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2 September 2022 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

It has been three years since we last embarked on Giving to Grow, our annual stewardship campaign.  
We did not run the campaign in 2020 and 2021 because of the pandemic.  The closure of the church 
building meant that so many of the ways that you contribute through your time and effort were in 
abeyance until we could resume our usual patterns of worship and parish life.  I am very grateful for the 
continued and, in some cases, increased generosity of our faithful parishioners during the pandemic.  St 
John’s was not in any financial danger over the past two years due to both the sustained giving of our 
donors and financial assistance from the diocese and federal government.  As we return to something 
that resembles our pre-pandemic routines, we are resuming our annual stewardship campaign.  We look 
for your prayerful reflection on how you will support your parish and our ministry in 2023 and, more 
importantly, how each one will live out our baptismal vocation as followers of Jesus. 
 

As in previous years, I invite you to complete the Commitment Brochure.  This form contains two 
important sections.  The first is a list of our various ministries.  If you are not currently involved in a 
ministry but think you might have a passion and calling for one, please check the appropriate box so 
that a coordinator may contact you with more information.  The second section is to indicate a level of 
financial support for 2023.  Please do pray about your financial commitment:  while I appreciate that 
many people have a limited income, the spiritual discipline of a regular offering of money is a 
fundamental component of our faithful response to God’s work in our lives.  In the Book of 
Deuteronomy, God calls the people to give the first-fruits (i.e. to give to God first and live with the 
remainder rather than to give God whatever is leftover) and this is often reflected in a tithe (10%).  
Jesus calls for a sacrificial gift, reflecting both gratitude and trust that God will provide.  It has been my 
practice since I was ordained to return 10% of my before-tax stipend to the parish and I have found 
this to be a blessing.  I encourage every parishioner to consider your anticipated 2023 income and to 
commit to give 2% to the parish:  that amount would make an incredible difference.  There is a helpful 
chart in the Commitment Brochure that may help you to reflect on how much you feel called to give. 
 

To practice good stewardship of the environment, printed versions of this letter and the commitment 
brochure will be sent to those without email.  Everyone else will receive the package electronically and 
may return the brochure through an online form or a a fillable PDF, both available on the website at  
www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/serve/giving-to-grow.  If you prefer a printed version, please ask the 
parish office.  All commitment brochures should be returned on or before Sunday 9 October, Harvest 
Thanksgiving, at which time we will pray over our commitments and ask God to bless our offering of 
our time, energy, skills, and financial resources.  I hope that this campaign will be an opportunity for us 
to enter into prayer as we seek how best to respond to God’s generous presence in our lives through 
our offerings to further God’s mission through the parish. 
 

In Christ, 

Giving to Grow: 
The 2022 Stewardship 

Campaign 


