
The Second Sunday of Advent 

December 4th, 2022—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities 
and sexual orientations, economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, 
so all of God’s children are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude Three Advent Preludes      Gilbert M. Martin 
                 1. Meditation on "Merton" 
                 2. Contemplation on "Picardy" 
                 3.  Meditation on "Veni Emmanuel" 

 

Hymn 108—Hark, a Herald Voice is Sounding Merton 

 

The Greeting 

Presider From the One who is and who was and who is to come, 

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Presider We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing. 

 

A Penitential Act 
Presider When the Lord comes, 

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

 
 Lord, have mercy on your people. 

All For we have sinned against you. 

 
Presider Lord, show us your mercy. 

All And grant us your salvation. 

 
Presider Lord, let your love be upon us. 

All For we place all our trust in you. 

 

Presider May Christ who came among us forgive our sins. 

May Christ who is with us always heal what is broken in us. 
May Christ who is to come in glory do justice for us and save us, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
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Lighting of the Advent Candles 
As the candles are lit, the congregation sings: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect of the Day 

Presider God of justice, clear our lives of hatred and despair and sow in us seeds of joy and 

peace, so that shoots of hope may spring forth in us as we await the coming of the 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

All Amen. 

 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 

Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

  
 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt 
around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the 
lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their 
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child 
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
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adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of 
Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious.  

  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  72 
The cantor sings the verses.  The congregation joins in the refrain (R). 

 

 

 

 

 
 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king's son; that he may 

rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;  R 
 
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the little hills bring 

righteousness. He shall defend the needy among the people; he shall rescue the poor and 

crush the oppressor.  R 
 
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another 

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth.  R 

 
In his time shall the righteous flourish; there shall be abundance of peace till the moon 
shall be no more. Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does 
wondrous deeds! And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! And may all the earth be 

filled with his glory. Amen. Amen.  R 

 

Second Reading  Romans 15:4-13            
Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 

 
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the 
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, 
just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has 
become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
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and sing praises to your name"; and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his 
people"; and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise 
him"; and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Hymn  103—On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry Winchester New 

 

Gospel Acclamation  (sung before and after the Gospel) Hymn 715 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel  Matthew 3:1-12 
Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 
The Congregation is seated as the Gospel is told using Biblical Storytelling. 

 
Gospeller In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'" Now John wore clothing of 
camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 

honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the 
region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as 
our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
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Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water 
for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."  

 
 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 

Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows. 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
Presider We say together in faith: 

All Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty, who was, and is, and is to come. 

 
Presider We believe in God the Father, who created all things: 

All for by his will they were created and have their being. 

 
Presider We believe in God the Son, who was slain: 

All for with his blood, he purchased us for God, from every tribe and language, from 

every people and nation. 

 
Presider We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 

All the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’  Even so come, Lord Jesus!  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Leader 
People 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
Presider In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, to give 

light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet 
into the way of peace.  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

 
A sign of peace is shared with members of the assembly or household. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  
 

At the Offertory, gifts of bread and wine, signs of the fruit of human labour, are brought to the altar 
to be transformed  into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, signs of God’s love for the world.  The 
money offering, a sign of our gratitude for God’s blessing of our lives, collected before the liturgy, is 
blessed. If you are participating in worship online, please consider making your offering through one 
of the means available at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate 

 

Hymn 109—When the King Shall Come Again Tempus Adest Floridum 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Presider God of love and power, your word stirs within us the expectation of the coming of your 

Son.  Accept all we offer you this day, and sustain us with your promise of eternal life.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Presider Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker.  Out of nothing, you called all 

worlds to be, and still you draw the universe to its fulfilment.  Dawn and evening 

celebrate your glory till time shall be no more.  In Christ your Son the life of heaven 
and earth were joined, sealing the promise of a new creation, given, yet still to come.  
Taught by your Spirit, we who bear your threefold likeness look for the City of Peace in 
whose light we are transfigured and the earth transformed. 
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As children of your redeeming purpose who await the coming of your Son, we offer 
you our praise, with angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven singing 
the hymn of your unending glory: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Presider Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father.  In Jesus you showed us 

yourself.  Our hope is built on him, the first, the last, the living one.  Obedient, even to 
accepting death, he opened the gate of glory and calls us now to share the life of 

heaven. 
 
Before he was given up to suffering and death, alight with the vision of a feast that 
heralded a kingdom yet to come, at supper with his disciples he took bread and offered 
you thanks.  He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying:  “Take, eat.  This is my 
Body: it is broken for you.”  After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and 
gave it to them saying:  “Drink this, all of you.  This is my Blood of the new covenant; 
it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 
 
We now obey your Son's command.  We recall his blessed passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension; and we look for the coming of his Kingdom.  
Made one with him, we offer you these gifts and with them ourselves, a single, holy, 
living sacrifice.  Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and 
upon this bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, they may be 
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the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled with the fire of your love and 
renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
 
Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your 
praise and glory; may we grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new 
creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles, 
and prophets, and of all our beloved ones living and departed.  Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and 
glory be to you, Lord of all ages, world without end. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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Breaking of the Bread 
Presider God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 

All Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 
Presider The gifts of God for the People of God. 

All Thanks be to God. 

   
Presider Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, in 

communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present 
with us now.  In this Eucharist, many are made one. 

 

Fraction Anthem                              75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Congregation sits. 

 

Communion 
For those who are present in person, all baptised persons may receive Communion.  Please come forward to the 
Chancel step via the centre aisle and return to your seat via the side aisles.  Gluten free Hosts are available upon 
request.  Those who find walking difficult may request that Communion be brought to them.  Those who wish 
to receive a blessing instead of Communion may indicate their desire by crossing their arms over their breast 
when they approach the Presider. 

 
 For those who are present in spirit, the following prayer may be said to make a spiritual Communion. 

 I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 

your people, who are gathered in spirit.  In this moment I join with them to receive you 
in my heart, and in our community.  May you, enthroned on the altar, be now 
enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; 
may you, who give yourself to us again, fill us with grace and heavenly blessing.  Even 
as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, 
that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth 
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as it is in heaven.  Amen. 
 
 Communion Hymn:  85—Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless 

 

Anthem “Come, O Jesus, Saviour Mine” Luigi Cherubini 
   Arr. By Wallingford Riegger 
 Come, O Jesus, Saviour mine, Jesus, Saviour, come to me, O Jesus. 

Come, O Saviour mine, Saviour, O come to me. 
Come, O Jesus, Saviour mine, come to me, O Saviour mine, 
O come to me, O Saviour mine. 

 

  

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Presider Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

 With love and compassion, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 

Presider With judgement and mercy, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 

Presider In power and glory, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 

Presider In wisdom and truth, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Blessing  

 

Hymn 106—There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Ascension 
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Dismissal 
Presider As we await our coming Saviour, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Postlude  Hymn Prelude on “Ascension”            Robert A. Benson 
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Today’s Music 
 

PRELUDES:  American composer Gilbert M. Martin (b. 1941) is a well-known organist and 
educator, based in Dayton, Ohio. For over 40 years, choirs and organists have enjoyed his wide 
variety of compositions. Today I’ve chosen three Advent hymn preludes from his repertoire. First 
we have his Meditation on “Merton”, the tune for today’s opening hymn.  In this Meditation, 
Martin places the tune in the pedals at first, under some mysterious atmospheric chords. Later you 
will hear the tune in the right hand. Second we have his Contemplation on “Picardy”, the tune we 
are singing for the Sanctus and Benedictus. You’ll hear the familiar tune on strings and solo stops, 
as well as in various keys. Lastly you’ll hear his Meditation on “Veni, Emmanuel”. Martin uses 
rising and falling themes over the familiar Gregorian melody.     
 

ANTHEM:  “Come, O Jesus, Saviour Mine” is an elegant little anthem by the Italian composer 
Luigi Cherubini (1760-1842). The original Latin text was “Veni Jesu, Amor Mi”.  American 
composer Wallingford Riegger (whose setting of “Fairest Lord Jesus” the choir sang a few moths 
ago) arranged this little work using an English text by Alfred Marlhom.  
 

POSTLUDE:  To conclude the service today, we have a rousing setting by American composer 
Robert Benson of one of today’s hymns. “There’s a Voice in the wilderness Calling” is an Advent 

hymn written by Canadian organist and composer Hugh Bancroft. In Benson’s setting, the tune is 
heard clearly throughout the piece on either the principal stops of the organ or on a solo stop.    
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 
Preacher The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe  
Organist  Robert Grandy 
Cantor  
Reader Jennifer Passmore 
Intercessor Andrew Vreugdenhil 
Sacrist Ian Storey 
Server Elijah and Owen van Slageren 
Chalice Administrator  
Chancel Guild Esther Dore and Betty Hinton 
Coffee Hosts Jim & Sherry Weldon and Alan & Cathy Brunger 

 

 

 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada.  

All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the 
Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 

Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from Celebrating the Christian Year, Vol. III:  Advent & The Christmas Season 

(Norwich:  The Canterbury Press, 2005).  And from Common Worship:  Times and Seasons (London:  Church House 
Publishing, 2006).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  Music 
is from Common Praise (1998) or copied and broadcast/archived under CCLI # 2281450 or One License # A-729171.  “Hope is a 

Candle”, CCLI song # 2013437, words and music by Linnea Good (www.LinneaGood.com) © 1993 Borealis Music, all rights 
reserved.  Psalm refrain © 2001 Gordon Johnston, used with permission.  Gospel Acclamation, music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and 
Christopher Walker, published by OCP Publications, all rights reserved.  “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”, words traditional; music Picardy, 

17th c. French carol, arr. Patrick Wedd ©, used with permission.  The Lord’s Prayer, ICET Setting by David Haas © 1986 by G.I.A. 
Publications, Inc., all rights reserved.  “With the Body That Was Broken”, words Carl P. Daw, Jr. © 1989 Hope Publishing Co.; 

music Walter MacNutt © 1973 Waterloo Music Ltd.; used with permission under One License.  Hymns:  “Hark, a Herald Voice is 
Sounding”, words Latin 10th c., tr. Edward Caswall, alt; music William Henry Monk; in the public domain.  “On Jordan’s Bank, 

the Baptist’s Cry”, words Charles Coffin, tr. John Chandler, alt; melody Musicalisches Hand-Buch, 1690, harm. William Henry 

Monk, alt.; in the public domain.  “When the King Shall Come Again”, words Christopher Idle © 1982 Hope Publishing Co., used 

with permission under One License; music Piae Cantiones, 1582, in the public domain.  “Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless”, 
words James Montgomery, alt.; music John Bacchus Dykes; in the public domain.  “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”, words Isaiah 

40:1-13, para. James Lewis Milligan, alt., in the public domain; music Henry Hugh Bancroft © Estate of Henry Hugh Bancroft, used 
with permission. 
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Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Masks are not required but are welcome.  Physical distancing and use of 
hand sanitiser is highly recommended. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
If you’re visiting, please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, 
which can be found in the rack on the bookcase in the Chapel.  We 
would love the opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


