
Blue Christmas Celebration 

December 18th, 2022—4:00 p.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Please take a card and a pencil from the place you received this order of service. 
 

Prelude Cradle Song Henry G. Ley 

 Prelude on “In the Bleak Midwinter” Allen Orton Gibbs 
 

The Congregation stands for the hymn. 
 

Hymn 120—O Little Town of Bethlehem St Louis 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth. 
 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous Gift is given 
as love imparts to human hearts the blessings of God's heaven! 
No ear may hear his coming but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

The Greeting 
Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 
Presider The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; on those who live in a land 

of deep shadow, a light has shone. For the yoke that was weighing upon them, and the 
burden upon their shoulders, you have broken in pieces, O God, our Redeemer. 
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Loving God, you have brought us to this holy place, with our sorrows and cares.  Quiet 
our minds, help our bodies to rest, let our spirits be open to finding peace.  As the 
darkness of evening surrounds us, let light fill our hearts, open our minds and spirits, 
allowing Jesus to be born into our lives. 

 

Song of Praise at the Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Presider Hope is a candle on our journey.  Hope is the travel and the end. 

All through the frosty fields of winter, this dancing flame of Hope we’ll tend. 
 

Peace is a candle on our journey.  Peace is the giving and the gift. 
Over the frozen lakes of winter, this whispering flame of Peace we’ll lift. 
 

Joy is a candle on our journey.  Joy is the swinging and the leap! 
Under the clouded skies of winter, this laughing flame of Joy we’ll keep. 
 

Love is a candle on our journey.  Love is the holding and the flight. 
All round this aching earth of winter, this tender flame of Love we’ll light. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Presider Friend of sinners, you bring hope in our despair. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

 
Presider Healer of the broken-hearted, you give strength in our weakness. 

Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

Presider Destroyer of evil, you bring life in our dying. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Presider May God, the very source of our being, forgive us our sins, and bring us to the eternal 

joy of his kingdom where dust and ashes have no dominion. 

All Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day 
Presider Let us pray. 

 
God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the coming of your Son.  
Remove those things which hinder love of you, that when he comes, he may find us 
waiting in awe and wonder for him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
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The Congregation sits at the conclusion of the prayer. 
 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11, 24-31 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry 
to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from 
the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.  A voice cries out:  ‘In the wilderness prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley 
shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain.  Then the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  A 
voice says, ‘Cry out!’  And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’  All people are grass, their 
constancy is like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades, when the 
breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the 
flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever.  Get you up to a high 

mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O 
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here 
is your God!’  See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently 
lead the mother sheep.  Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem 
taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest 
carries them off like stubble.  To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? 
says the Holy One.  Lift up your eyes on high and see:  Who created these?  He who 
brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in 
strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.  Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O 
Israel, ‘My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God’?  
Have you not known? Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 
unsearchable.  He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.  Even youths 
will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the 
Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall 
run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
 
Holy Word, Holy Wisdom. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  Paraphrase of Psalm 22 
Presider My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Why are you so far from helping me, so far from the words of my groaning?  

All O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest. 
 

Presider In you, our ancestors trusted.  They trusted and you delivered them.  

All It was you who took me from the womb. 

You who kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 

Since my mother bore me, you have been my God. 
  
Presider  Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.  

All God does not despise the affliction of the afflicted. 

God does not hide from me.  When I cry to God, God hears me.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Second Reading Revelation 21:1-7 
Reader A reading from the Revelation to John. 

 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among 
mortals.  He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be 
with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no more; mourning 
and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’  And the 
one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’  Also he 
said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’  Then he said to me, ‘It is 
done!  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  To the thirsty I will 
give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.  Those who conquer will inherit 
these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 

 
Holy Word, Holy Wisdom. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
The Congregation stands for the hymn. 

 

Hymn 126—Away in a Manger Cradle Song 
 
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay; 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
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The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus -- look down from on high 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with you there. 

 

Gospel  Matthew 1:18-24 
Presider May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Presider The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 
Presider Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet:  ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’  When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took Mary as his wife. 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 

Sermon  
The Congregation sits for the sermon.  A silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

Solo “Gesu Bambino” Pietro Yon, soloist: Tina Wheeler-Moorcroft 

 
Please take this time to reflect on the Scripture you have heard. 

You are invited to print the names of those whom you would like to remember 
or to commit to prayer a circumstance you would like to offer to God on the paper. 
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The Prayers of the People  
Leader Loving God, hear our prayer, 

People And in your merciful love, answer. 

 

Prayers of Remembrance 
You are invited to come to the front of the church to place your paper into the basket 

and to light a votive candle to symbolise the prayer offered on your paper. 
 

Candle Lighting Litany of Remembrance 
Presider We light this candle to remember those whom we have loved and lost.  We pause to 

remember their name, their face, their voice.  We give thanks for the memory that binds 
them to us in this season.  We hold them before God, giving thanks for their lives in 
ours.  We take this moment to remember them.  Silence 
 

Gracious God, we present to you our loved ones, entrusting them to your eternal care.  
Take our sad and aching hearts and comfort us. 

All God of sorrowing, draw near! 

 
Presider We light this second candle to redeem the pain of loss: the loss of relationships, the loss 

of jobs with the security they bring, the loss of health in ourselves or in family members 
and friends.  As we gather up the pain of the past, we offer it to you, O God, asking that 
into our open hands, you will place the gift of peace.  We take this moment to 
remember the losses.  Silence 

 
Holy God, we want to place our trust in you, but our hearts grow fearful and anxious. 
Teach us to be patient with the transformation of our lives and to recognize your 
presence with us. 

All God of endings, draw near! 

  
Presider We light this third candle for those who have lost their way.  We bring to mind those 

we love and worry about.  We acknowledge our own confusion and frustration.  Let us 
lay down these burdens before God as we seek freedom from fear and anxiety.  We take 
this moment to remember these burdens.  Silence 

 
Ever-present God, we cry out to you to be our guide.  Take all that is lost in us and in 
our loved ones and bring us home to you.  

All God of the wilderness, draw near! 

 
Presider This fourth candle is lit to remember our faith and the gift of hope which God offers to 

us in the Christmas story.  We remember that God, who shares our life, promises us a 
place and time of no more pain and suffering.  We remember that even in times of loss 
and pain, there is goodness in our lives and we give thanks to the One who gives us all 



8 

 

good gifts.  We take this moment to remember these blessings.  Silence 
 

Creating God, teach us to see the goodness you have given us and to trust in the hope 
you have promised us in the birth of your Son. 

All God of hopefulness, draw near! 

  
Presider Loving God, you know our needs before we ask, you search the innermost reaches of 

our hearts and feel our pain with us.  Grant these our prayers as may be best for us, 
making us ever mindful of the love of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 

 
The Congregation stands for the conclusion of the liturgy. 

 

The Peace 
Presider On the night of Jesus’ birth the angels sang, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 

on earth peace to all in whom he delights.’  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
The Peace is exchanged as a symbol of our reconciliation with our neighbour. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Closing Prayer 
Presider God of compassion and love, 

unseen you are present— 
you hear our cries of distress, 
you give us strength to bear burdens that overwhelm us, 
your healing touches us when we are broken,   
your peace reveals wholeness in the midst of turmoil, 
your love fills the empty spaces in our lives. 
Glory to God from whom all life flows, 
glory to Jesus, who showed his love by living as one among us, 
glory to the Holy Spirit, who fills our lives with light. 

All Amen. 

 

Blessing 
Presider The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

People The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

  
Presider Those who dwell in the land of deep darkness, on them has the light shined. 

People We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son of the Father. 

  
Presider For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

People In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

  

Presider May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you 

and scatter the darkness from before your path; 
 and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

Hymn 140—It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Carol 
 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, to all good will from heaven's all-gracious king!" 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

 
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
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Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
beneath the angel-strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong; 
and we amid our wars hear not the words of peace they bring; 
O listen now, and still your strife to hear the angels sing. 
 
And you, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow; 
look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing: 
O rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing. 
 

For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold: 
when the new heaven and earth shall own the Prince of Peace their King, 
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

 

Dismissal 
Presider Go in peace.  Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

All Glory, thanks, and praise to God! 

 

Postlude     “Greensleeves” arr. by Alex Rowley 

 
 
 
 

We know that Christmas is a hard time 
for those bearing the burden of grief and pain. 

 
Thank you for coming to this service of worship 

of the One who asks us to lay our burdens upon him 
so that he may give the weary rest. 

 
We hope this liturgy has helped you to find comfort 

so that you may find joy in the celebration of the birth of Jesus. 
 

May you be blessed this Christmas.   



Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Robert Grandy 

The liturgy is from various sources including the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of 

the Anglican Church of Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a 
ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  
Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  Music is from Common 
Praise (1998) or copied under CCLI # 2281450  or One License # A-729171.  Hymns:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”, words Phillips 

Brooks, alt.; music Lewis Henry Redner; in the public domain.  “Away in a Manger”, words 19th c. American text; music William 
James Kirkpatrick, adapt.; in the public domain.  “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”, words Edmund Hamilton Sears, alt.; music 

Richard Storrs Willis; in the public domain.  “Hope is a Candle”, by Linnea Good, used with permission. 
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Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Masks are not required but are welcome.  Physical distancing and use of 
hand sanitiser is highly recommended. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
If you’re visiting, please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, 
which can be found in the rack on the bookcase in the Chapel.  We 
would love the opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


