


Christmas Eve 

Family Celebration of the Nativity of the Lord 

December 24th, 2022—4:00 p.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
On this holy night, we gather to celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Saviour. May you find peace 

and joy in our worship and in the Christmas story; and going forth from this place, may God 
give you every blessing. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 

are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude  “A Nativity Suite”; Wilbur Held 
  1. Oh, Come Emmanuel 
  2. Silent Night 
  3. Shepherds 
  4. The Three Kings 
 

The Congregation stands for the hymn. 
 

Hymn 118—O Come, All Ye Faithful Adeste Fideles 
 

 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
God of God, Light of Light, 

lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 
very God, begotten not created:  Refrain 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God, glory in the highest:  Refrain 

 
See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;  Refrain 

 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Presider As we gather to remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus in a holy land under 

occupation by a colonial power, we humbly acknowledge that we stand on the holy 
land of Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe.  We 
give thanks for their hospitality and friendship, ask forgiveness for the ways we have 
oppressed them, and recommit ourselves to seek justice and reconciliation in the name 
of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing. 
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The Greeting 
Presider “Do I not fill heaven and earth?” says the Lord. 

All Now the Word is made flesh and laid in a narrow manger. 

 
Presider From eternity to eternity you are God, 

All and now we see you as a newborn child. 

 
Presider The grace of Jesus, 

the love of God, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Presider Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brightness of your one true light.  You 

have revealed your light on earth; now bring us to see the splendour of your heavenly 
glory; through Jesus Christ the newborn Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 

THE BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE  

 

Prayer 
Presider A hallowed day has dawned upon us.  Come and worship the Lord: 

All for a great light has shone on the earth. 

 
Presider Hear the words of the book of Wisdom:  When peaceful silence lay over all and night 

was in the midst of her swift course, from your royal throne, O God, down from the 
heavens, leapt your almighty Word. 
Hear the words of Saint John:  God’s love for us was revealed when God sent his only 
Son into the world so that we could have life through him. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 
Presider Dear friends, as we meet to celebrate the birth of Christ, let us pray that God will bless 

this crèche, that all who worship God’s Son, born of the Virgin Mary, may come to 
share his life in glory. 
 
God our Father, on this night your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary for us 
and for our salvation:  bless this crib, which we have prepared to celebrate that holy 
birth:  may all who see it be strengthened in faith and receive the fullness of life he came 
to bring, who is alive and reigns for ever with you and the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
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The Congregation sits. 

 

 

THE CHRISTMAS STORY  

 
The children of the parish have prepared a dramatic presentation of the Christmas story.  Visiting children are 
invited to come forward to participate in the singing of the carols in the presentation.  

 

Children’s Presentation of the Christmas Story 
 

Selected verses of Christmas carols will be sung while seated throughout the pageant. 

 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all the earth. 

 
Away in a Manger 

 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus—look down from on high 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
close by me for ever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with you there. 
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 Shepherds in the Field Abiding 

 Shepherds in the field abiding, tell us, when the seraph bright 

greeted you with wondrous tiding, what you saw and heard that night. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
 What Child Is This? 

 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 

Refrain This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

 haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear:  for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.  Refrain 

 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.  Refrain 

 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King!” 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail, th’incarnate deity, 

pleased as one of us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King!” 
 
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King!” 

 

Homily  
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OUR RESPONSE AND PRAYERS  

 

Affirmation of Faith 
Presider Let us declare our faith in God: 

All We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 

named.  We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills 

us with his love.  We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power 

from on high.  We believe in one God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

Leader Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour. 

Christ, born in a stable, give courage to all who are homeless.  Jesus, Saviour, 

All hear our prayer. 

 
Leader Christ, for whom the angels sang, give the song of the kingdom to all who weep.  Jesus, 

Saviour, 

All hear our prayer. 

 
Leader Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, give peace on earth to all who are oppressed.  

Jesus, Saviour, 

All hear our prayer. 

 
Leader Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, give humility and wisdom to all who govern.  

Jesus, Saviour, 

All hear our prayer. 

 
Leader Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, give the glory of your resurrection to all 

who rest in you.  Jesus, Saviour, 

All hear our prayer. 

 

Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary, you know us and love us, you share our lives and hear 

our prayer.  Glory to you for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Sharing of the Peace 
Presider On this holy night, the Prince of Peace is born in Bethlehem. 

May the peace of Christ be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

 
A sign of peace and renewed friendship with our neighbours is made to those around us. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  

 
At the Offertory, gifts of bread and wine, signs of the fruit of human labour, are brought to the altar to be 
transformed  into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, signs of God’s love for the world.  The money offering, a 
sign of our gratitude for God’s blessing of our lives, collected before the liturgy, is blessed. 
If you are participating in worship online, please consider making your offering through one of the means 
available at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate. 
 

The Congregation stands. 
 

Hymn 136—While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks Winchester Old 
 
 While shepherds watched their flocks by night 

all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down 
and glory shone around. 
 
“Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind. 

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and humankind. 
 
To you, in David’s town, this day 
is born of David’s line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
and this shall be the sign: 
 
the heavenly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swaddling bands, 
and in a manger laid.” 
 
Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 

 
“All glory be to God on high 
and to the world be peace; 
good will henceforth from heaven to earth 
begin, and never cease.” 
  



9 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Presider God, who gives us light and gladness, accept all we offer you on this joyful night.  May 

we grow up to be like Jesus and, like him, be close to you, our Father; for Jesus is Lord 
now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Presider God is here. 

People We praise God together. 

 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up to God. 

 
Presider Let us give thanks to God 

People who has done so much for us. 

 
Presider God, you made us, and the world and everything in it.  All the good we see comes from 

you.  You have always loved us but people have not always loved you.  You sent Jesus 
to show us how to live and to bring us back to you again.  He died for us on the cross so 

that through your Spirit we can all be your people.  And so with thanks we praise you, 
singing: 

All 
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Presider We are here because, on the night before he died Jesus shared a meal with his friends.  

He took some bread and gave thanks to you, God.  He broke it into pieces, and gave it 
to them.  “This is my body,” he said.  “Do this, and know that I am with you.”  Later, 
he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to you.  He shared it with them and said, “This 
is my blood, which brings new life.  Do this and know that I am with you.” 
And so, remembering Jesus, who died, was raised to new life by you, and is alive for 
ever, we are glad to share that life and live in him.  Send your Holy Spirit so that this 
bread and wine may be for us the body and blood of Jesus, and through this food give 
us strength to live as your people.  Help us to care for your world and for each other in 
the way that Jesus showed us. 
 
Until he comes again, with all your people in every time and every land, we worship 
you in songs of everlasting praise: 

All We give you blessing, honour, and glory here and everywhere, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 
All 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Presider We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

All God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

 
Presider The gifts of God for the people of God. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 
Presider Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, in 

communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present 
with us now.  In this Eucharist, many are made one. 

 

Fraction Anthem 

 

Communion 
Jesus is the Host who invites us to share his Table.  All those who are baptised in any tradition are welcome to 
receive Communion.  Please come forward to the Chancel step via the centre aisle and return to your seat via the 
side aisles.  Gluten free Hosts are available upon request.  Those who find walking difficult may request that 
Communion be brought to them.  Those who wish to receive a blessing instead of Communion may indicate 
their desire by crossing their arms over their breast when they approach the Presider. 
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Hymns during Communion:  140—It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Carol 
 
 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, to all good will from heaven's all-gracious king!" 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 
Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
beneath the angel-strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong; 
and we amid our wars hear not the words of peace they bring; 
O listen now, and still your strife to hear the angels sing. 
 
And you, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow; 

look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing: 
O rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing. 
 
For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold: 
when the new heaven and earth shall own the Prince of Peace their King, 
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

 

 119—Silent Night Stille Nacht 

 
 Silent night! Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night! Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 
Christ the Saviour is born!  Christ the Saviour is born! 
 
Silent night! Holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.  Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
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COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  

 
The Congregation stands. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Presider God our Father, in this night you have made known to us again the coming our Lord 

Jesus Christ:  confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and Christ 
the Morning Star rises in our hearts. 

All To him be glory both now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 The Presider pronounces the Blessing.  The Congregation answers: 

All Amen. 

 

Hymn 154—Joy to the World Antioch 

 
 Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive the King; 

let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns: let us glad songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
No more let wrongs and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as our sin is found, far as our sin is found, 
far as, far as our sin is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness  
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

Dismissal 
Presider Go in peace.  Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

All Glory, thanks, and praise to God! 

 

Postlude    Joy to the World from “A Nativity Suite; Wilbur Held 
 



14 

 

Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Dr Max Dionisio 
Storyteller The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 

Organist  Robert Grandy 
Pageant Directors The Rev. Deb Wilson; Ále Suárez 
Pageant Participants Parish and Visiting Children 
Sacrist Caelan McMurray 
Server Sam Harvey 
Chalice Administrators The Rev. Dr Max Dionisio, The Rev. Deb Wilson 
Chancel Guild Betty Hinton 
 
 
 
 

In the midst of another very difficult year marked by pandemic, 

may you find comfort, peace, and joy in the birth of the Christ child, 

and may you and your family be blessed this Christmas and always. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 

of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from Common Worship:  

Times and Seasons (London:  Church House Publishing, 2006).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used 

by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied and broadcast/archived under CCLI # 

2281450 or One License # A-729171.  “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”, words traditional; music Community Mass, Richard Proulx © 
1971, 1977, G.I.A. Publications, Inc., used with permission under One License.  The Lord’s Prayer, ICET Setting by David Haas © 

1986 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc., all rights reserved.  “Lamb of God”, words traditional; music Becket Gerald Senchur © St Vincent 
Archabbey, Latrobe PA, used with permission.  Hymns:  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”, words st. 1-3, 5 John Francis Wade, tr. 

Frederick Oakley, st. 4 Étienne-Jean-François Borderies, tr. William T. Brooke; melody attrib. John Francis Wade, alt.; harm. The 

English Hymnal, 1906; in the public domain.  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”, words Phillips Brooks; music Lewis Henry Redner; in 

the public domain.  “Away in a Manger”, words American 19th c. carol; music William James Kirkpatrick, adapt.; in the public 
domain.  “Shepherds in the Field Abiding”, words French trad., tr. George Ratcliffe Woodward, alt.; melody French carol, arr. 
Martin Shaw © Oxford UP, used with permission.  “What Child Is This”, words William Chatterton Dix; melody English trad., arr. 

Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871, alt.; in the public domain.  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”, words Charles Wesley, alt.; 

music Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, adapt. William Hayman Cummings; in the public domain.  “While Shepherds Watched Their 

Flocks”, words Luke 2:8-14, para. Nahum Tate, alt.; melody Whole Book of Psalmes, 1592; in the public domain.  “It Came 

Upon the Midnight Clear”, words Edmund Hamilton Sears, alt.; music Richard Storrs Willis; in the public domain.  “Silent Night”, 
words Joseph Mohr, tr. John Freeman Young; melody Franz Xaver Gruber, alt; harm. Carl H. Reinecke; in the public domain.  “Joy 

to the World”, words Isaac Watts, alt.; melody William Holford, Voce de Melodia, 1835, adapt. George Frideric Handel, harm. 

Lowell Mason; in the public domain. 



 

 

 

 

 

The Decorations in the Church 

are given to the glory of God 

and in loving memory of 

Pat Bradley from Janet 

David Burke with love from Mom and Dad 

Howard and Winnifred Cory,  David Cory, Art and Lois Murphy from Trish and Don Murphy  

Bill Currier and daughters June and Colleen from Gerri, Cole and family 

Robert and Patricia Cyr, Myrl and Beatrice Smith, and Alex Wakeling from Brad 

Robert (Bob) and Helen Davis from Barb, Eric, Ruth and Shirley 

Wilf Doust from his wife Joyce 

Fred Doré and Martin Chapman from Esther  

Florrie and Fred Ford, Gertrude and Claude Pearson, Harry and Ella Lemmings, Richard and 
Matilda Ford, Kay and Alan Warren and their daughters, Ruthanne Kerr, Mary Beth Kirkwood 
and Vern Passmore from Diane & Family 

Marjorie Fowley and son Wm Jack Fowley, Lawrence T Legris, Mr & Mrs B.A. Budd, Mr & Mrs 
R.G. Long and son Harry and his wife Monica and son Doug, Herbert F. Long, Kenneth Long, 
Frank & Marjorie Hayes from Jean Legris, Marjorie Hayes and Families 

Barb Grandy, Jason Grandy and loved ones from Bob and Matt Grandy 

Ruth and Earl Stevens, Lyman Harding, Min and Nate Harding and their daughter Dee Church 
from Margaret 

Carl and Cil Garskey from Sue and  David  

Walter and Bink Howell and Aunt Thelma, from their son Walter and his family  

Joyce and Harold Hubbell from daughter Carolyn and family 

Mother Jean Lipinski and grandmother Freda Shepherd from Julia  

Kay and Bill Martin, Eleanor and Archie Ferguson from Linda and Marilyn 

John Gordon, John Potts, Frank and Dorothy Draper from Donna Potts and family 

Loved Ones from the Seddon Family 

Andrea Thorndyke-Dickie and Nixon Thorndyke Dickie, Loved ones passed  from Ted and 
Eleanor  



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 

 

The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Dr. Max Dionisio 
Assistant Curate 

 

The Rev. Ruth Adams 
The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 

The Rev. Steve Smith 
Honorary Assistants 

 

The Rev. Deb Wilson 
Deacon 

 

Mr. Robert Grandy 
Director of Music 

 

Ále Suárez 
Pastoral Intern 

 
 

Director of Family Ministries 
 

Ms. Jennifer Passmore 
Mr. Jim Weldon 

Churchwardens 
 

Mrs. Mickey Bongers 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 

stjohnspeterborough.ca 
www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Masks are not required but are welcome.  Physical distancing and use of 
hand sanitiser is highly recommended. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
If you’re visiting, please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, 
which can be found in the rack on the bookcase in the Chapel.  We 
would love the opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


