
A Festival of Lessons and Carols for Christmas 

December 19th, 2021—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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Notes on worship during the pandemic 
 

We desire that every person entering into St John’s for worship may feel welcome and safe.  To that end, as a Christian 

community that seeks to follow the example of Jesus by setting aside personal desires for the good of our neighbours, we 

observe the following protocols in worship. 

 

Physical Distancing 

Worshippers not from the same household should maintain a minimum 2m/6’ distance from each other.  Ushers will seat 

worshippers in the odd rows of seating in order to maintain distance ahead of and behind each person. 

 

Masks 

Masks must be worn by all persons at all times inside the building except by the Lector, Intercessor, and Clergy when 

speaking, and when the bread is consumed at Communion. 

 

Congregational Singing 

Congregational singing is permitted at this time.  Anyone singing in the church must wear a well-fitted mask at all times 

and physical distancing from other worshippers not from one’s household must be observed. 

 

Receiving Communion 

At the direction of the College of Bishops, Communion will be received in one kind (the bread alone) by the congregation.  

At the appropriate time, please come forward by the centre aisle, observing physical distancing from the person ahead, to 

the front of the chairs and wait there until the person ahead has moved to a sanitiser station and the priest has said the 

words of administration.  Respond by saying “Amen” and then proceed to the priest to receive the Host.  Move to the first 

available sanitiser station, remove your mask, consume the bread, replace your mask, and sanitise your hands.  Then, 

please return to your seat by the outside aisles. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration of your fellow worshippers. 

 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude  A Medley of Christmas Carols, arr. Edward Heath 
 George Hamilton, Cello and Robert Robinson, Piano 

 
The Congregation stands as the hymn begins. 

 

Hymn 123—Once in Royal David’s City Irby 
 

The Greeting 
Officiant From the One who is and who was and who is to come, 

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

People And also with you. 
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Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

A Penitential Act 
Officiant When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and 

will disclose the purposes of the heart.  Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our 
sins. 
 
Lord, have mercy on your people. 

All For we have sinned against you. 

 
Officiant Lord, show us your mercy. 

All And grant us your salvation. 

 
Officiant Lord, let your love be upon us. 

All For we place all our trust in you. 

 
Officiant May Christ who came among us forgive our sins. 

May Christ who is with us always heal what is broken in us. 
May Christ who is to come in glory do justice for us and save us, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 
Officiant Hope is a candle on our journey.  Hope is the travel and the end. 

All through the frosty fields of winter, this dancing flame of Hope we’ll tend. 
 
Peace is a candle on our journey.  Peace is the giving and the gift. 
Over the frozen lakes of winter, this whispering flame of Peace we’ll lift. 
 
Joy is a candle on our journey.  Joy is the swinging and the leap! 
Under the clouded skies of winter, this laughing flame of Joy we’ll keep. 
 

Love is a candle on our journey.  Love is the holding and the flight. 
All round this aching earth of winter, this tender flame of Love we’ll light. 
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A Bidding Prayer 
Officiant In the name of God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and made a 

place for us in the kingdom of the beloved Son, I bid you welcome:  grace to you and 
peace.  As we meet to celebrate anew the coming of God’s kingdom, we hear revealed 
the mystery of God’s loving purpose for us—how that when we were far off, God met 
us in God’s Son and brought us home; how he humbled himself to take our human 
nature, that we might share his divine glory.  Let us then so celebrate this coming with 
our carols and hymns of praise, that our lives may be charged with his life; that we may 
bear witness to his glory and so bring light to those who sit in darkness.  So first we pray 
for those among whom the Christ was born: the poor and helpless, the aged and young 
children; the cold, the hungry and the homeless; the victims of poverty, injustice and 
oppression, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and the unloved; those in despair 
or in the shadow of death.  Then, as we hear again the message of peace on earth and 
goodwill among all his people, we pray for the leaders of the nations, that all may be 
inspired to work together for the establishment of justice, freedom and peace the world 
over.  And that we may bear true witness to this hope in a divided world, we pray for 
the peace and unity of Christ’s Body, the Church universal, that the whole earth may 
live to praise his name.  Finally, as we rejoice with the saints in heaven and on earth, 
we remember all who have gone before us with the sign of faith, whose hope was in the 

Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.  May the Lord when he comes find us 
watching and waiting, now and at all times. 

All Amen. 

 
The Congregation sits at the conclusion of the bidding. 

 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  
 

First Lesson Micah 5:2-5a  
Reader A reading from the Book of Micah. 

 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 
ancient days.  Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labour 
has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  And 
he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name 

of the Lord his God.  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of 
the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
The Congregation stands to sing the hymn. 
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Hymn 153—Good Christians All, Rejoice In Dulci Jubilo 
 

The Congregation sits. 
 

Second Lesson Isaiah 35:1-10  
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 
the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  They shall see the 
glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.  Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees.  Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear!  Here 
is your God.  He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.  He will come 
and save you.’  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for 
joy.  For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of 
jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  A highway  
shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but 

it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.  No lion shall 
be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but 
the redeemed shall walk there.  And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to 
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Carol “In the Bleak Midwinter” Words: Christina Rosetti; Music: Harold Darke 
 

Third Lesson Isaiah 40:1-5 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry 
to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from 
the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.  A voice cries out:  ‘In the wilderness prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley 
shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain.  Then the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Carol “Comfort Ye/Ev’ry Valley”, from Messiah Words: Isaiah 40:1-4 (KJV); 

 Music: G.F. Handel; Sung by Brad Smith 
 

Fourth Lesson Luke 1:57-80 
Reader A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with 
her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name 
him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ They 
said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ Then they began motioning to his 
father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing-tablet and 
wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all 
their neighbours, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill 
country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this 
child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. Then his father 
Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: ‘Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them. He has 
raised up a mighty saviour for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke through 
the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we would be saved from our enemies 
and from the hand of all who hate us. Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our 
ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our 
ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the 
Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the 
forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 

break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to  
guide our feet into the way of peace.’ The child grew and became strong in spirit, and 
he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Carols “Infant Holy” and “Unto Us a Boy is Born” Traditional
 George Hamilton, Cello and Robert Robinson, Piano 
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Fifth Lesson Luke 1:26-35,38 
Reader A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! 
The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary 
said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol “The Christchild's Lullaby” and “What Child is This?” Traditional 

  Eric Griswold and Jaylene Mory 
 

Sixth Lesson Matthew 1:18-25 

Reader A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had 
no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Carol “Starry Night” David Willcocks 
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The Congregations stands to sing the hymn. 

 

Hymn 121—O Little Town of Bethlehem Forest Green 

 
The Congregation sits. 

 

Seventh Lesson Luke 2:1-10 

Reader A reading from the gospel of Luke. 

 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.  In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Carol “Still, Still, Still” Traditional Austrian Carol 

 “How Great Our Joy” Craig Courtney 

 

Eighth Lesson John 1:1-18 
Reader A reading from the Gospel of John. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.  He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
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blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth.  (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of 
whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.”’)  
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen God. 
It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Carol “What is This Lovely Fragrance?” arr. Healey Willan 

 “Rejoice and Be Merry”` John Rutter 
 
 

THE PRAYERS  
 

The Congregation stands. 
 

Hymn 146—‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime Huron Carol 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Officiant God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with 

them our very lives.  Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until 
the coming of your Son, our Saviour and Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Officiant Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your Son 

Jesus Christ:  grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, we may with sure 
confidence behold him when he shall come to be our judge; who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Announcements 
 

Closing Prayers 
Officiant The night is far spent, the day is at hand.  Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 

and put on the armour of light.  Come, O Lord, comfort the soul of your servant. 

All Even so, Lord, come. 

 
Officiant O Lord Jesus Christ, come 

All at evening time, with light, 

 
Officiant and in the morning, with your glory, 

All to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
Officiant He who receives our prayers says:  Surely I come quickly.  I am the root and offspring 

of David, I am the bright and morning star. 

All Amen.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Blessing 

The Officiant offers the blessing; the congregation responds, “Amen.” 

 

Hymn 138—Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant As we await our coming Saviour, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All 

 

Postlude    In Dulci Jubilo—J.S. Bach 
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Officiant The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist Don Anderson 
Crucifer Cole Hayward 
Readers 1. Carol Koeslag 
 2. Cole Hayward 
 3. Mary Howell 
 4. Adam Nymann 
 5. Eleanor Thorndyke 
 6. Andrew Vreugdenhil 
 7. The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 
 8. The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Greeters & Sidespeople Walter Howell and Diane Passmore 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from Common Worship:  Times and Seasons (London:  Church House Publishing, 

2006).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  Music is from 

Common Praise (1998) or copied under CCLI # 2281450  or One License # A-729171.  “Hope is a Candle”, words and music by 
Linnea Good, used with permission. 
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Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Please adopt the posture that helps you to 
worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


