
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, July 5th—The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

A Service of the Word 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We acknowledge that we are in Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga 

Anishinaabe, adjacent to the territory of the Haudenosaunee, on whose land and by whose waters we 
gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our 
Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

The Penitential Rite 
Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbour.  Silence. 

 
God of all mercy, 

People we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.  We have denied your 

goodness in each other, in ourselves and in the world you have created.  We repent of the evil that 

enslaves us, the evil we have done and the evil done on our behalf.  Forgive, restore and strengthen 

us through our Saviour Jesus Christ, so that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 

Amen. 

 
Officiant May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen you by 

the Holy Spirit, and raise you to new life in Jesus Christ. 

People Amen. 

 

Introductory Responses 
Officiant O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise 

All and your glory all day long. 

 
Officiant Christ has triumphed over death: 

All O come let us worship. 

 
Officiant Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 

All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

 



THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
Reader A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 

Abraham’s servant, the oldest of his house, said, ‘I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly 
blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, 
male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master 
when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, “You shall 
not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go 
to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.” I came today to the spring, and said, 
“O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way I am going! I 
am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall 
say, ‘Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,’ and who will say to me, ‘Drink, and I will 
draw for your camels also’—let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.” 
Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water-jar on her 
shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, “Please let me drink.” She quickly 
let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, “Drink, and I will also water your camels.” So I drank, 
and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, “Whose daughter are you?” She said, “The 
daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the ring on her nose, and the 
bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God 
of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s 
kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, 
tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.’ And they called Rebekah, and said to 
her, ‘Will you go with this man?’ She said, ‘I will.’ So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her 
nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, ‘May 
you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their 
foes.’ Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the 
servant took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in 
the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. 
And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the 
servant, ‘Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?’ The servant said, ‘It is my 
master.’ So she took her veil and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had 
done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; 
and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  45:11-18 
The Officiant and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 

Officiant "Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; * 

    forget your people and your father's house. 

People The king will have pleasure in your beauty; * 

    he is your master; therefore do him honour.  

Officiant The people of Tyre are here with a gift; * 

    the rich among the people seek your favour."  

People All glorious is the princess as she enters; * 

    her gown is cloth-of-gold. 

Officiant In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; * 

    after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 

People With joy and gladness they are brought, * 

    and enter into the palace of the king. 



Officiant "In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; * 

    you shall make them princes over all the earth. 

People I will make your name to be remembered from one generation to another; * 

    therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever."   

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Second Reading Romans 7:15-25a 
Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now 
if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin 
that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will 
what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 
do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. So I find it 
to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God 
in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me 
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me 
from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory 
Officiant Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead.  And Christ shall give you light. 

All Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead.  And Christ shall give you light. 

 
Officiant You have died and your life is hid with Christ in God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on 

things that are on the earth. 

All Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead.  And Christ shall give you light. 

 
Officiant When Christ our life appears you will appear with him in glory. 

All Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead.  And Christ shall give you light. 

 

Gospel  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Officiant A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

 Jesus said, ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places 
and calling to one another, “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you 
did not mourn.” For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son 
of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-
collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’ At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things 
have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. ‘Come to me, all 
you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows the Sermon. 

 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith and the Baptismal Covenant 
Officiant Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant. 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers. 

 

I will persevere in resisting evil and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord. 

 

I will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. 

 

I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbours as myself. 

 

I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. 

 

I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life of 

the Earth.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Officiant All who are weary and heavy burdened, come let us offer prayers to our God and Father through 

Jesus, whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light. 

 
For the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Anglican Communion, Linda our Primate, Anne our 
Metropolitan, and Andrew and Riscylla our bishops; for this holy gathering and for the people of God 
in every place.  God of rest, 

All hear our prayer. 

 
Officiant For all nations, peoples, tribes, clans, and families, that we may discover the bond of family across the 

boundaries of time and place.  God of rest, 

All hear our prayer. 

 
Officiant For mercy, justice, and peace in the world; and for reckoning with the systemic racism in our own 

country and around the world.  God of rest, 

All hear our prayer. 
 

Officiant For all those in danger and need: the sick and the suffering; the poor, the hungry and the oppressed; 

travellers and prisoners, the weary and burdened, and the dying and the dead.  God of rest, 

All hear our prayer. 

 

Officiant For all those who are captive to sin; for ourselves, our families, our companions, and those we love.  

God of rest, 

All hear our prayer. 
 

Officiant Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St John the Evangelist, St Barnabas 

the Apostle, and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 

All To you, O Lord. 

 



Officiant Lord of heaven and earth, hear the prayers we offer today, teach us the secrets of your heart, and give 

us rest from our trials; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Officiant God of heaven and earth, you reveal your wisdom to the childlike; may we learn from your Son 

humility of heart, so that we find refreshment and rest even as we shoulder the cross of Christ; who, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements & Offering 
 Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is continuing.  As 

part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St John’s work and witness.  You can 
visit www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, 
or scan the QR Code to the left with your mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Hymn 508—I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say Kingsfold 
  

 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

“Come unto me and rest; 

lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

thy head upon my breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, 

so weary, worn, and sad; 

I found in him a resting place, 

and he has made me glad. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

“Behold, I freely give 

the living water; thirsty one, 

stoop down and drink, and live.” 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 

of that life-giving stream; 

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

and now I live in him. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

“I am this dark world's light; 

look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 

and all thy day be bright.” 

I looked to Jesus and I found 

in him my star, my sun; 

and in that light of life I'll walk, 

till travelling days are done. 



Dismissal 
Officiant Let us go in peace to love and serve God by loving and serving others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to attend a Virtual Coffee Hour 

on the internet at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Liturgy from the Book of Alternative Services (Toronto:  Anglican Church of Canada, 1985); “Trial Use Collects for Years A, B, & C and Seasonal 

Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016); and “Morning 

and Evening Prayer for Ordinary Time” (Toronto:  the Liturgy Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  Hymn 508 from Common Praise (Toronto:  
Anglican Church of Canada, 1998).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989). 


