
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 21st—National Indigenous Day 

A Service of the Word 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga 

Anishinaabe, adjacent to the territory of the Haudenosaunee, on whose land and by whose waters we 
gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our 
Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

Prayer of Preparation 
Officiant Creator God, we ask that you cleanse our thoughts and hearts that we may hear and be guided by your 

word and direction.  Purify our minds so that we may walk with you along the good road.  Clear our 
eyes so that we may see you at work in your creation.  Open our ears to hear your voice.  Prepare our 
hearts to beat in harmony with yours so that we may worship with all that we are and experience the 
presence of Jesus Christ among us.  

All Amen. 

 

Confession 
Officiant We were created from God’s loving heart, and that same love embraces us with forgiveness.  God’s 

healing and reconciling love helps us to see our brokenness for what it is, in the same moment that 
grace and forgiveness are offered to us.  Let us welcome the gift of God’s love, and confess before God 
and each other the sins that keep us from true friendship with God and with one another.  Silence. 

 
Creator and Loving God, 

All you have searched us out and known us and all that we are is open to you.  We confess that we 

have sinned:  we have put up walls between ourselves and you, closing our hearts to your gifts.  We 

have failed to respect and honour the gifts that you have given to us in creation, mother earth and 

all living things.  We squander the inheritance of generations to come.  We have sinned against 

each other:  we have put up walls between ourselves and our neighbours, giving in to the fear, 

ignorance and arrogance that make racism.  We have failed to respect the gifts of all your peoples.  

We have failed to respect the gifts of the four directions.  We have used our power to dominate 

and our weakness to manipulate; we have evaded responsibility and failed to confront evil; we have 

trusted false gods and listened to their promises; we have denied dignity to ourselves and to each  



other; we have fallen into despair.  In our despair we have forgotten you, and have gone astray 

from your path.  Forgive us for what we have done; and forgive those who have hurt us.  Give us 

your blessing and help.  Let us walk in your great love; through the great peace maker, your Son, 

Jesus.  Amen. 

 
Officiant Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

Amen Amen. 

 

Introductory Responses 
Officiant O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise 

All and your glory all day long. 

 
Officiant Christ has triumphed over death: 

All O come let us worship. 

 
Officiant Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 

All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading Isaiah 25:1-9 

Reader A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done wonderful 
things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.  For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a 
ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt.  Therefore strong peoples will glorify 
you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.  For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the 
needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.  When the blast of the 
ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat 
with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.  On this mountain the Lord of hosts will 
make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, 
of well-matured wines strained clear.  And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over 
all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death for ever.  Then the Lord 
God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all 
the earth, for the Lord has spoken.  It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for 
him, so that he might save us.  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  19 
The Officiant and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 

Officiant The heavens declare the glory of God, * 

    and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

People One day tells its tale to another, * 

    and one night imparts knowledge to another.  

Officiant Although they have no words or language, * 

    and their voices are not heard,  

People Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 

    and their message to the ends of the world.  

Officiant In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 

    it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course.  



People It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; * 

    nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  

Officiant The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; * 

    the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.  

People The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; * 

    the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

Officiant The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; * 

    the judgements of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

People More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 

     sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

Officiant By them also is your servant enlightened, * 

    and in keeping them there is great reward. 

People Who can tell how often he offends? * 

    cleanse me from my secret faults. 

Officiant Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; * 

    then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offence. 

People Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * 

    O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:6-21 
Reader A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away 
from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight.  Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather 
be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  So whether we are at home or away, we make it 
our aim to please him.  For all of us must appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.  Therefore, knowing the 
fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that 
we are also well known to your consciences.  We are not commending ourselves to you again, but 
giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in 
outward appearance and not in the heart.  For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our 
right mind, it is for you.  For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died 
for all; therefore all have died.  And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.  From now on, therefore, we regard no one 
from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know 
him no longer in that way.  So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world 
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to 
us.  So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn 407—Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works Lacquiparle 
 

 Many and great, O God, are your works, maker of earth and sky. 

Your hands have set the heavens with stars; 

your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 

Lo, at your Word the waters were formed; deep seas obey your voice. 

 

Grant unto us communion with you, O star-abiding One. 

Come unto us and dwell with us; 

with you are found the gifts of life. 

Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life in you. 

 

Gospel  John 1:1-14 
Officiant A Reading from the Gospel of John. 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 
beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John.  He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows the Sermon. 

 

A First Nations Creed 
Officiant According to the understanding of our Indigenous siblings, let us confess our faith. 

All We believe in one God, the Creator, the Great Spirit.  You made all things and placed your Spirit 

in them. 

 

We believe in your Son, Jesus the Christ, sent from your heart to preach and to change our hearts to 

be like yours.  He was born of Mary his mother.  He, being Creator with you from the beginning of 

all time, became a man like one of us.  He suffered and died on a cross for sin.  He rose from death. 

He was taken into heaven and now sits at your right hand.  He will come again to the earth to 

proclaim your kingdom. 

 

We believe in the Holy and Great Spirit who comes from you to empower and enable us to live as 

your children.  Who is worshipped as you are, one with you and Jesus.  We believe in one holy 

church, begun and sustained by your elders and apostles.  We look to our baptism for forgiveness. 

We believe that one day all the dead will be made alive in the resurrection and we believe that 

when we die we will return to you to be judged.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Officiant God is our strength and our redeemer, the everlasting God, Creator of all.  Ours is the God who does 

not faint or grow weary, the One whose understanding is unsearchable.  That God’s mercy and justice 
may take flesh in our hearts and lives, and be made known in our community, our nation, and our 
world, let us lift our hearts in prayer as we say, God, we call to you for help, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 



O God, from you nothing is hidden and no plea for mercy goes unheard.  Hear our cry of lament.  
Your heart grieves, O God, for all those displaced from homeland or family by human injustice.  We 
remember how Indigenous children were taken from parents and sent to residential schools, and the 
actions that dehumanised and degraded so many of them.  We remember those who continue to carry 
pain, and those who left this world having heard no words of apology.  That we may refuse to be 
comforted until the violence of the strong has been confounded and the broken everywhere mount up 
on wings like eagles, we lift our hearts in prayer: 

All God, we call to you for help, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Officiant O God, as the sun chases away the night, so the light of your Christ scatters the power of sin and death.  

Hear our cry of repentance.  We acknowledge that the church was part of a system that dishonoured 
the heritage and dignity of so many Indigenous people.  We confess that fear of vulnerability, rejection, 
shame, or guilt sometimes makes us reluctant to seek truth and reconciliation in our own time.  Have 
mercy on us and forgive us.  Fill our hearts with courage and guide us so that ancient wrongs may be 
redressed, broken promises forgiven, and a new covenant forged.  We lift our hearts in prayer: 

All God, we call to you for help, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Officiant O God, you create all things, calling forth each light in the sky by name.  Hear our cry for unity.  You 

created us in your image, blessing us with our many differences.  You made us in every gender and 
every race.  You formed us as people with a variety of gifts and needs, cultures and languages.  Yet, too 
often it is these differences that we have condemned.  As you draw us together in one body, open our 
eyes to perceive the beauty and holiness of humanity’s diversity.  That your people may demonstrate 
your power to reconcile and make all things new, we lift our hearts in prayer: 

All God, we call to you for help, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Officiant O God, you invigorate the exhausted and give fresh strength to the powerless.  Hear our cry of hope.  

We give thanks for those who have shared their sacred stories with others as a way to healing and 
wholeness.  We fix our minds on those who, though hurt have not been destroyed, though humiliated 
have not lost their integrity; and, although love for them was violated, have not lost their capacity to 
love.  We look to the day when children are no longer harmed and never again removed from a 
parent’s loving embrace.  That we may live today by the promise of this vision, we lift our hearts in 
prayer: 

All God, we call to you for help, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Officiant O God, your grace and truth have been made known to us through the Word made flesh.  Hear our cry 

of petition.  You have established your church to be a sign and herald of your promised kingdom.  We 
pray for our Church, especially that branch of it to which we belong.  We lift up our Primate Linda, the 
National Indigenous Archbishop Mark, the Sacred Circle, the Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples, 
and all those in parishes, dioceses, and the General Synod who are taking on the hard work of justice 
and reconciliation.  We lift our hearts in prayer: 

All God, we call to you for help, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Officiant O God, your peace passes all understanding, keeping watch over human hearts and minds.  Hear our 

cry of intercession.  We pray for the sick and all who suffer any need, especially those for whom we 
desire to pray.  Silence.  We remember those who have died and pray for those who most keenly feel 

their absence.  That your compassion for those who suffer and mourn may be made known through the 
care of many siblings, we lift our hearts in prayer: 

All God, we call to you for help, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Officiant O God, in baptism you anoint us and seal us as your own forever.  Give us grace to walk in newness of 

life, that your gifts of healing and reconciliation may be enjoyed by every race and nation.  We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 



A Prayer of Thanksgiving 

All Creator, we thank you that there are different paths to wholeness.  We see your wonder in 

Creation all around us, in the singing birds and the flowing water.  We give thanks for the 

opportunity to share, and for everything that you have given to us.  We give thanks for 

connectedness to each other, for our interconnectedness to all Creation, to the whole cosmos, the 

whole created world.  We give thanks that Jesus Christ has been in our past and is in our present 

and will be with us in our future.  We give thanks for laughter, for humour, for the many different 

ways that we are able to be together and to be in community.  We give thanks for the differences 

between us and for the respect we have for the different paths that people take.  We give thanks for 

the Elders, for the opportunities to be respected no matter what our views are, and to celebrate the 

different views we have.  We give thanks for different approaches to grief, and for the sharing and 

the opportunities to laugh and to share and to care and that we are each different and yet together.  

We give thanks for new understandings, for bridges we are able to build between people, for 

reconciliation.  Help us to be open to new life and to your vision, to bring new life to our homes, to 

heal and to be healers in our families and in our communities.  Amen.  

 

The Collect of the Day 
Officiant Creator God, from you every family in heaven and earth takes its name.  You have rooted and 

grounded us in your covenant love, and empowered us by your Spirit to speak the truth in love, and to 
walk in your way towards justice and wholeness.  Mercifully grant that your people, journeying 
together in partnership, may be strengthened and guided to help one another to grow into the full 
stature of Christ, who is our light and our life. 

All Amen. 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements & Offering 
 Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is continuing.  As 

part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St John’s work and witness.  You can 
visit www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, 
or scan the QR Code to the left with your mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

 

The Blessing 

Officiant May the Creator watch over you.  May the Spirit guide and lead you.  May Jesus be present in all 

that you do.  May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with 

you, within you and surround you and those you love, this day and always. 

All Amen. 

 

Hymn Praise with Joy the World’s Creator Lauda Anima 
 

 Praise with joy the world's Creator, 

God of justice, love, and peace, 

source and end of human knowledge, 

God whose grace shall never cease. 

Celebrate the Maker's glory, 

power to rescue and release. 

 



Praise to Christ who feeds the hungry, 

frees the captive, finds the lost, 

heals the sick, upsets religion, 

fearless both of fate and cost. 

Celebrate Christ's constant presence: 

friend and stranger, guest and host. 

 

Praise the Spirit sent among us, 

liberating truth from pride, 

forging bonds where race or gender, 

age or nation dare divide. 

Celebrate the Spirit's treasure: 

foolishness none dare deride. 

 

Praise the Maker, Christ, and Spirit, 

one God in community, 

calling Christians to embody 

oneness and diversity. 

This the world shall see reflected: 

God is One and One in Three.  

  

Dismissal 
Officiant Let us go in peace to love and serve God by loving and serving others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to attend a Virtual Coffee Hour 

on the internet at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee 
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