
National Indigenous Day of Prayer 

June 20th, 2021—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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A Note on the Liturgy. 

 

We observe June as Indigenous History month.  Some elements of the liturgy for the month will reflect an Indigenous 

worldview as an alternative to the Western theological framework upon which most of our liturgy is based.  These elements 

have been given to the Church for its use by Indigenous Anglicans.  We use them with honour and respect, particularly as 

we mark the National Indigenous Day of Prayer on June 20th.  In light of the confirmation of the graves of victims—

innocent and vulnerable children—of the residential school in Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc in the last week of May, we are 

reminded of the sin of the Church and respond with humility and listening for a time. 

 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude  Humoresque—A. Dvorak  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

Hymn Praise with Joy the World’s Creator Praise, My Soul 
 
 Praise with joy the world’s Creator, God of justice, love and peace, 

source and end of human knowledge, God whose grace shall never cease. 
Celebrate the Maker’s glory, power to rescue and release. 
 
Praise to Christ who feeds the hungry, frees the captive, finds the lost, 
heals the sick, upsets religion, fearless both of fate and cost. 
Celebrate Christ’s constant presence:  friend and stranger, guest and host. 
 
Praise the Spirit sent among us, liberating truth from pride, 

forging bonds where race or gender, age or nation dare divide. 
Celebrate the Spirit’s treasure:  foolishness none dare deride. 
 
Praise the Maker, Christ, and Spirit, one God in community, 
Calling Christians to embody oneness and diversity. 
This the world shall see reflected:  God is One and One in Three. 
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Prayer of Preparation 
Officiant Creator God, we ask that you cleanse our thoughts and hearts that we may hear and be 

guided by your word and direction.  Purify our minds so that we may walk with you 
along the good road.  Clear our eyes so that we may see you at work in your creation.  
Open our ears to hear your voice.  Prepare our hearts to beat in harmony with yours so 
that we may worship with all that we are and experience the presence of Jesus Christ 
among us.  

All Amen. 

 

The Penitential Rite 
Officiant We were created from God’s loving heart, and that same love embraces us with 

forgiveness.  God’s healing and reconciling love helps us to see our brokenness for what 
it is, in the same moment that grace and forgiveness are offered to us.  Let us welcome 
the gift of God’s love, and confess before God and each other the sins that keep us from 
true friendship with God and with one another.  Silence. 

 
Creator and loving God, 

All you have searched us out and known us and all that we are is open to you. 

We confess that we have sinned: 

We have put up walls between ourselves and you, closing our hearts to your gifts. 

We have failed to respect and honour the gifts that you have given to us in creation, 

mother earth and all living things. 

We squander the inheritance of generations to come. 

We have sinned against each other: 

we have put up walls between ourselves and our neighbours, 

giving in to the fear, ignorance and arrogance that make racism. 

We have failed to respect the gifts of all your peoples. 

We have failed to respect the gifts of the four directions. 

We have used our power to dominate and our weakness to manipulate; 

we have evaded responsibility and failed to confront evil; 

we have trusted false gods and listened to their promises; 

we have denied dignity to ourselves and to each other; 

we have fallen into despair. 

In our despair we have forgotten you, and have gone astray from your path. 

Forgive us for what we have done; and forgive those who have hurt us. 

Give us your blessing and help.  Let us walk in your great love; 

through the great peace maker, your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

 
Officiant May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and 

strengthen you by the Holy Spirit, and raise you to new life in Jesus Christ. 

All Amen. 
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Introductory Responses 
Officiant O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise 

All and your glory all day long. 

 
Officiant Christ has triumphed over death: 

All O come let us worship. 

 
Officiant Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 

All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Isaiah 40:25-31 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

   
 To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One.  Lift up 

your eyes on high and see:  Who created these?  He who brings out their host and 
numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in 
power, not one is missing.  Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, ‘My way is 
hidden from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God’?  Have you not known?  
Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth.  He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.  He gives 
power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.  Even youths will faint and be weary, 
and the young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint. 

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  19 
Officiant The heavens declare the glory of God, * 

    and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

People One day tells its tale to another, * 

    and one night imparts knowledge to another.  

Officiant Although they have no words or language, * 

    and their voices are not heard,  

People Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 

    and their message to the ends of the world. 
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Officiant In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 

    it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
    it rejoices like a champion to run its course.  

People It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 

and runs about to the end of it again; * 

    nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  

Officiant The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; * 

    the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.  

People The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; * 

    the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

Officiant The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; * 

    the judgements of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

People More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 

     sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

Officiant By them also is your servant enlightened, * 

    and in keeping them there is great reward. 

People Who can tell how often he offends? * 

    cleanse me from my secret faults. 

Officiant Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 

let them not get dominion over me; * 
    then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offence. 

People Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

be acceptable in your sight, * 

    O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
Reader A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 

 
 For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 

therefore all have died.  And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer 
for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.  From now on, therefore, 
we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from 

a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way.  So if anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given 
us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us.  So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
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through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 173—Creator of the Earth and Skies Breslau 
 
 Creator of the earth and skies, to whom the words of life belong, 

grant us your truth to make us wise; grant us your power to make us strong. 
 
We have not known you:  to the skies our monuments of folly soar, 
and all our self-wrought miseries have made us trust ourselves the more. 
 
We have not loved you:  far and wide the wreckage of our hatred spreads, 
and evils wrought by human pride recoil on unrepentant heads. 
 
For this, our foolish confidence, our pride of knowledge, and our sin, 

we come to you in penitence; in us the work of grace begin. 
 
Teach us to know and love you, Lord, and humbly follow in your way. 
Speak to our souls the quickening Word, and turn our darkness into day. 
 

Gospel  John 1:1-14 
Officiant May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 
  

Officiant In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.  He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
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blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon.  If you missed part of the sermon 

or would like to listen to it again, it will be posted on our website in the Worship section. 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
Officiant According to the understanding of Indigenous Christians, let us confess our faith. 

All We believe in one God, the Creator, the Great Spirit.  You made all things and 

placed your Spirit in them. 

 

We believe in your Son, Jesus the Christ, sent from your heart to preach and to 

change our hearts to be like yours.  He was born of Mary his mother.  He, being 

Creator with you from the beginning of all time, became a man like one of us.  He 

suffered and died on a cross for sin.  He rose from death.  He was taken into heaven 

and now sits at your right hand.  He will come again to the earth to proclaim your 

kingdom. 

 

We believe in the Holy and Great Spirit who comes from you to empower and 

enable us to live as your children.  Who is worshipped as you are, one with you and 

Jesus.  We believe in one holy church, begun and sustained by your elders and 

apostles.  We look to our baptism for forgiveness.  We believe that one day all the 

dead will be made alive in the resurrection and we believe that when we die we will 

return to you to be judged.  Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS  

 

The Prayers of the People 
Officiant We lift our hearts in prayer: 

All God, we call to you for help, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Collect of the Day 
Officiant Creator God, from you every family in heaven and earth takes its name.  You have 

rooted and grounded us in your covenant love, and empowered us by your Spirit to 
speak the truth in love, and to walk in your way towards justice and wholeness.  
Mercifully grant that your people, journeying together in partnership, may be 
strengthened and guided to help one another to grow into the full stature of Christ, who 
is our light and our life. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (translated from Maori) 
Officiant Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

All Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 

Amen.  

 

Announcements and Offering 
 Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is 
continuing.  As part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St 
John’s work and witness.  You can visit www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including 
e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, or scan the QR Code to the left with your 
mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

  

Offertory Music Dakota Hymn 
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COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Closing Prayer 
Officiant God, we are aliens and sojourners in this world, but you invite us to be your guests. 

You lavishly offer us your hospitality and lovingly welcome us into your family. 
You invite us to share in the abundance of your kingdom. 
 
God, we have been welcomed to this land by those you placed here before us. 
We have not been gracious, humble, and peaceful guests. 
Open the eyes of our hearts that we may better understand whose guests we are. 

 
God, you have shown us that providing hospitality to strangers opens a doorway into 
the Kingdom of God.  Remind us that when we offer hospitality to others, we are 
receiving Christ into our midst and so fulfilling the law of love. 

All We open our hearts to embrace the stranger, the friend, the rich, and the poor. 

We open our lives to offer a generous heart toward all. 

 
Officiant We are your children. 

All We have heard you in the winds, seen you in the sunrise; 

we have felt your kindness in the seasons. 

 
Officiant Great Spirit, we know you!  We hear you speak! 

All We know this very moment you are near to us 

as the air surrounds us and fills our lungs with life. 

 
Officiant Be with us, Great Spirit. 

All Show us the way you would have us go!  

 

Blessing 

 

Hymn The Crash of Constellations Thornbury 
 

 The crash of constellations, where prejudice divides, 
where love is torn and broken, where hatred still resides, 
is where we meet as equals and share what God has given, 
diversity in concord, a foretaste of God’s heaven. 
 
This is the time for praying, yet prayer is not the end, 
for reconciliation needs grace that God will send. 
And in that grace our vision, our eyes are opened wide, 
to see Christ in the other, and then we must decide. 
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Is love of God yet greater than human words and creeds? 
Is love of neighbour furnished by human loving deeds? 
And can we live together or must we be apart, 
because of human difference though we are one in heart? 
 
God give us grace to fathom the riches of your care, 
and then the strength to shoulder the ministry we bear; 
that working with each other acknowledging the worth 
of love we share together we’ll spread your peace on earth. 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant Go in peace to love and serve God and God’s people! 
All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude Variations I, III, VI in G Major WoO 77—L. van Beethoven  

 

 

 
The Coffee Hour meets online at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee between 11:00 and noon. 

http://www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Officiant The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Leigh Kern (bio below) 
Organist  Julie Deck 
Reader Laverne Malcolm, Anishnawbe, Ebb and Flow First Nation 
 
The Rev. Leigh Kern (She/Her) is the Diocese of Toronto’s Right Relations Coordinator.  At 
Toronto Urban Native Ministry (TUNM) Leigh does street and prison chaplaincy, support work 
for people interfacing with criminalization, pastoral care and funerals, and coordinates projects 
with different communities to bring urban Indigenous people increased access to culture, 
healthcare, and community.  Leigh loves making coffee and traditional foods for community 
members at TUNM’s joint ministry with Church of the Holy Trinity, Unity Kitchen, which serves 
lunch to 130 people a day in the downtown east of Toronto.  Leigh studied at the University of 
Toronto and Yale Divinity School.  After her ordination, she served as Assistant Curate and then 
Associate Priest for three years at Saint James Cathedral, Toronto.  Leigh is grateful for the many 
Elders that inform and guide her work and the life of TUNM. 
 
Toronto Urban Native Ministry (TUNM) is a shared ecumenical ministry between The United 

Church of Canada and The Anglican Church of Canada.  TUNM is a unique ministry which 
supports both Traditional Indigenous spiritualities and world-views as well as Christian spiritual 
practices, showing that they can walk together in harmony.  Founded in 1996, TUNM interacts 
with more than 8,000 lives each year, reaching out to Indigenous people on the street, in hospitals, 
in jails, shelters and hostels, providing counseling, Ceremony, spiritual carec and referrals to 
community service. TUNM has been leading COVID-19 emergency response, organizing medical 
care, COVID-19 testing, vaccination clinics, mobile midwifery, and wrap around support services 
to underserviced communities in the GTA. Donate to TUNM here: www.canadahelps.org/en/
charities/tunm/ 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from Welcoming the Stranger:  Worship Resources, (PWRDF, 2018) and “Prayers 

and Worship Resources for Refugee Sunday” (Diocese of Toronto, 2021).  And from “Worship in the Vision of New Agape: A 
Collection of Resources”, 2004, the Anglican Church of Canada.  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: 

Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied under CCLI # 2281450  or One License 

# A-729171.  “Praise with Joy the World’s Creator”, Music in the public domain, Words by the Iona Community, © 1987 WGRG, 
Iona Community (Glasgow, Scotland), G.I.A. Publications, Inc, exclusive agent, used by permission under One License.  “Creator of 

the Earth and Skies”, Music in the public domain, Words by Donald Hughes © J. Donald P. Hughes, reproduced from Common 

Praise.  “The Crash of Constellations”, CCLI Song # 5394122, Music in the public domain, Words by Andrew E. Pratt, © 2008 
Stainer & Bell Ltd (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company), all rights reserved. 
Maori Lord’s Prayer:  This copyright material is taken from ‘A New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’ and is 

used with permission.  A New Zealand Prayer Book © 1988 The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia.  
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Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


