
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 14, 2021—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude  Variations on “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense”—J. Walther  

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Presider We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  We repent of the ways 
that we have ignored the voices of Indigenous peoples and the destruction that our 
actions and those of our ancestors have wrought.  We seek reconciliation and justice 
and ask for forgiveness for the ways we have denied the Christ in others. 

 

The Greeting 
Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 
 

Presider Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

All His mercy endures for ever. 
 

Presider Almighty God, 

All to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Hymn 5—Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies Ratisbon 
  

 Christ whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ the true, the only light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise! 
Triumph o’er the shades of night: 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 

Dark and cheerless is the morn 
unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day’s return, 
till thy mercy’s beams I see, 
till they inward light impart, 
glad my eyes and warm my heart. 
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Visit then this soul of mine, 
pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, Radiancy divine, 
scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 

 
Lent is a season of preparation for Easter, when the Church celebrates the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
It is customary that baptism occurs at Easter, so in Lent we examine how faithfully we have kept the promises 

made in our baptismal covenant, so that we may be ready to reaffirm our commitment at Easter. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Officiant Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare for the Paschal Feast, let us make ready our hearts 

to renew the covenant of our baptism.  Let us ask God to bring to light the things now 
hidden in darkness, and to disclose to us the secret purposes of our hearts.  Silence. 

 
How faithfully have we continued in the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we persevered in resisting evil, and whenever we fell into sin, 

repented and returned to the Lord? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we proclaimed by word and example the good news of God in 

Christ? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we sought and served Christ in all persons, loving our neighbours 

as ourselves? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 
Officiant How faithfully have we striven for justice and peace among all people, respecting the 

dignity of every human being? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 

 

Officiant How faithfully have we striven to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation; respecting, 

sustaining, and renewing the life of the earth? 

All Lord, have mercy, and complete your work in us. 
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Officiant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Trisagion (sung three times) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Presider Steadfast God, you reach out to us in mercy.  When we rebel against your holy call and 

walk in disobedience, soften our hearts with the warmth of your love, so that we may 
know your Son alive within us, redeeming us, and raising us up into your eternal 

presence.  This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

  
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Numbers 21:4-9 
Reader A reading from the Book of Numbers. 

 
 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and 
against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For 
there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food." Then the Lord sent 
poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites 
died. The people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned by speaking against the 
Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us." So Moses 
prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set 

it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live." So Moses made a 
serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that 
person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.  

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  107:1-3, 17-22 
The Leader and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 
Leader Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 

    and his mercy endures for ever.   

People  Let all those whom the LORD has redeemed proclaim * 

    that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.    

Leader He gathered them out of the lands; * 

    from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. ,   

People Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 

    they were afflicted because of their sins.  

Leader They abhorred all manner of food * 

    and drew near to death's door.  

People Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, * 

    and he delivered them from their distress.  

Leader He sent forth his word and healed them * 

    and saved them from the grave.  

People Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy * 

    and the wonders he does for his children.  

Leader Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

    and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. 
 

Second Reading Ephesians 2:1-10 
Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 

  
 You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the 

course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the 
passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature 
children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great 
love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ - by grace you have been saved - and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to 
come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God - not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we 
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life.  
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Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 14—O Gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ Tallis’s Canon 

  
O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, 
in you the Father’s glory shone. 
Immortal, holy, blest is he, 
and blest are you, his holy Son. 
 
Now sunset comes, but light shines forth; 
the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 
Praise Father, Son, and Spirit:  God 
who dwells in the eternal light. 
 
Worthy are you of endless praise, 
O Son of God, life-giving Lord; 
wherefore you are through all the earth 
and in the highest heaven adored. 

 

Gospel  John 3:14-21 
Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Gospeller Jesus said, "Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those 
who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is 
the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not 
come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is 
true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in 
God."  

 

 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon.  If you missed part of the sermon 

or would like to listen to it again, it will be posted on our website in the Worship section. 

 

Anthem  “Only Be Still and Wait His Leisure” from The Church Cantata—J.S. Bach 

  Sung by Cole Hayward 
 Only be still, wait thou His leisure, take up the cross His wisdom sends, trust thou in God and His 

good pleasure, as with a shield His love defends.  God, who His chosen children knows, God from 
whose life our being flows, He will at last our sorrow lighten will with glad hope our darkness 
brighten.  

  

Affirmation of Faith 
Presider Let us affirm the faith of our baptism in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS  

 

The Intercessions 
The response will be sung after each petition and twice after the last petition. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider Trusting in the compassion of God, and gathering our prayers and praises into one, let 

us pray as our Saviour taught us: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 

 

Closing Prayers 
Presider We cast our burdens upon you, O Lord, 

All and you will sustain us. 

 
Presider Create in us clean hearts, O God, 

All and renew a right spirit within us. 
 

Presider Cast us not away from your presence 

All and take not your Holy Spirit from us. 
 

Presider Give us the joy of your saving help again 

All and sustain us by your bountiful Spirit. 
 

Presider Blessed are you, O Holy One, 

All the God of our salvation who bears our burdens.  
 

Blessing 

 

Hymn 386—When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Rockingham 

 
 When I survey the wondrous cross 

on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
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Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the cross of Christ, my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were an offering far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all.   
 

Dismissal 
Presider Go in the peace of Christ. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude    Variations from Organ Concerto Op. 4 No. 1—G.F. Handel 

 

 

 
The Coffee Hour meets online at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee between 11:00 and noon. 

http://www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Julie Deck 
Chimes  
Server  
Reader  
Intercessor  
Greeters & Sidespeople  
 
 

 

 

 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from Common Worship:  Times and Seasons (London:  Church House Publishing, 

2006).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989).  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied under 

CCLI # 2281450  or OneLicense # A-729171 for publication and streaming/podcast.  Hymns:  5 and 386 from Common Praise, in 
the public domain.  “O Gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ”, Words:  ancient Greek hymn, paraphrase F. Bland Tucker © 1985 The 

Church Pension Fund; Music in the public domain. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-729171. All rights reserved. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 

 

The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Terry Noble 
Associate Priest 

 

The Rev. Ruth Adams 
The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 

The Rev. Steve Smith 
Honorary Assistants 

 

The Rev. Christian Harvey 

The Rev. Bev Thompson 
Deacons 

 

Ms. Julie Deck 
Director of Music 

 
 

Director of Family Ministries 
 

Ms. Jennifer Passmore 

Mr. Jim Weldon 
Churchwardens 

 

Mrs. Mickey Bongers 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 

stjohnspeterborough.ca 
 

www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


