The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 12th, 2026—10:00 a.m.

Welcome.

This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God. The stones of these walls have
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries. This place of
worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join
your heart and voice to theirs.

St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition: we welcome saints and
sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those
who are full of questions. All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities
and sexual orientations, economic circumstances, and abilities. This church belongs to God,
so all of God’s children are welcome here.
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the
traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original inhabitants and stewards of this part of the
Creation, on whose land and by whose waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn,
share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.

Prelude

Hymn

The Congregation stands as the hymn begins.

Holy Ground
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This is ho - ly ground; we're stand-ing on ho - ly ground,
These are ho - ly hands; he's giv-en us ho - ly hands.
These are ho - ly lips; he's giv-en us ho - ly lips.
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for the Lord is pres-ent and where he is is ho-ly.
He works through these hands and so these hands are ho-ly.
He speaks through this lips and so these lips are ho-ly.
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The Greeting

Presider  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

People And also with you.

Collect for Purity
Presider  Almighty God,
All to you all hearts are open,

all desires known

and from you no secrets are hidden,
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Presider  Let us take a moment in silence to reflect on and be grateful for the times this week that
we, in thought, word, and action, encouraged or participated in the growth of God’s
Kingdom of love, peace, and justice. (silence)

Let us take a moment in silence to reflect on and confess the times this week that we, in
thought, word, and action, ignored, discouraged, or worked against the growth of
God’s Kingdom of love, peace, and justice. (silence)

Presider ~ Most merciful God,

All we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

The Presider pronounces the absolution, to which all answer, “Amen.”’
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Collect of the Day

Presider  God of the earth, all creation awaits your gift of new life. Prepare our hearts to receive
your Word so that it may grow within us and yield a hundredfold harvest; through
Jesus Christ, the Sower.

All Amen.

Collect for the Parish Bicentenary

Presider ~ God of life and love, who put into the hearts of our ancestors in faith the building of a
church in this place: we give you thanks and praise for your steadfast mercy through the
generations; for the calling of this parish of St John the Evangelist to serve the needs of
our neighbours and to proclaim the good news of your kingdom. In our bicentennial
year, renew in us our zeal for your mission: let us be generous, compassionate, and
faithful servants of the gospel and wise stewards of the heritage handed down to us, that
this place and its people may be a light upon the hill, showing forth your love to all who
see it. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.

The Congregation sits.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

First Reading Genesis 25:19-34
Reader A reading from the Book of Genesis.

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham was the father of Isaac,
and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the
Aramean of Paddanaram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his
wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah
conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she said, "If it is to be this
way, why do I live?" So she went to inquire of the Loord. And the Lord said to her,
"Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the one
shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the younger." When her time to
give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red, all his
body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came out,
with his hand gripping Esau's heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old
when she bore them. When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the
field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was
fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau
came in from the field, and he was famished. Esau said to Jacob, "Let me eat some of
that red stuff, for I am famished!" (Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob said, "First
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People

sell me your birthright." Esau said, "I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to
me?" Jacob said, "Swear to me first." So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to
Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and
went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

Metrical Psalm

119:105-112, Old 100th (349)
Now your word is a lantern, Lord,
that always gives my pathway light,
nor will I fail to keep your law;
your judgments all are just and right.

No troubles like this have I known,;
but let your word preserve my life;
now, Lord, accept the words I speak
and teach me always what is right.

Not once will I forget your law,
although my life is in my hand;
nets have been placed to tangle me,
but I hold fast to your command.

Near to my heart are your decrees,
my heritage for ever sure;

now I have set my heart to keep
your holy precepts evermore.

Second Reading Romans 8:1-11

Reader

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans.

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,
so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according
to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their
minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is
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Hymn

Gospel
Gospeller

hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law indeed it cannot, and those who are in
the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit
is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies
also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

Thanks be to God.
The Congregation stands.
466—How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord Repton
Gospel Acclamation (sung before and after the Gospel)
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Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
May God be with you.
And also with you.

People

Gospeller
People

Gospeller

The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Jesus the Christ.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood
on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went
out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate
them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears
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listen! Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty."

The Gospel of Christ.
People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.
The Congregation sits.
Sermon
A silence for reflection follows the sermon.
The Congregation stands at the invitation of the Presider.
Affirmation of Faith
Presider  Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant.
All I believe in God,

the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in God the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers.

I will persevere in resisting evil and,
whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord.

I will proclaim by word and example
the good news of God in Christ.

I will seek and serve Christ in all persons,
loving my neighbours as myself.

I will strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being.

I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation,
and respect, sustain, and renew the life of the Earth. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
The Peace
Presider  The peace of Christ be always with you.

People And also with you.

Please turn to the people around you and exchange a sign of God’s peace.

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

At the Offertory, gifts of bread and wine, signs of the fruit of human labour, are brought to the altar to be
transformed into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, signs of God'’s love for the world. The money offering, a
sign of our gratitude for God’s blessing of our lives, collected before the liturgy, is blessed.

Hymn 502—You are Salt for the Earth Bring Forth the Kingdom

Prayer over the Gifts

Presider  Beloved God, you spread before us a table of plenty, and give us the cup of new life to
drink. Receive all we offer this day with our grateful thanks and praise, in the name of
Jesus Christ our Saviour.

All Amen.



Eucharistic Prayer
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It is right to offer thanks and  praise.

Presider

It is indeed right to thank you and praise you, holy and gracious God, creator of all
things, ruler of heaven and earth, sustainer of life, for you are the source of all
goodness, rich in mercy and abounding in love; you are faithful to your people in every
generation, and your word endures for ever. Therefore with angels and archangels, with
the fellowship of saints and the company of heaven, we glorify your holy name,
evermore praising you and singing:

0 T i f | i N— T N — — T N
Cor—a 5 P & |4 o N2
o |
Ho-1ly, ho-1lyy, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow-er and might,
@O '12 ;I e ! | k) | | = ?\n | | o  —
[y, e IP . . IP — I
heav'n and  earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-
h | | L
A > e e s e e s 2
R e S e S sSe =
san - na in the high -est, ho - san-na in the  high-est.
,? e e s s e o s e o e e =P
9 o %' PE J—J pu i’ Ld—J i i
Blessedis he who comes__ in the name__ of the Lord. Ho -



Presider

All

Presider

All
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san -nain the high-est, ho - san-na in the high-est.

We praise you, merciful Father, not as we ought, but as we are able, because in your
tender love you gave the world your only Son, in order that the world might be saved
through him. He made you known by taking the form of a servant, healing the sick,
liberating the oppressed, reaching out to the lost.

Betrayed, reviled, and nailed to the cross, he confronted the power of sin and disarmed
it for ever. In his offering of himself, he became the perfect and sufficient sacrifice

for the sins of the whole world. Redeemed by Christ, we have been adopted as your
children; by your pardon you have made us worthy to praise you.

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus, at supper with his friends, took bread, gave you
thanks, broke the bread, gave it to them, and said, “Take and eat: this is my body
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the
cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this all
of you: this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

In obedience to him and with grateful hearts we approach your holy table,
remembering our Saviour’s sacrifice, and rejoicing in his victory. Confident in his
sovereign purpose, we declare our faith.

Christ has died,

Christ is risen,

Christ will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit on us that as we receive this bread and this cup we may partake
of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and feed on him in our hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

May we be renewed in his risen life, filled with love, and strengthened in our will to
serve others; and make of our lives, we pray, a pure and holy sacrifice, acceptable to
you, knitting us together as one in your Son Jesus Christ, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Presider  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
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Breaking of the Bread
Presider  We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
All We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

Presider  The gifts of God for the People of God.
All Thanks be to God.

Presider  Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, in

communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present
with us now. In this Eucharist, many are made one.
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Fraction Anthem 745
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sins of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace.
The Congregation sits.
Communion

For those who are present in person, all baptised persons may receive Communion. Please come forward to the
Nave altar in single file to receive the Bread from the Presider and then move to the first available Chalice
Administrator to receive the Wine. Gluten free Hosts are available upon request. Those who find walking
difficult may request that Communion be brought to them. Those who wish to receive a blessing instead of
Communion may indicate their desire by crossing their arms over their breast when they approach the Presider.

Hymn: 649—Breathe On Me, Breath of God Trentham
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COMMISSIONING AND SENDING

Announcements

Prayer after Communion

Presider
All

Blessing
Hymn

Dismissal
Presider

All

All your works praise you, O Lord,

and your faithful servants bless you.

Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
May we, who share his body, live his risen life;
we, who drink his cup, bring life to others;

we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so that we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

447—Lord, We Hear Your Word With Gladness Blaenwern

Followers of Jesus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, serve the world God loves!
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Presider and Preacher
Organist
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Readers

Intercessor
Server/Crucifer
Sacrist

Chalice Administrator
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To the right are some
commonly-asked questions
by visitors. If you have a
question that is not
answered here, please do not
hesitate to ask one of the
greeters or clergy for
assistance.
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Rector
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The Rev. Steve Smith
Honorary Assistants

Mr. Robert Grandy
Director of Music

Dr. Andrew Vreugdenhil
Mr. Colin Walsh

Churchwardens

Mrs. Tammy Delahey
Deputy Churchwarden

Mrs. Carolyn Porteous
Parish Administrator

stjohnspeterborough.ca

www.facebook.com/
StJohnsPtbo

Instagram
@stjohnspeterborough

Welcome!

Children’s Ministry

We welcome children and youth, who may remain with you to worship
and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet! Please feel free to
allow them to roam if they wish. Families are most welcome to use the
activities in the children’s area in the church and to bring colouring
sheets, toys, and snacks for their children.

On Posture in Worship

It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word
proclaimed and interpreted. Some people prefer to kneel to pray. Please
adopt the posture that helps you to worship.

Visitor’s Cards

If you're visiting, please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card,
which can be found in the rack on the bookcase in the Chapel. We
would love the opportunity to stay in touch with you.

Making an Offering (Donation)

To support the ministry of the parish, an offering may be made by
placing cash or a cheque in an envelope available where you picked up
this order of service. Please write your name and address on the
envelope, then place it on the brass offering plate. Tax receipts are issued
for gifts of $25 or more. We also have a convenient pre-authorised giving
program for monthly donations that are debited from your bank account
or we accept e-transfers to office@stjohnspeterborough.ca. Please visit
www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for more information.

Accessibility
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance, from
where all levels of the facility are accessible via elevator.

Washrooms/Change Table
Accessible washrooms are located down the hall from the narthex
(lobby). A change table is in the nursery at the end of the hall.

Fragrances
We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities.

Fellowship & Refreshments
All are welcome to stay after the liturgy for fellowship and refreshments
in the Guild Hall.




