


Christmas Day: The Nativity of the Lord 

December 25th, 2021—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
On this holy day, we gather to celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Saviour. May you find peace 
and joy in our worship and in the Christmas story; and going forth from this place, may God 

give you every blessing. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 
sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 

who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

A very happy, peaceful, and 

merry Christmas to you and yours! 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude  
 

Hymn 148—See Amid the Winter’s Snow See Amid the Winter’s Snow 
 
See amid the winter's snow, born for us on earth below, 
see, the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years! 
 

Refrain: Hail, thou ever-blessed morn!  Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 

 Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

Lo, within a manger lies he who built the starry skies, 
who enthroned in height sublime sits amid the cherubim.  Refrain 
 

Say, ye humble shepherds, say what your joyful news today; 
wherefore have ye left your sheep on the lonely mountain steep?  Refrain 
 

“As we watched at dead of night, lo, we saw a wondrous light; 
angels singing ‘Peace on earth’ told us of the Saviour's birth.”  Refrain 
 

Sacred infant, all divine, what a mighty love was thine, 
thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this!  Refrain 

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant As we gather to remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus in a holy land under 

occupation by a colonial power, we humbly acknowledge that we stand on the holy 
land of Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe.  We 
give thanks for their hospitality and friendship, ask forgiveness for the ways we have 

oppressed them, and recommit ourselves to seek justice and reconciliation in the name 
of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing. 

 

Responses 
Officiant Blessed are you, O Christ, incarnate Word, you were before time began and came into 

the world to save us.  Blessed are you, Sun of righteousness; you shine with the love of 
God and illumine the whole universe.  Blessed are you, Child of Mary; born in a 
manger, you shared our humanity. 

All Let heaven and earth shout their praise. 
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Officiant With all the voices of heaven, we celebrate your coming, O Emmanuel. 

All Let heaven and earth shout their praise. 

 
Officiant With all the creatures on earth we sing and dance at your birth, O Shoot of Jesse. 

All Let heaven and earth shout their praise. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Officiant Almighty God, you wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored our human 

nature.  May we share the divine life of your Son Jesus Christ, who humbled himself to 
share our humanity, and now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah 

 
 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 
reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain 
sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you 
ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation of our God.   
 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  98 
The Leader and Congregation read the Psalm responsively by verse. 

 
Leader Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

    for he has done marvellous things.  

People With his right hand and his holy arm * 

    has he won for himself the victory.  

Leader The LORD has made known his victory; * 

    his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.  

People He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

    and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  
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Leader Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

    lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.   

People Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

    with the harp and the voice of song.  

Leader With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

    shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

People Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

    the lands and those who dwell therein.  

Leader Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

    and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
    when he comes to judge the earth.   

People In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

    and the peoples with equity.  
 

Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-12 
Reader A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. 

 
 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the 
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my 
Son; today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my 
Son”? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s 
angels worship him.” Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his 
servants flames of fire.” But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and 
ever, and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom. You have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with 
the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” And, “In the beginning, Lord, you 

founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but 
you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and 
like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will never 
end.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 137—What Child Is This? Greensleeves 
 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 
Refrain: This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

 haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christians, fear: for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.  Refrain 

 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.  Refrain 

 

Gospel  John 1:1-14 

Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

Gospeller In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth.  

 
The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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The Nicene Creed 
Officiant Let us confess our faith as we say, 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 

THE PRAYERS  
At the Offertory, we give thanks for the blessings in our lives by making our offering to God.  If you are 
participating in worship online, please consider making your offering through one of the means available at 
www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate. 

 

Hymn 143—Angels from the Realms of Glory Regent Square 
 
Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
you who sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 
Shepherds in the field abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant Light: 
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 
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Sages, leave your contemplations; brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great desire of nations; you have seen his natal star: 
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 
Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear: 
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 
Though an infant now we view him, he shall fill the eternal throne, 
gather all the nations to him; every knee shall then bow down: 
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

Officiant Generous Creator, in faith and joy we celebrate the birth of your Son. 

Increase our understanding and our love of the riches you have revealed in him, 
who is Lord now and for ever.  

All Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Leader We raise our voices. 

All Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Officiant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

    

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Concluding Prayers 
Officiant Gracious God, we give you thanks and praise for Jesus Christ our Lord:  for he was the 

Word before all creation.  Through him all things come to be; not one thing has its 
being but through him.  Jesus, light of the world, 

All we worship and adore you. 

Officiant His life is the light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness cannot overpower.  

Jesus, light of the world, 

All we worship and adore you. 
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Officiant The Word was the true light coming into the world.  He was in the world that had its 

being through him, and the world did not know him.  Jesus, light of the world, 

All we worship and adore you. 

Officiant He came to his own, and they did not accept him.  But to all who accept him he gives 

power to become children of God.  Jesus, light of the world, 

All we worship and adore you. 

Officiant The Word was made flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, as of the 

only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.  Jesus, light of the world, 

All we worship and adore you. 

 

Officiant To God our creator, born as one of us, be all praise and glory.  With all the company of 

heaven, we worship, saying: 

All Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty, who was, and is, and is to come; to him 

be glory and honour for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Officiant offers the blessing; the congregation responds, “Amen.” 

 

Hymn 154—Joy to the World Antioch 

 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  let earth receive the King; 
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns:  let us glad songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
No more let wrongs and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow far as our sin is found, 
far as our sin is found, far as, far as our sin is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant Go in peace.  Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

All Glory, thanks, and praise to God! 

 

Postlude     



10 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved worldwide.  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied under CCLI # 2281450 or One License # A-729171. 

Liturgical Ministers 
 
Officiant Ále Suárez 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Don Anderson 
Reader   Walter Howell 
Intercessor   The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
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The Decorations in the Church 

are given to the glory of God 

and in loving memory of 

 

Bob, Bruce and Mary Baker from Marlene and family 

David Burke with love from Mom and Dad 

Howard & Winnifred Cory, Art & Lois Murphy, David & Kathryn Cory from Trish & Don 
Murphy and families 

Bill Currier and daughter June from Gerri and family 

Robert & Patricia Cyr, Myrl & Beatrice Smith, and Alex Wakeling from Brad 

Robert (Bob) & Helen Davis from Barb, Eric, Ruth and Shirley 

Wilf Doust from his wife Joyce 

Fred Doré and Martin Chapman from Esther and families 

Florrie & Fred Ford, Gertrude & Claude Pearson, Harry & Ella Lemmings, Richard & Matilda 
Ford, Kay & Alan Warren & their daughters, Ruthanne Kerr, Mary Beth Kirkwood and Vern 
Passmore from Diane & Family 

Marjorie Fowley and son Wm Jack Fowley, Lawrence T Legris, Mr & Mrs B.A. Budd, Mr & Mrs 
R.G. Long and son Harry and his wife Monica and son Doug, Herbert F. Long, Kenneth Long, 
Frank & Marjorie Hayes from Jean Legris, Marjorie Hayes and Families 

Ruth & Earl Stevens, Lyman Harding, Min and Nate Harding and their daughter Dee Church from 
Margaret 

Carl & Cil Garskey and Douglas & Ruth Martin from Sue & David Garskey 

Walter & Bink Howell and Aunt Thelma, from their son Walter and his family  

Joyce & Harold Hubbell from daughter Carolyn and family 

Jean Lipinski and Freda Shepherd from daughter Julia Lipinska 

Kay & Bill Martin, Eleanor & Archie Ferguson from Linda and Marilyn 

Loved Ones from the Seddon Family 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 

 

The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Terry Noble 
Associate Priest 

 

The Rev. Ruth Adams 
The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 

The Rev. Steve Smith 
Honorary Assistants 

 

The Rev. Christian Harvey 

The Rev. Bev Thompson 
Deacons 

 

Mr. Don Anderson 
Interim Director of Music 

 

Ále Suárez 
Pastoral Intern 

 

 
Director of Family Ministries 

 

Ms. Jennifer Passmore 
Mr. Jim Weldon 

Churchwardens 

 

Mrs. Mickey Bongers 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 
stjohnspeterborough.ca 

 
www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 

snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 
finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 

facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


