
The Fourth Sunday of Advent—Lessons and Carols 

December 18th, 2022—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities 
and sexual orientations, economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, 
so all of God’s children are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude “Do You Hear What I Hear” arr. by Douglas E. Wagner 
 “Worship Christ, the New-Born King”, Michael E. Akers  (St. John’s Handbell Choir) 

 

Matin Responsory Giovanni Palestrina 
 Soloists:  Cole Hayward, Dave Freeman, Karla Buckborough, Tina Wheeler-Moorcroft 

 

Hymn Once in Royal David’s City Irby 
 

The Congregation remains seated for the first two verses of the hymn. 
 

Solo Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that Mother mild, Jesus Christ her little Child. 

 
Choir He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall: 
with the poor and mean and lowly, lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

All For he is our childhood's pattern; day by day like us he grew, 

he was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew: 
and he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see him through his own redeeming love, 
for that Child so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heaven above: 
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 

we shall see him: but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high, 
where like stars his children crowned, all in white shall wait around.  

 

The Greeting 
Presider From the One who is and who was and who is to come, 

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
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A Bidding Prayer 
Officiant In the name of God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and made a 

place for us in the kingdom of the beloved Son, I bid you welcome:  grace to you and 
peace.  As we meet to celebrate anew the coming of God’s kingdom, we hear revealed 
the mystery of God’s loving purpose for us—how that when we were far off, God met 
us in God’s Son and brought us home; how he humbled himself to take our human 
nature, that we might share his divine glory.  Let us then so celebrate this coming with 
our carols and hymns of praise, that our lives may be charged with his life; that we may 
bear witness to his glory and so bring light to those who sit in darkness.  So first we 
pray for those among whom the Christ was born: the poor and helpless, the aged and 
young children; the cold, the hungry and the homeless; the victims of poverty, injustice 

and oppression, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and the unloved; those in 
despair or in the shadow of death.  Then, as we hear again the message of peace on 
earth and goodwill among all his people, we pray for the leaders of the nations, that all 
may be inspired to work together for the establishment of justice, freedom and peace 
the world over.  And that we may bear true witness to this hope in a divided world, we 
pray for the peace and unity of Christ’s Body, the Church universal, that the whole 
earth may live to praise his name.  Finally, as we rejoice with the saints in heaven and 
on earth, we remember all who have gone before us with the sign of faith, whose hope 
was in the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.  May the Lord when he comes find 
us watching and waiting, now and at all times. 

All Amen. 

 
The Congregation sits at the conclusion of the bidding. 

 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Lesson Genesis 3:8-19  

Reader A reading from the Book of Genesis. 

 
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 
‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, 
‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 

ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The 
woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ The Lord God said to the serpent, 
‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild 
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
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I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’ To the woman he said, ‘I will 
greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet 
your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.’ And to the man he 
said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree 
about which I commanded you, “You shall not eat of it”, cursed is the ground because 
of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring 
forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you 
shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.’ 

 

Carol “Adam Lay Ybounden” Jerry Ulrich 
 

Second Lesson Genesis 22:15-18 
Reader A reading from the Book of Genesis 

 
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By 
myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld 
your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as 
numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 

offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.’  

 

Carol “In Dulci Jubilo” Robert Grandy 

 

Third Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness—on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given 
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and 
for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

Carol “An Advent Proclamation” Olaf G. Malmin 
 

The Congregation stands. 
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Hymn Unto Us a Boy Is Born Puer Nobis Nascitur 
 

 Unto us a boy is born! King of all creation, 
came he to a world forlorn, the Lord of every nation, the Lord of every nation. 
 
Christ from heaven descending low comes, on earth a stranger; 
ox and ass their owner know, be cradled in the manger, be cradled in the manger. 
 
Herod then with fear was filled: “A prince,” he said, “in Jewry!”; 
all the little boys he killed at Beth’l’em in his fury, at Beth’l’em in his fury. 
 
Now may Mary’s son, who came so long ago to love us, 
lead us all with hearts aflame unto the joys above us, unto the joys above us. 
 
Omega and Alpha he! Let the organ thunder, 
while the choir with peals of glee doth rend the air asunder, doth rend the air asunder. 

 
The Congregation sits. 

 

Fourth Lesson Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9 

Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight 
shall be in the fear of the Lord. With righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the 
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will 
not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Carol “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” arr. by Larry Shackley 

 

Fifth Lesson Luke 1:26-35, 38 
Reader A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! 
The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 



6 

 

sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary 
said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
 

Carol “The Angel Gabriel” arr. by Malcolm Archer 
 

Sixth Lesson Luke 2:1, 3-7 

Reader A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in 
the dwelling-place. 

  

Carol “A Boy Was Born in Bethlehem” Bert Van der Hoek, soloist Karla Buckborough 
 

Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8-16 
Reader A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favours!’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. 

 
The Congregation stands. 
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Hymn 121—O Little Town of Bethlehem Forest Green 
 

The Congregation sits. 

 

Carol “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” arr. by Sir David Willcocks 

 

Eighth Lesson Matthew 2:1-12 
Reader A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.” ’ Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 

 

Carol “The Magi” Nancy Telfer, soloist Cole Hayward 

 

Ninth Lesson John 1:1-14 

Reader A reading from the Gospel of John. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.  He came to what was 
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his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

Carol “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” arr. by Donna J. Butler 

 
 

THE PRAYERS  
 

The Congregation stands. 
 

Hymn 118—O Come, All Ye Faithful (verses 1-5) Adeste Fideles 

 
At the Offertory, the money offering, a sign of our gratitude for God’s blessing of our lives, collected 
before the liturgy, is blessed. If you are participating in worship online, please consider making your 
offering through one of the means available at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Officiant God of abundance, accept all we offer you this day, the very best we have to give.  

Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your 
Son, our Saviour and Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Officiant Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your Son 

Jesus Christ:  grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, we may with sure 
confidence behold him when he shall come to be our judge; who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Congregation sits. 
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Announcements 
 

The Congregation stands at the invitation of the Officiant. 

 

Closing Prayers 
Officiant The night is far spent, the day is at hand.  Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 

and put on the armour of light.  Come, O Lord, comfort the soul of your servant. 

All Even so, Lord, come. 

Officiant O Lord Jesus Christ, come 

All at evening time, with light, 

Officiant and in the morning, with your glory, 

All to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Officiant He who receives our prayers says:  Surely I come quickly.  I am the root and offspring 

of David, I am the bright and morning star. 

All Amen.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Blessing 

The Officiant offers the blessing; the congregation responds, “Amen.” 

 

Hymn 138—Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant As we await our coming Saviour, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude   Variations 5 and 6 from Variations on “In Dulci Jubilo” Denis Bedard 
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Today’s Music 
 

PRELUDES:  St. John’s Handbell Choir opens today’s service with two Christmas selections. The 
song “Do You Hear What I Hear?” was written in October of 1962 by Noel Regney (lyricist) and 
Gloria Shayne (composer). They wrote it as a plea for peace during the Cuban Missile Crisis. Since 
that time, it has sold tens of millions of copies and has been recorded by hundreds of artists. 
Douglas Wagner’s arrangement for handbells was published in 1982. Other than a tower swing at 
the very end, it is a simple, straightforward ringing of this beloved Christmas song. Following this, 
two familiar “angel” carols proclaim the Good News of Christmas Day. Michael E. Akers 
arranged the hymns “Angels From the Realms of Glory” and “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” into 
a piece called “Worship Christ, the Newborn King”. With a smattering of original music, this piece 

incorporates those two tunes into a beautiful setting.  
 

CHORAL MUSIC: 
• “Matin Responsory” was adapted by Sir David Willcocks from a Magnificat by the 

Renaissance Italian composer Giovanni Palestrina. 
• “Adam Lay Ybounden” has a 15th Century text set to music by Jerry Ulrich. 
• “In Dulci Jubilo” is my own recently-composed three-part setting of a text from the Middle 

Ages, using both Latin and English words. 
• “An Advent Proclamation” by Olaf G. Malmin sets verses from Isaiah 9. 

• “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” is a 16th Century hymn, arranged here by American 
composer Larry Shackley. 

• “The Angel Gabriel” is a Basque Christmas folk carol, set here by British composer Malcolm 
Archer. 

• “A Boy Was Born in Bethlehem” is a carol with original music by Canadian composer Bert 
Van der Hoek. 

• “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” is a traditional Polish Christmas carol, set here by Sir David 
Willcocks. 

• “The Magi” is a unison song by Canadian composer Nancy Telfer, sung today as a solo. 
• “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” is an arrangement of the French hymn “Picardy”. This 

setting by Donna Butler is for two-part choir. 
 

POSTLUDE:  Canadian composer Dénis Bedard wrote a set of variations on the old tune “In 
Dulci Jubilo” (Good Christians All, Rejoice). Today you will hear the fifth and sixth variations. 
The fifth is for the reed stops of the organ, while the sixth (and last) variation places the tune in 
both the pedals and the manuals. 
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Liturgical Ministers 
 

Officiant The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist Bob Grandy 
Crucifer Fin Dinesen 
Guest Soloist  Karla Buckborough 
Readers 1. Simone Zhu 
 2. Andrew Vreugdenhil 
 3. The Rev. Miriam Stroud 
 4. Adam Nymann 
 5. Ellen Seddon 

 6. The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 
 7. The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 
 8. The Rev. Dr. Max Dionisio 
 9. The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Refreshments Hosts St Margaret’s Guild and Carolyn Porteous 

 

 

The Flowers in the Church are given to the glory of God  

and in loving memory of Harold and Joyce Hubbell 

from Carolyn and family 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Occasional Services copyright © 1992 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada.  All 

rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the 
Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 

Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from Celebrating the Christian Year, Vol. III:  Advent & The Christmas Season 

(Norwich:  The Canterbury Press, 2005).  And from Common Worship:  Times and Seasons (London:  Church House 
Publishing, 2006).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  Music 
is from Common Praise (1998) or copied and broadcast/archived under CCLI # 2281450 or One License # A-729171.  “Hope is a 

Candle”, CCLI song # 2013437, words and music by Linnea Good (www.LinneaGood.com) © 1993 Borealis Music, all rights 
reserved.  Hymns:  “Once in Royal David’s City”, words Cecil Frances Alexander, alt.; music Henry John Gauntlett; in the public 
domain.  “Unto Us a Boy Is Born”, words 15th c. German carol, trans. Percy Dearmer (vv 1, 3-5) and George Ratcliff Woodward (v 

2); melody German carol; harm. Geoffrey Shaw; in the public domain.  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”, words Phillips Brooks; melody 
English trad., coll. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams; in the public domain.  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”, words st. 1-3, 5 John 

Francis Wade, tr. Frederick Oakley, st. 4 Étienne-Jean-François Borderies, tr. William T. Brooke; melody attrib. John Francis Wade, 

alt.; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906; in the public domain.  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”, words Charles Wesley, alt.; music 
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, adapt. William Hayman Cummings; in the public domain. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 
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The Rev. Steve Smith 
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The Rev. Deb Wilson 
Deacon 

 

Mr. Robert Grandy 
Director of Music 

 

Ále Suárez 
Pastoral Intern 

 

 
Director of Family Ministries 

 

Ms. Jennifer Passmore 
Mr. Jim Weldon 

Churchwardens 
 

Mrs. Mickey Bongers 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 

stjohnspeterborough.ca 

www.facebook.com/
StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Masks are not required but are welcome.  Physical distancing and use of 
hand sanitiser is highly recommended. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
If you’re visiting, please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, 
which can be found in the rack on the bookcase in the Chapel.  We 
would love the opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 
finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


