
The Epiphany of the Lord 

January 2, 2022—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude   
 

Hymn 139—The First Nowell The First Nowell 
 
 The first nowell the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 

 Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 

 
They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far, 
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. Refrain 

 
And by the light of that same star three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain 

 
This star drew nigh to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
and there it did both stop and stay right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain 

 
Then entered in those wise men three, full reverently upon their knee, 
and offered there in his presence their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain 

 

Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
who has made heaven and earth of nought, and with his blood salvation bought. Refrain 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 

People From the rising of the sun to its setting 

your name is proclaimed in all the world. 
 
Officiant The Lord of glory be with you. 

People The Lord bless you. 
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The Penitential Rite 
Officiant The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 

sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.  Let us confess our sins.  Silence. 
 

Officiant God be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face to shine upon us: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

 
Officiant May your ways be known on the earth, your saving power among the nations: 

Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 

 
Officiant You, Lord, have made known your salvation, and reveal your justice in the sight of the 

nations:  Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

 
Officiant Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 

deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep 
you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
Officiant Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and of 

peace there shall be no end.  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

 
The Peace is exchanged with members of the household. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Officiant O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the peoples of the 

earth:  mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith, may at last behold your 
glory face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
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For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will 
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all 
gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your 
daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your 
heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the 
young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring 
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

   
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  72:1-7,10-14 
The Leader and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 
Leader Give the King your justice, O God, * 

    and your righteousness to the King's son;  

People That he may rule your people righteously * 

    and the poor with justice. 

Leader That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 

    and the little hills bring righteousness. 

People He shall defend the needy among the people; * 

    he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

Leader He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 

    from one generation to another. 

People He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 

    like showers that water the earth. 

Leader In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 

    there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

People The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 

    and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.  

Leader All kings shall bow down before him, * 

    and all the nations do him service. 

People For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 

    and the oppressed who has no helper. 

Leader He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 

    he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 
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People He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 

    and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
   

Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12 

Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 

 
 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 
was given to me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as 
I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the 

same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel 
I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the 
working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given 
to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make 
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 
things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in 
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 160—As With Gladness Men of Old Dix 
 
 As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee. 
 
As with joyful steps they sped to thy lowly manger-bed, 
there to bend the knee before thee, whom heaven and earth adore; 
so may we with willing feet ever seek the mercy-seat. 
 
As they offered gifts most rare at that manger rude and bare; 
so may we with joyful song, raising voices pure and strong, 
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king. 
 
In the heavenly country bright need they no created light: 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down; 
there forever may we sing alleluias to our king. 
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Gospel  Matthew 2:1-12 
Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

Gospeller In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to worship him.’ When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.” ’Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and worship him.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and worshipped him. Then, opening their treasure-chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 
The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

The Nicene Creed 
Officiant Let us confess our faith, as we say: 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS  

 

Hymn 158—Earth Has Many a Noble City Stuttgart 

 
 Earth has many a noble city; Bethlehem, thou dost all excel: 

out of thee the Lord from heaven came to rule his Israel. 
 
Fairer than the sun at morning was the star that told his birth, 
to the world its God announcing seen in fleshly form on earth. 
 
Eastern sages at his cradle make oblations rich and rare; 
see them give, in deep devotion, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
 
Sacred gifts of mystic meaning: incense doth their God disclose, 
gold the King of kings proclaimeth, myrrh his sepulchre foreshows. 
 
Jesus, whom the Gentiles worshipped at thy glad epiphany, 
unto thee, with God the Father and the Spirit, glory be. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Leader Lord, in your mercy, 

All hear our prayer. 
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Blessing of Chalk 
It is an ancient custom that chalk blessed in the Liturgy on the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord be taken by 
the faithful to their homes where they mark the lintel with the following: 

20 + C + M + B + 22 
The numerals represent the year, the crosses represent blessings, and the letters represent both the Latin words 
Christus mansionem benedicat (Christ bless this house) and the initials of the traditional three Magi:  Caspar, 
Melchior, and Balthasar. As the door lintel is marked (as indicated), the following prayer is said: The three 
Magi, Caspar (C), Melchior (M), and Balthasar (B) followed the star of God’s Son who became human two 
thousand (20) and twenty-two (22) years ago. God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only-begotten One to 
every nation by the guidance of a star. Bless (+) this house and all (+) who inhabit it. Fill us with the light of 
Christ (+), that our concern for others (+) may reflect your love. We ask this through Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 
 

Blessed chalk will be available to be picked up at the church on the mornings of Tuesday, January 4th, and 
Thursday, January 6th and when the church reopens later in the month. 

 

Presentation of the Magi 
The three figures of the Magi are placed at the crèche, representing the gifts they offered to the Christ Child. 

 
At the offering of gold 

Officiant Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:  to you be praise and glory for 

ever.  As gold in the furnace is tried and purified seven times in the fire, so purify our 
hearts and minds that we may be a royal priesthood acceptable in the service of your 
kingdom. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

 
At the offering of incense 

Officiant Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:  to you be praise and glory for 

ever.  As our prayer rises up before you as incense, so may we be presented before you 
with penitent hearts and uplifted hands to offer ourselves in your priestly service. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

 
At the offering of myrrh 

Officiant Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:  to you be praise and glory for 

ever.  As you give medicine to heal our sickness and the leaves of the tree of life for the 
healing of the nations, so anoint us with your healing power that we may be the first-
fruits of your new creation. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 
 

Closing Prayers 
Officiant Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 

All To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 

Officiant From the rising of the sun to its setting your name is proclaimed in all the world. 

All To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 

Officiant When the time had fully come you sent the Sun of Righteousness. 

All In him the fullness of your glory dwells.  To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 

Blessing 
The Officiant offers the Blessing, to which all answer: 

All Amen. 

 

Hymn We Three Kings of Orient Are We Three Kings 

 
 We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar; 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 
King for ever, ceasing never over us all to reign. 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
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Frankincense to offer have I:  incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, gladly raising, worship him, God Most High. 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice; 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Earth to the heavens replies. 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant We have seen his glory, the glory revealed to all the nations. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude     
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Officiant Ále Suárez 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Don Anderson 
Reader Walter Howell 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from Common Worship:  Times and Seasons (London:  Church House Publishing, 

2006).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989).  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied under 

CCLI # 2281450  or OneLicense # A-729171.  Hymns:  139, 158, and 160 from Common Praise; “We Three Kings of Orient Are” 
in the public domain. 
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Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 

snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 
finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 

facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


