
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 21, 2021—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude  “What Wondrous Love”—Gordon Young 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Presider We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  We repent of the ways 
that we have ignored the voices of Indigenous peoples and the destruction that our 
actions and those of our ancestors have wrought.  We seek reconciliation and justice 
and ask for forgiveness for the ways we have denied the Christ in others. 

 

The Greeting 
Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 
Presider Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

All His mercy endures for ever. 

 
Presider Almighty God, 

All to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Hymn 474—Jesus, Where’er Thy People Meet Warrington 
  
 Jesus, where'er thy people meet, 

there they behold thy mercy-seat; 
where'er they seek thee, thou art found, 
and every place is hallowed ground. 
 
For thou, within no walls confined, 

inhabitest the humble mind; 
such ever bring thee where they come, 
and going, take thee to their home. 
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Here may we prove the power of prayer 
to strengthen faith and sweeten care, 
to teach our faint desires to rise, 
and bring all heaven before our eyes. 
 
Lord, we are few, but thou art near; 
nor short thine arm, nor deaf thine ear; 
O rend the heavens, come quickly down, 
and make a thousand hearts thine own!  

 
Lent is a season of preparation for Easter, when the Church celebrates the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
It is customary that baptism occurs at Easter, so in Lent we examine how faithfully we have kept the promises 

made in our baptismal covenant, so that we may be ready to reaffirm our commitment at Easter. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Officiant Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare for the Paschal Feast, let us make ready our hearts 

to renew the covenant of our baptism.  Let us ask God to bring to light the things now 
hidden in darkness, and to disclose to us the secret purposes of our hearts.  Silence. 

 
How faithfully have we continued in the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we persevered in resisting evil, and whenever we fell into sin, 

repented and returned to the Lord? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we proclaimed by word and example the good news of God in 

Christ? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we sought and served Christ in all persons, loving our neighbours 

as ourselves? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we striven for justice and peace among all people, respecting the 

dignity of every human being? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we striven to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation; respecting, 

sustaining, and renewing the life of the earth? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 
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Officiant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Trisagion (sung three times) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Presider God of glory, your revelation through Jesus Christ calls us into your covenant of love.  

Enable us now to reflect your love, so that barriers erected by sin may be broken down, 
and all people may be drawn to you; through him who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

  
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Reader A reading from the Book of Jeremiah. 

 
 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
"Know the Lord," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 

says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  51:1-13 
The Leader and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 
Leader Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; * 

    in your great compassion blot out my offences.    

People Wash me through and through from my wickedness * 

    and cleanse me from my sin.     

Leader For I know my transgressions, * 

    and my sin is ever before me.  

People Against you only have I sinned * 

    and done what is evil in your sight.  

Leader And so you are justified when you speak * 

    and upright in your judgement.  

People Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 

    a sinner from my mother's womb.  

Leader For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * 

    and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 

People Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 

    wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.   

Leader Make me hear of joy and gladness, * 

    that the body you have broken may rejoice.  

People Hide your face from my sins * 

    and blot out all my iniquities.  

Leader Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 

    and renew a right spirit within me.  

People Cast me not away from your presence * 

    and take not your holy Spirit from me.  

Leader Give me the joy of your saving help again * 

    and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 

Second Reading Hebrews 5:5-10 
Reader A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. 

  
 Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one 

who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you"; as he says also in 
another place, "You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek." In the 
days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, 
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to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for 
all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order 
of Melchizedek. 

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 180—Giver of the Perfect Gift Song 13 

  
Giver of the perfect gift, only hope of human race, 
hear the prayer our hearts uplift, trembling at thy throne of grace. 
 
Though the accusing voice within speaks of many a wrong to thee, 
thou canst cleanse from every sin; thou canst set the conscience free. 
 
Who can save us, Lord, but thou?  Let thy mercy show thy power. 
Lo, we plead thy promise now, now, in this accepted hour. 

 
Oh! may these our Lenten days, blest by thee, with thee be passed, 
that with purer, nobler praise we may keep thy feast at last. 
 
God the holy Trinity, grant the mercy we implore; 
God the One, all praise to thee through the ages evermore. 

 

Gospel  John 12:20-33 
Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Gospeller Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to 
see Jesus." Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very 
truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those 
who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must 
follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honour. Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say - 'Father, save me 
from this hour'? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify 
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your name." Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again." The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An 
angel has spoken to him." Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not for 
mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." He said 
this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

 

 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon.  If you missed part of the sermon 

or would like to listen to it again, it will be posted on our website in the Worship section. 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
Presider Let us affirm the faith of our baptism in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS  

 

The Intercessions 
The response will be sung after each petition and twice after the last petition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider Trusting in the compassion of God, and gathering our prayers and praises into one, let 

us pray as our Saviour taught us: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 

 

Closing Prayers 
Presider We cast our burdens upon you, O Lord, 

All and you will sustain us. 

 
Presider Create in us clean hearts, O God, 

All and renew a right spirit within us. 
 

Presider Cast us not away from your presence 

All and take not your Holy Spirit from us. 
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Presider Give us the joy of your saving help again 

All and sustain us by your bountiful Spirit. 
 

Presider Blessed are you, O Holy One, 

All the God of our salvation who bears our burdens.  
 

Blessing 

 

Hymn 345—King of Glory, King of Peace Gwalchmai 
 
 King of glory, King of peace, I will love thee; 

and that love may never cease, I will move thee. 
Thou hast granted my request, thou hast heard me; 
thou didst note my working breast, thou hast spared me. 
 
Wherefore with my utmost art I will sing thee, 
and the cream of all my heart I will bring thee. 
Though my sins against me cried, thou didst clear me; 
and alone, when they replied, thou didst hear me. 
 
Seven whole days, not one in seven, I will praise thee; 
in my heart, though not in heaven, I can raise thee. 
Small it is, in this poor sort to enrol thee; 
even eternity's too short to extol thee. 
 

Dismissal 
Presider Go in the peace of Christ. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude    “Crown Him With Many Crowns”—S. Rogers 

 

 

 
The Coffee Hour meets online at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee between 11:00 and noon. 

http://www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Steve Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Steve Smith 
Organist  Julie Deck 
Chimes  
Server  
Reader  
Intercessor  
Greeters & Sidespeople  
 
 

 

 

 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from Common Worship:  Times and Seasons (London:  Church House Publishing, 

2006).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989).  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied under 

CCLI # 2281450  or OneLicense # A-729171 for publication and streaming/podcast.  Hymns:  474, 180, and 345 from Common 

Praise, in the public domain. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 

 

The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Terry Noble 
Associate Priest 

 

The Rev. Ruth Adams 
The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 

The Rev. Steve Smith 
Honorary Assistants 

 

The Rev. Christian Harvey 

The Rev. Bev Thompson 
Deacons 

 

Ms. Julie Deck 
Director of Music 

 
 

Director of Family Ministries 
 

Ms. Jennifer Passmore 

Mr. Jim Weldon 
Churchwardens 

 

Mrs. Mickey Bongers 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 

stjohnspeterborough.ca 
 

www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


