
The First Sunday of Christmas 

December 26th, 2021—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude 

 

Hymn 145—Good King Wenceslas Tempus adest Floridum 
 
 Good King Wenceslas looked out on the feast of Stephen, 

when the snow lay round about, deep and crisp and even. 
Brightly shone the moon that night, though the frost was cruel, 
when a poor man came in sight, gathering winter fuel. 
 
“Hither, page, and stand by me, if thou knowest it, telling: 
yonder peasant, who is he? Where and what his dwelling?” 
“Sire, he lives a good league hence, underneath the mountain, 
right against the forest fence, by St. Agnes’ fountain.” 
 
“Bring me flesh and bring me wine, bring me pinelogs hither; 
thou and I will see him dine, when we bear them thither.” 
Page and monarch, forth they went, forth they went together, 
through the rude wind’s wild lament, and the bitter weather. 
 
“Sire, the night is darker now, and the wind blows stronger; 
fails my heart, I know not how; I can go no longer.” 

“Mark my footsteps, my good page, tread thou in them boldly. 
Thou shalt find the winter’s rage freeze your blood less coldly.” 
 
In his master’s steps he trod, where the snow lay dinted; 
heat was in the very sod which the saint had printed. 
Therefore, Christians all, be sure, wealth or rank possessing, 
ye who now will bless the poor, shall yourselves find blessing. 

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We gather each in our own place and acknowledge the Original inhabitants and 

stewards of the land.  I greet you from Williams Treaty territory and give thanks for the 
hospitality of the Anishinaabe people.  On this land and by these waters we gather to 
worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together in the name of our Creator, the Holy 
One of Blessing. 



3 

 

Responses 
Officiant Blessed are you, O Christ, incarnate Word, you were before time began and came into 

the world to save us.  Blessed are you, Sun of righteousness; you shine with the love of 
God and illumine the whole universe.  Blessed are you, Child of Mary; born in a 
manger, you shared our humanity. 

All Let heaven and earth shout their praise. 

 
Officiant With all the voices of heaven, we celebrate your coming, O Emmanuel. 

All Let heaven and earth shout their praise. 

 
Officiant With all the creatures on earth we sing and dance at your birth, O Shoot of Jesse. 

All Let heaven and earth shout their praise. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Officiant O God, you have known us from our mother’s womb.  You call us to follow you 

through all our days and seek us even when we wander.  Clothe us with your love, so 
that we may grow in grace and find favour in your sight; through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading 1 Samuel 2:18-20,26 

Reader A reading from the First Book of Samuel 

 
Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His mother used 
to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her 
husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and 
say, "May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to 
the Lord"; and then they would return to their home. Now the boy Samuel continued to 
grow both in stature and in favour with the Lord and with the people.  
  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  148 
The Leader and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 
Leader Hallelujah!  Praise the LORD from the heavens; * 

    praise him in the heights.  
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People Praise him, all you angels of his; * 

    praise him, all his host  

Leader Praise him, sun and moon; * 

    praise him, all you shining stars.  

People Praise him, heaven of heavens, * 

    and you waters above the heavens. .  

Leader Let them praise the Name of the LORD; * 

    for he commanded, and they were created.   

People He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * 

    he gave them a law which shall not pass away.  

Leader Praise the LORD from the earth, * 

    you sea-monsters and all deeps; .  

People Fire and hail, snow and fog, * 

    tempestuous wind, doing his will;  

Leader Mountains and all hills, * 

    fruit trees and all cedars;  

People Wild beasts and all cattle, * 

    creeping things and wingèd birds; 

Leader Kings of the earth and all peoples, * 

    princes and all rulers of the world; 

People Young men and maidens, * 

    old and young together. 

Leader Let them praise the Name of the LORD, * 

    for his Name only is exalted, his splendour is over earth and heaven. 

People He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, * 

    the children of Israel, a people who are near him.  Hallelujah! 

 

Second Reading Colossians 3:12-17 
Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians. 

 
 As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 
complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell 
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in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in 
your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.  

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 155—From East to West, from Shore to Shore Puer Nobis Nascitur 
 
 From east to west, from shore to shore, let every heart awake and sing 

the holy child whom Mary bore, the Christ, the everlasting King. 
 

Behold! The world's creator wears the form and fashion of a slave; 
our very flesh our Maker shares, his fallen creatures all to save. 
 
For this how wondrously he wrought! A maiden, in her lowly place, 
became, in ways beyond all thought, the chosen vessel of his grace. 
 
Assenting to the angel's word, she chose what God the Spirit willed, 
and suddenly the promised Lord that pure and hallowed temple filled. 
 
He shrank not from the oxen's stall, he lay within the manger bed, 
and he whose bounty feeds us all at Mary's breast himself was fed. 
 
And while the angels in the sky sang praise above the silent field, 
to shepherds poor the Lord most high, the one great Shepherd, was revealed. 
 
All glory for this blessèd morn to God, the source of all, is due; 
all praise to you, O Virgin-born, all praise, O Holy Ghost, to you. 

Gospel  Luke 2:41-52 
Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ, 
 

Gospeller Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival 
was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 
parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a 
day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 
When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three 



6 

 

days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and 
his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to 
him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 
searching for you in great anxiety." He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? 
Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" But they did not understand 
what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour.  

 
The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
Officiant Let us declare our faith in God: 

All We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS  
At the Offertory, we give thanks for the blessings in our lives by making our offering to God.  If you are 
participating in worship online, please consider making your offering through one of the means available at 
www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate. 

 

Hymn 122—In the Bleak Midwinter Cranham 

 

 In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 
in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 
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 Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 
worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can, I give him -- give my heart. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Officiant Generous Creator, in faith and joy we celebrate the birth of your Son. 

Increase our understanding and our love of the riches you have revealed in him, 

who is Lord now and for ever.  

All Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Leader Holy God, 

All hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 

The Presider offers the blessing; the congregation responds, “Amen.” 
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Hymn 132—Of Eternal Love Begotten Divinum Mysterium 

 

 Of eternal love begotten, 
ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the source, the ending he, 
of the things that are, that have been, 
and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 
 
At his Word the worlds were framed. 
He commanded, it was done: 
heaven and earth and depths of ocean, 
in their threefold order one; 
all that grows beneath the shining, 
of the moon and burning sun, 
evermore and evermore. 
 
O that birth for ever blessed, 
when the virgin, full of grace, 
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
bare the Saviour of our race, 
and the babe, the world's redeemer, 
first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 
 
This is he whom seers in old time 
chanted of with one accord, 
whom the voices of the prophets 
promised in their faithful word; 
now he shines, the long-expected; 
let creation praise its Lord, 
evermore and evermore. 
 
O ye heights of heaven adore him; 
angel hosts, his praises sing; 
all dominions bow before him, 
and extol our God and king; 
let no tongue on earth be silent, 
every voice in concert ring, 
evermore and evermore. 
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 Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 
and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, 
and unwearied praises be, 
honour, glory, and dominion, 
and eternal victory, 
evermore and evermore. 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant May God, who has called us out of darkness into the marvellous light of Christ, 

bless us and fill us with peace. 

All Thanks be to God. 

  

Postlude   
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Officiant Ále Suárez 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist Don Anderson 
Reader Walter Howell 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from “Morning and Evening Prayer for Seasons” (Toronto:  the Liturgy Task Force of 

General Synod, 2016).  And from Common Worship:  Times and Seasons (London:  Church House Publishing, 2006), Scripture 

quotations from the New Revised Standard Version (1989).  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied under CCLI # 
2281450  or OneLicense # A-729171. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 

 

The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Terry Noble 
Associate Priest 

 

The Rev. Ruth Adams 
The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 

The Rev. Steve Smith 
Honorary Assistants 

 

The Rev. Christian Harvey 

The Rev. Bev Thompson 
Deacons 

 

Mr. Don Anderson 
Interim Director of Music 

 

Ále Suárez 
Pastoral Intern 

 

 
Director of Family Ministries 

 

Ms. Jennifer Passmore 
Mr. Jim Weldon 

Churchwardens 

 

Mrs. Mickey Bongers 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 
stjohnspeterborough.ca 

 
www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 

snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 
finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 

facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


