
The Third Sunday of Advent 

December 11th, 2022—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities 
and sexual orientations, economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, 
so all of God’s children are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude Two Preludes on "Saviour of the Nations, Come"              J.S. Bach; Johann Pachelbel   

 

Hymn 97—Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring Tantum Ergo (St Thomas) 

 

The Greeting 
Presider From the One who is and who was and who is to come, 

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 
Presider Dear ones, we enter today the solemn season of Advent in which the Church bids us 

prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ; a coming that we recall in the Child of 
Bethlehem; a coming that we experience in the gift of his Spirit, in the bread of the 
Eucharist, in the joy of human lives that are shared; a coming we wait for when God 
gathers up all things in Christ.  Let us in this holy season reflect on the coming of Christ 
who brings light to the world.  Let us leave behind the darkness of sin, walk in the light 
that shines on our path, and renew within ourselves the hope of glory to which he 
beckons us.  And as we turn towards the light, let us have on our hearts all those who 
see no light, for whom all is darkness and despair.  Let us pray that they too may be 
illumined by Christ who is our light. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Presider We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing. 

 

A Penitential Act 
Presider When the Lord comes, 

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

 
 Lord, have mercy on your people. 

All For we have sinned against you. 

 
Presider Lord, show us your mercy. 

All And grant us your salvation. 
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Presider Lord, let your love be upon us. 

All For we place all our trust in you. 

 
Presider May Christ who came among us forgive our sins. 

May Christ who is with us always heal what is broken in us. 
May Christ who is to come in glory do justice for us and save us, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 
As the candles are lit, the congregation sings: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect of the Day 
Presider God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of 

your Son:  give us courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the 
cause of right; through Jesus Christ our Saviour, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

All Amen. 
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Isaiah 35:1-10 
Reader A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

  
 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 

the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the 
glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is 

your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you." Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for 
joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of 
jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway 
shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but 
it shall be for God's people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be 
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 

redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to 
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.   

  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  146:4-9 
The cantor sings the verses.  The congregation joins in the refrain (R). 

 

 

 

 

 
 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! whose hope is in the Lord 

their God; Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps his 
promise for ever; Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who 

hunger. R 

 The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up 

those who are bowed down. R 

 The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; he sustains 

the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. R 
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 The Lord shall reign for ever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 

Hallelujah! R 

 

Second Reading  James 5:7-10  
Reader A reading from the Letter of James. 

 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 
rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, 
the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.   

 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Hymn  93—You Servants of the Lord Narenza 

 

Gospel Acclamation  (sung before and after the Gospel) Hymn 715 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel  Matthew 11:2-11 

Gospeller May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 
Gospeller When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 

and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" Jesus 
answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me." 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: "What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go 
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out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 'See, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' Truly I tell you, among those 
born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he."  

 
 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 

Sermon 
A silence for reflection follows. 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
Presider We say together in faith: 

All Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty, who was, and is, and is to come. 

 
Presider We believe in God the Father, who created all things: 

All for by his will they were created and have their being. 

 
Presider We believe in God the Son, who was slain: 

All for with his blood, he purchased us for God, from every tribe and language, from 

every people and nation. 

 
Presider We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 

All the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’  Even so come, Lord Jesus!  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
Leader 
People 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
Presider In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, to give 

light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet 
into the way of peace.  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

 
A sign of peace is shared with members of the assembly or household. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  
 

At the Offertory, gifts of bread and wine, signs of the fruit of human labour, are brought to the altar 
to be transformed  into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, signs of God’s love for the world.  The 
money offering, a sign of our gratitude for God’s blessing of our lives, collected before the liturgy, is 
blessed. If you are participating in worship online, please consider making your offering through 
one of the means available at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate 

 

Hymn 111—Herald! Sound the Note of Gladness Neander (Unser Herrscher) 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Presider God of love and power, your word stirs within us the expectation of the coming of your 

Son.  Accept all we offer you this day, and sustain us with your promise of eternal life.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Presider Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker.  Out of nothing, you called all 

worlds to be, and still you draw the universe to its fulfilment.  Dawn and evening 

celebrate your glory till time shall be no more.  In Christ your Son the life of heaven 
and earth were joined, sealing the promise of a new creation, given, yet still to come.  
Taught by your Spirit, we who bear your threefold likeness look for the City of Peace in 
whose light we are transfigured and the earth transformed. 
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As children of your redeeming purpose who await the coming of your Son, we offer 
you our praise, with angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven singing 
the hymn of your unending glory: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Presider Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father.  In Jesus you showed us 

yourself.  Our hope is built on him, the first, the last, the living one.  Obedient, even to 
accepting death, he opened the gate of glory and calls us now to share the life of 
heaven. 
 
Before he was given up to suffering and death, alight with the vision of a feast that 
heralded a kingdom yet to come, at supper with his disciples he took bread and offered 
you thanks.  He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying:  “Take, eat.  This is my 
Body: it is broken for you.”  After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and 
gave it to them saying:  “Drink this, all of you.  This is my Blood of the new covenant; 
it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 
 
We now obey your Son's command.  We recall his blessed passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension; and we look for the coming of his Kingdom.  
Made one with him, we offer you these gifts and with them ourselves, a single, holy, 
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living sacrifice.  Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and 
upon this bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, they may be 
the Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled with the fire of your love and 
renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
 
Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and work to your 
praise and glory; may we grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new 
creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles, 
and prophets, and of all our beloved ones living and departed.  Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and 
glory be to you, Lord of all ages, world without end. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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Breaking of the Bread 
Presider God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 

All Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 
Presider The gifts of God for the People of God. 

All Thanks be to God. 

   
Presider Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, to receive Christ, in 

communion with the saints, and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present 
with us now.  In this Eucharist, many are made one. 

 
The Congregation sits. 

 

Fraction Anthem                              75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion 
For those who are present in person, all baptised persons may receive Communion.  Please come forward to the 
Chancel step via the centre aisle and return to your seat via the side aisles.  Gluten free Hosts are available upon 
request.  Those who find walking difficult may request that Communion be brought to them.  Those who wish 
to receive a blessing instead of Communion may indicate their desire by crossing their arms over their breast 
when they approach the Presider. 

 
 For those who are present in spirit, the following prayer may be said to make a spiritual Communion. 

 I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 

your people, who are gathered in spirit.  In this moment I join with them to receive you 
in my heart, and in our community.  May you, enthroned on the altar, be now 
enthroned in my heart; may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; 
may you, who give yourself to us again, fill us with grace and heavenly blessing.  Even 
as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace increase, 
that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall come on earth 
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as it is heaven.  Amen. 
 
 Communion Hymn:  62—Come, Let Us Eat A Va De 
       The cantor sings lines 1 and 3 of each verse, the congregation sings lines 2 and 4 in response. 

 

Anthem  "Wait for the Lord, Whose Day Is Near"   Jacques Berthier 
 Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  
 Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 
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COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Announcements 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Presider Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

 With love and compassion, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 

Presider With judgement and mercy, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 

Presider In power and glory, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 

Presider In wisdom and truth, 

All come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Blessing  

 

Hymn 101—Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Cruger 
 

Dismissal 
Presider As we await our coming Saviour, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Postlude  Prelude on “Lo, He Comes”                 Allanson G.Y. Brown 
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Today’s Music 
 

PRELUDES:  Bach’s Chorale Prelude on “Saviour of the Nations, Come”, BWV 659, must be one 
of the most beautiful preludes he ever wrote for the organ. This piece is full of the mystical 
expectation of Advent. In the arrangement of the melody in the upper voice, played on a solo stop, 
each phrase of this old Lutheran hymn grows out of the melody into the most wonderful spun out 
ornamented line. This is supported by a duet of middle voices on quiet stops over a walking bass 
line. Near the end, a long held pedal note illustrates the longing and waiting for the Messiah. 
 
Johann Pachelbel’s treatment of this hymn contrasts Bach’s setting in many ways. In the first half 
of the piece, Pachelbel uses the first phrase of the melody over and over again, creating a little 
fugue like opening section for manuals only. Later the entire melody is heard in the pedals under 
fast moving sixteenth notes. The tune is clearly heard, not ornamented as in Bach’s arrangement. 
The south German organs Pachelbel was accustomed to were much smaller than the organs of 
Bach. Therefore, in this last section, the left hand plays the tune at the same time as the pedals, 
making it possible to omit the pedal line altogether and play the entire piece on the manuals. 
This hymn can be found at CP90, under the title “How the World Longs for Your Birth”. 
 
 

ANTHEM:  “Wait for the Lord” is one of numerous chants written by Jacques Berthier (1923-
1994), of the Taizé community in France. From 1961 until his death he was organist at St. Ignace 
Church in Paris. His chants, canons and musical arrangements are now sung world wide in both 
Roman Catholic and Protestant churches.  
 
 

POSTLUDE:  Canadian composer Allanson G.Y. Brown was born in 1902 and came to Canada 
in 1932, where he took up the position of Organist at Dominion United Church in Ottawa. He 
became a noted teacher and recitalist, as well as a composer of sacred and secular music. In the 

mid 50’s he moved to Leamington, Ontario, and became the organist at Leamington 
United Church. Tragically he and his wife were struck and killed by a motorist in 1982 as they 
crossed the street. I was privileged to sing at their funeral in St. Peter’s Anglican Church in 
Cobourg that year. His Prelude on “Lo, He Comes” is a sturdy rendition of the familiar Advent 
hymn, written in a very traditional style. Brown used the first four notes of the tune as his 
opening theme. Snippets of the tune are heard throughout the remainder of the work. 
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Liturgical Ministers 
 
Presider The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith  
Organist  Robert Grandy 
Cantor  
Reader Carol Koeslag 
Intercessor James Neufeld 
Sacrist Cole Hayward 
Server Cathy Brunger 
Chalice Administrator Andrew Vreugdenhil 
Chancel Guild Esther Dore and Betty Hinton 
Coffee Hosts  

 

 

The Flowers in the Church are given to the glory of God  

and in loving memory Peter Koeslag 

from his wife Carol and their families 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada.  

All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the 
Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 

Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  And from Celebrating the Christian Year, Vol. III:  Advent & The Christmas Season 

(Norwich:  The Canterbury Press, 2005).  And from Common Worship:  Times and Seasons (London:  Church House 
Publishing, 2006).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  Music 
is from Common Praise (1998) or copied and broadcast/archived under CCLI # 2281450 or One License # A-729171.  “Hope is a 

Candle”, CCLI song # 2013437, words and music by Linnea Good (www.LinneaGood.com) © 1993 Borealis Music, all rights 
reserved.  Psalm refrain © 2001 Gordon Johnston, used with permission.  Gospel Acclamation, music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and 
Christopher Walker, published by OCP Publications, all rights reserved.  “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”, words traditional; music Picardy, 

17th c. French carol, arr. Patrick Wedd ©, used with permission.  The Lord’s Prayer, ICET Setting by David Haas © 1986 by G.I.A. 
Publications, Inc., all rights reserved.  “With the Body That Was Broken”, words Carl P. Daw, Jr. © 1989 Hope Publishing Co; 

music Walter MacNutt © 1973 Waterloo Music Co. Ltd.; used with permission under One License.  Hymns:  “Jesus Came, the 
Heavens Adoring”, words Godfrey Thring, alt.; melody John Francis Wade, harm. attrib. Francis Vincent Novello, alt.; in the public 

domain.  “You Servants of the Lord”, words Philip Doddridge, alt.; melody Hymnologium, 1584; adapt. and harm. William Henry 

Havergal; in the public domain.  “Herald! Sound the Note of Judgement”, words Moir A.J. Waters, alt © Estate of Moir A.J. Waters, 
used with permission; melody Joachim Neander, alt., in the public domain.  “Come, Let Us Eat” words st. 1-3, Billema Kwillia; tr. 

Margaret D. Miller; st. 4, Gilbert E. Doan, alt. st. 1-3 © The Lutheran World Federation; st. 4  Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by 
permission. Melody Billema Kwillia © The Lutheran World Federation, harm. Leland Bernhard Sateren © Augsburg Fortress; used 
with permission. “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”, words James Montgomery, alt.; melody Johann Cruger, adapt. William Henry 

Monk; in the public domain. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 
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Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Masks are not required but are welcome.  Physical distancing and use of 
hand sanitiser is highly recommended. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
If you’re visiting, please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, 
which can be found in the rack on the bookcase in the Chapel.  We 
would love the opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 

finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


