus 
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed 

and received my sight.’ They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ They brought to the 
Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud 
and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said 
to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This 
man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a 
sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you 
say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ The Jews did not believe that 
he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received 
his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ 
His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know 
how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak 
for himself.’ His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed 
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his 
parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, 
and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ He answered, ‘I do not 
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ They said to 
him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I have told you 
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?’ Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ The 
man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships 
him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 
person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ They answered him, ‘You 
were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out. Jesus heard that 
they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ He 
answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have 
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 
Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who 
do see may become blind.’ Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are 
not blind, are we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you 
say, “We see”, your sin remains. 
The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon 
 

 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith 
Officiant Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

All We will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers. 

 We will persevere in resisting evil and, whenever we fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord. 

 We will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. 

 We will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

 We will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. 

 We will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life 

of the Earth.  Amen. 
 

 

The Prayers of the People 
At the end of each petition, the response will be sung once.  After the last petition, it will be sung twice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Officiant Jesus anointed the eyes of the man born blind.  As we prepare for the paschal feast, let us earnestly 

beseech God to give new sight to all peoples everywhere, offering our prayers to Christ our healer.  
 
For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church throughout the world, praying today especially for the 
Sheng Kung Hui (the Anglican Church in Hong Kong), and for Christians and all people of faith 
everywhere who are unable to gather together for prayer: 
 
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the gospel to the ends of the earth.  
We pray today for the parishes of the Mississauga Deanery, and for the social justice and advocacy 
work of the Diocese, especially in the parishes of St Andrew, Alliston; St Andrew, Scarborough; and St 
Anne, Toronto.  
 
For those preparing for baptism and for their teachers and sponsors, for the whole baptised Body of 
Christ as we meet together in spirit to maintain our fellowship and prayer: 
 
For peace in the world, that a spirit of respect and reconciliation may grow among nations and peoples, 
praying for wise and just leadership in nations divided by self-interest, greed, and prejudice; and for the 
setting aside of selfishness and a putting on of generous care of our neighbour: 
 
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick and all who suffer (silence to name those for whom we wish to pray); 

for those who have contracted COVID-19, those who care for them, those striving to find treatment 
and cure, and for those on whom lies the burden of leadership in time of crisis; for refugees, prisoners 
and all in danger; that they may be relieved and protected: 
 
For all whom we have injured or offended; for grace to amend our lives and to further your reign: 



Blessed are you, God of Samuel and David, who gives us the light of the world in Jesus the Anointed 
One.  Receive the prayers we offer this day for those in need in every place and anoint the head of all 
who come to your table; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

 
Officiant Trusting in the compassion of God and gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our 

Saviour taught us: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Hymn 520—The King of Love My Shepherd Is Dominus Regit Me 

 
 The King of love my shepherd is, 

whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
and he is mine forever. 
 
Where streams of living water flow, 
my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
and where the verdant pastures grow, 
with food celestial feedeth. 
 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
but yet in love he sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home rejoicing brought me. 
 
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
thy cross before to guide me. 
 
Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
thy unction grace bestoweth; 
and O what transport of delight 
from thy pure chalice floweth! 

 
And so through all the length of days 
thy goodness faileth never; 
good Shepherd may I sing thy praise 
within thy house forever! 

 

The Dismissal 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 


