
The Epiphany of the Lord 

January 1st, 2023—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities 
and sexual orientations, economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, 
so all of God’s children are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude Prelude sur l'Introit de l'Épiphanie Maurice Duruflé 
 Prelude on “Three Kings of Orient” Janet Linker  
 

Please stand as the hymn begins. 
 

Hymn   156—The People that in Darkness Sat Dundee 
 

The Greeting 

Presider Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 

People From the rising of the sun to its setting 

your name is proclaimed in all the world. 
 

Presider The Lord of glory be with you. 

People The Lord bless you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Presider We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

Prayers of Penitence 
Presider The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 

sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.  Let us confess our sins.  Silence 
 

God be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine upon us:  Lord, have 
mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Presider May your ways be known on the earth, your saving power among the nations:  Christ, 

have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

Presider You, Lord, have made known your salvation, and reveal your justice in the sight of the 

nations:  Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
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Presider Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 

deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep 
you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis Hymn 366 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation of the Magi 
The three figures of the Magi are placed at the crèche, representing the gifts they offered to the Christ Child. 

 
At the offering of gold 

Presider Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:  to you be praise and glory for 

ever.  As gold in the furnace is tried and purified seven times in the fire, so purify our 
hearts and minds that we may be a royal priesthood acceptable in the service of your 
kingdom. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

 
At the offering of incense 

Presider Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:  to you be praise and glory for 

ever.  As our prayer rises up before you as incense, so may we be presented before you 
with penitent hearts and uplifted hands to offer ourselves in your priestly service. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
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At the offering of myrrh 

Presider Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe:  to you be praise and glory for 

ever.  As you give medicine to heal our sickness and the leaves of the tree of life for the 
healing of the nations, so anoint us with your healing power that we may be the first-
fruits of your new creation. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Presider O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the peoples of the 

earth:  mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith, may at last behold your 
glory face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 
The Congregation sits. 

 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  
 

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6  
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

 
 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will 
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all 
gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your 
daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to 
you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall 
cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  72:1-7,10-14 
The choir sings the verses.  The congregation joins in the refrain (R). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; That he 
may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; That the mountains may 

bring prosperity to the people, and the little hills bring righteousness. R  

 He shall defend the needy among the people; he shall rescue the poor and crush the 
oppressor. He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to 

another. R 

 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth.  

In his time shall the righteous flourish; there shall be abundance of peace till the moon 

shall be no more. R 

 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, and the kings of Arabia and 
Saba offer gifts. All kings shall bow down before him, and all the nations do him 
service. For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, and the oppressed who 

has no helper. R  

 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; he shall preserve the lives of the needy. He 
shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, and dear shall their blood be in 

his sight. R   

 

Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12  
Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 

 
 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 
was given to me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as 
I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the 
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this 
gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given to 
me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this 
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grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages 
in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through 
faith in him. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
The Congregation stands. 

 

Hymn 160—As with Gladness Men of Old Dix 
 

Gospel Acclamation  (sung before and after the Gospel) Hymn 715 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel     Matthew 2:1-12  

Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

Gospeller In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the  East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 



7 

 

people Israel.” ’ Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Gospeller      The Gospel of Christ. 

People        Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 

Sermon  
 A  silence for reflection follows the sermon.  Please stand when the Presider stands. 

 

The Nicene Creed 
Presider Let us confess our faith as we say, 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

 

Blessing of Chalk 
It is an ancient custom that chalk blessed at the Eucharist on the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord be taken by 
the faithful to their homes where they mark the lintel with the following: 

20 + C + M + B + 23 
The numerals represent the year, the crosses represent blessings, and the letters represent both the Latin words 
Christus mansionem benedicat (Christ bless this house) and the initials of the traditional three Magi:  Caspar, 
Melchior, and Balthasar.  (More information on how to bless a home may be found on page 14.) 
 

The Peace 
Presider Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and of 

peace there shall be no end.  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Please turn to the people around you and exchange a sign of God’s peace. 

 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  
 

At the Offertory, gifts of bread and wine, signs of the fruit of human labour, are brought to the altar 
to be transformed  into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, signs of God’s love for the world.  The 
money offering, a sign of our gratitude for God’s blessing of our lives, collected before the liturgy, is 
blessed. If you are participating in worship online, please consider making your offering through one 
of the means available at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate. 

 

Hymn 139—The First Nowell The First Nowell 

  

Prayer over the Gifts 
Presider Gracious God, accept the offering of your Church, the hearts of your people joined in 

praise and thanksgiving, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer Scottish Prayer I 
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Presider Worship and praise belong to you, Father, in in every place and at all times.  All power 

is yours.  You created the heavens and established the earth; you sustain in being all 
that is.  In Christ your Son our life and yours are brought together in a wonderful 
exchange.  He made his home among us that we might for ever dwell in you.  Through 
your Holy Spirit you call us to new birth in a creation restored by love. 
 
And now we give you thanks, for the leading of a star, and the coming of the Magi, 
through which the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.  We offer you our 
praise, with angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven singing the hymn 
of your unending glory: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Presider Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father, for the gift of your Son born in 

human flesh.  He is the Word existing beyond time, both source and final purpose, 
bringing to wholeness all that is made.  Obedient to your will he died upon the Cross.  
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By your power you raised him from the dead.  He broke the bonds of evil and set your 
people free to be his Body in the world. 
 
On the night when he was given up to death, knowing that his hour had come, having 
loved his own, he loved them to the end.  At supper with his disciples he took bread 
and offered you thanks.  He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying:  "Take, eat.  
This is my Body: it is broken for you."  After supper, he took the cup, he offered you 
thanks, and gave it to them saying:  "Drink this, all of you.  This is my Blood of the 
new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may he forgiven.  Do this 
in remembrance of me." 
 
We now obey your Son's command. We recall his blessed passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension; and we look for the coming of his Kingdom.  
Made one with him, we offer you these gifts and with them ourselves, a single, holy, 
living sacrifice.  Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon this bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, they 
may be the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled with the fire of your  
love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
 

Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your 
praise and glory; may we grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new 
creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles 
and prophets, and of all our beloved ones living and departed.  Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and 
glory be to you, Lord of all ages, world without end. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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Breaking of the Bread 

Presider We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

All God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

 
Presider The gifts of God for the People of God. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 
Presider Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, in 

communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present 
with us now.  In this Eucharist, many are made one. 

 

Fraction Anthem 
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Communion 
For those who are present in person, all baptised persons may receive Communion.  Please come forward to the 
Chancel step via the centre aisle and return to your seat via the side aisles.  Gluten free Hosts are available upon 
request.  Those who find walking difficult may request that Communion be brought to them.  Those who wish 
to receive a blessing instead of Communion may indicate their desire by crossing their arms over their breast 
when they approach the Presider. 

 
 For those who are present in spirit, the following prayer may be said to make a spiritual Communion. 

 I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 
your people, who are gathered in spirit.  In this moment I join with them to receive you 
in my heart, and in our community.  May you, enthroned on the altar, be now 
enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; 
may you, who give yourself to us again, fill us with grace and heavenly blessing.  Even 
as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, 
that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth 
as it is heaven.  Amen. 

 
 Hymn:  161—Wise Men, They Came to Look   

 

 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 
 

Please stand at the conclusion of the announcements. 
 

Closing Prayers 
Presider Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 

All To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 

Presider From the rising of the sun to its setting your name is proclaimed in all the world. 

All To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 

Presider When the time had fully come you sent the Sun of Righteousness. 

All In him the fullness of your glory dwells.  To you be glory and praise for ever. 

 

Blessing 

The Presider offers the blessing; the congregation responds, “Amen.” 
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Hymn   We Three Kings Kings of Orient 
 
 We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 

 Refrain:     O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, 

            westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 
king forever, ceasing never over us all to reign.  Refrain 

 
Frankincense to offer have I, incense owns a deity nigh; 
prayer and praising all men raising, worship him, God most high.  Refrain 

 
Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom: 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  Refrain 

 
Glorious now behold him arise, king and God and sacrifice; 
alleluia, alleluia!  Sounds thru the earth and skies!  Refrain 

 

Dismissal 
Deacon We have seen his glory, the glory revealed to all the nations. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Postlude Chorale Prelude on “Wie Schon Leuchtet der Morgenstern”         Johann Pachelbel 
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The Blessing of Chalk and Homes 

20 + C + M + B + 23 

It is an ancient custom that chalk blessed at the Eucharist on the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
be taken by the faithful to their homes where they mark the door lintel with numerals representing 
the year, crosses representing blessings, and letters representing both the Latin words Christus 

mansionem benedicat (Christ bless this house) and the initials of the traditional three Magi:  Caspar, 

Melchior, and Balthasar. 

You are welcome to take a piece of blessed chalk home. As the door lintel is marked (as indicated), 

the following prayer is said: The three Magi, Caspar (C), Melchior (M), and Balthasar (B) followed 

the star of God’s Son who became human two thousand (20) twenty-three (23) years ago. God of 
heaven and earth, you revealed your only-begotten One to every nation by the guidance of a star. 

Bless (+) this house and all (+) who inhabit it. Fill us with the light of Christ (+), that our concern 

for others (+) may reflect your love. We ask this through Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher              The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist           Robert Grandy 
Crucifer  TBD 
Server   TBD 
Reader The Rev. Miriam Stroud 
Intercessor    The Rev. Dr. Max Dionisio 
Chalice Administrator The Rev. Miriam Stroud 
Chancel Guild Peggy Kruger and Joan Duncan 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada.  

All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the 
Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for Years 

A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy Task 

Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from Celebrating the Christian Year, Vol. III:  Advent & The Christmas Season 

(Norwich:  The Canterbury Press, 2005).  And from Common Worship:  Times and Seasons (London:  Church House Publishing, 
2006).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  Music is from 
Common Praise (1998) or copied and broadcast/archived under CCLI # 2281450 or One License # A-729171.  “Hope is a Candle”, 

CCLI song # 2013437, words and music by Linnea Good (www.LinneaGood.com) © 1993 Borealis Music, all rights reserved.  Psalm 
refrain © 2001 Gordon Johnston, used with permission.  Gospel Acclamation, music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher 
Walker, published by OCP Publications, all rights reserved.  “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”, words traditional; music Picardy, 17th c. 

French carol, arr. Patrick Wedd ©, used with permission.  The Lord’s Prayer, ICET Setting by David Haas © 1986 by G.I.A. 
Publications, Inc., all rights reserved.  “With the Body That Was Broken”, words Carl P. Daw, Jr. © 1989 Hope Publishing Co; music 

Walter MacNutt © 1973 Waterloo Music Co. Ltd.; used with permission under One License.  Hymns:  “Jesus Came, the Heavens 
Adoring”, words Godfrey Thring, alt.; melody John Francis Wade, harm. attrib. Francis Vincent Novello, alt.; in the public domain.  

“You Servants of the Lord”, words Philip Doddridge, alt.; melody Hymnologium, 1584; adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal; 

in the public domain.  “Herald! Sound the Note of Judgement”, words Moir A.J. Waters, alt © Estate of Moir A.J. Waters, used with 
permission; melody Joachim Neander, alt., in the public domain.  “Come, Let Us Eat” words st. 1-3, Billema Kwillia; tr. Margaret D. 

Miller; st. 4, Gilbert E. Doan, alt. st. 1-3 © The Lutheran World Federation; st. 4  Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission. Melody 
Billema Kwillia © The Lutheran World Federation, harm. Leland Bernhard Sateren © Augsburg Fortress; used with permission. 
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”, words James Montgomery, alt.; melody Johann Cruger, adapt. William Henry Monk; in the public 

domain. 



To the right are some 
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by visitors.  If you have a 
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Welcome! 
COVID-19 Protocols 
Masks are not required but are welcome.  Physical distancing and use of 
hand sanitiser is highly recommended 
 

Children’s Ministry 
.We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 
finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 
We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


