
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 29th, 2021—10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome. 
 
This church is a place of prayer and encounter with God.  The stones of these walls have 
sheltered people seeking the presence of the Holy One for almost two centuries.  This place of 

worship has been made hallowed by the prayers of generations and you are welcome to join 
your heart and voice to theirs. 
 
St John’s is an inclusive community of faith in the Anglican tradition:  we welcome saints and 

sinners, people of faith and of no faith, people who are sure they know everything and those 
who are full of questions.  All persons may share equally in the life and leadership of our 
church and we worship with and serve people of different ethnicities, politics, gender identities, 
economic circumstances, and abilities.  This church belongs to God, so all of God’s children 
are welcome here. 

Peterborough’s Oldest Church—Established 1826 
99 Brock Street, Peterborough Ontario  K9H 2P2 
705-745-7624      www.stjohnspeterborough.ca 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
 

Prelude   Song Without Words Op. 38, No.6—F. Mendelssohn  

 

The Greeting 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Officiant We gather in this place in person and virtually and we acknowledge that we are in 

Nogojiwanong, the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Original 
inhabitants and stewards of this part of the Creation, on whose land and by whose 
waters we gather by the Williams Treaty to worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of Blessing.  

 

Hymn 645—Come Down O Love Divine Down Ampney 

 
 Come down, O Love divine, 

seek thou this soul of mine, 
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 
O let it freely burn 
till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
and let thy glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 
Let holy charity 
mine outward vesture be, 
and lowliness become my inner clothing; 
true lowliness of heart 
which takes the humbler part, 
and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
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 And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 
shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
for none can guess its grace, 
till they become the place 
wherein the Holy Spirit finds a dwelling.  

 

The Penitential Rite 
Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbour.  Silence. 

 
God of all mercy, 

All we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore and strengthen us 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

so that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
Officiant May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by the Holy Spirit, and raise you to new life in Jesus Christ. 

All Amen. 

 

Introductory Responses 
Officiant O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise 

All and your glory all day long. 

 
Officiant Christ has triumphed over death: 

All O come let us worship. 

 
Officiant Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 

All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 

First Reading Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
Reader A reading from the Song of Solomon. 

 
The voice of my beloved! Look, he comes, leaping upon the mountains, bounding over 
the hills. My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. Look, there he stands behind our 
wall, gazing in at the windows, looking through the lattice. My beloved speaks and says 
to me: “Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away; for now the winter is past, the 
rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, 
and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. The fig tree puts forth its figs, and 
the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance. Arise, my love, my fair one, and 
come away.” 
  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  45:1-2,7-10 
Officiant My heart is stirring with a noble song; 

let me recite what I have fashioned for the king; * 
    my tongue shall be the pen of a skilled writer.  

People You are the fairest of men; * 

    grace flows from your lips, 

    because God has blessed you for ever.  

Officiant Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever, * 

    a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of your kingdom; 
    you love righteousness and hate iniquity.   

People Therefore God, your God, has anointed you * 

    with the oil of gladness above your fellows.  

Officiant All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, aloes, and cassia, * 

    and the music of strings from ivory palaces makes you glad . 

People Kings’ daughters stand among the ladies of the court; * 

    on your right hand is the queen, 

    adorned with the gold of Ophir.    
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Second Reading    James 1:17-27 
Reader A reading from the Letter of James. 

 
 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from 

the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In 
fulfilment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. You must understand this, my beloved: let 
everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not 
produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank 
growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the 
power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who 
look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, 
immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the 
law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will 
be blessed in their doing. If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues 
but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to 
keep oneself unstained by the world.  
  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 439—Blest Are the Pure in Heart Franconia 

 
 Blest are the pure in heart, 

for they shall see our God; 
the secret of the Lord is theirs, 
their soul is Christ's abode. 

  
 The Lord, who left the heavens 

our life and peace to bring, 
to dwell in lowliness with us, 
our pattern and our King, 

 
 still to the lowly soul 

his presence doth impart 
and for a dwelling and a throne 
chooseth the pure in heart. 
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 Lord, we thy presence seek; 
may ours this blessing be: 
give us a pure and lowly heart, 
a temple fit for thee. 

 

Gospel  Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23 
Officiant May God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 
Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Jesus the Christ. 
  

Officiant Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 

gathered around Jesus, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled 
hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat 
unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and 
they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many 
other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the 
Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied 
rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honours me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts 
as doctrines.’ You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 
understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things 
that come out are what defile. For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil 
intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and 
they defile a person.” 

 
 The Gospel of Christ. 

People Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

Sermon  
A silence for reflection follows the sermon.  If you missed part of the sermon 

or would like to listen to it again, it will be posted on our website in the Worship section. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



7 

 

Affirmation of Faith and the Baptismal Covenant 
Officiant Let us affirm our faith and renew our baptismal covenant. 

All I believe in one God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 

and in the prayers. 

 

I will persevere in resisting evil and, whenever I fall into sin, repent and return to 

the Lord. 

 

I will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. 

 

I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbours as myself. 

 

I will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being. 

 

I will strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain, and 

renew the life of the Earth.  Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS  

 

The Prayers of the People 
Officiant Father of light: 

All Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever. 
 

Collect of the Day 
Officiant Compassionate God, you touch those rejected by the world and those despised by false 

piety:  guide us away from a false purity which hides misshapen hearts; and lead us to 

the joyful feast in which all are renewed; through Jesus Christ our Saviour, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (translated from Maori) 
Officiant Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

All Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 

Amen.  

 

Announcements and Offering 
 Although we are not gathering for worship and other parish activities at this time, our ministry is 
continuing.  As part of your worship today, please consider making an offering to support St 
John’s work and witness.  You can visit www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/donate for options including 
e-transfers and online giving through CanadaHelps, or scan the QR Code to the left with your 
mobile device.  Thank you for your generous support of our ministry. 

  

Offertory Music My Eyes for Beauty Pine—H. Howells 
My eyes for beauty pine, my soul for Goddes grace, no other care nor hope is mine, to heaven I 
turn my face.  One splendour thence is shed from all the stars above:  ‘tis named when God’s name 
is said, ‘tis Love, ‘tis heavenly Love.  And every gentle heart that burns with true desire, is lit from 
eyes that mirror part of that celestial fire. 
 

  

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING  
 

Blessing 

 

Hymn 604—Your Word, O God, a Living Sword Halifax 
 
 Your word, O God, a living sword, reveals within each heart 

the love of self, the hidden fears, that keep us far apart; 
we seek to stand by our own strength but fail and fall alone, 
and still we find ourselves afraid to know as we are known. 
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Your word, O God, a living sword,  cuts deep, and there it finds 
the wall we build in self defence that blocks our sight and blinds; 
we cannot see our neighbours’ needs above the walls and bars 
that we have made to save ourselves, and they cannot see ours. 
 
Your word, O God, a living sword, strikes deep within each soul 
and opens up the path by which you come to make us whole; 
and with your love set deep within we need not stand alone, 
for love drives out our faithless fears and makes your people one. 

 

Dismissal 
Officiant Go in peace to love and serve God and God’s people! 
All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude     

  

 

  
The Coffee Hour meets online at www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee between 11:00 and noon. 

http://www.stjohnspeterborough.ca/coffee
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Liturgical Ministers 
 

Officiant The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Preacher The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Organist  Julie Deck 
Reader Julie Deck 
Choral Scholar Cole Hayward 
  
  
 
 
 

 

The liturgy is from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited.  And from “Trial Use Collects for 
Years A, B, & C and Seasonal Prayers over the Gifts and After Communion” (Toronto:  the Propers Working Group of the Liturgy 

Task Force of General Synod, 2016).  Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved worldwide.  Music is from Common Praise (1998) or copied under CCLI # 2281450  or One License # A-729171.  Hymn 

439 words and music in the public domain.  “Come Down, O Love Divine”, CCLI Song # 3278680, Words in the public domain, 
Music by Ralph Vaughan Williams, © Oxford University Press, all rights reserved.  “Your Word, O God, a Living Sword”, words by 

Christopher L Webber © 1992 Hope Publishing Co., used by permission under One License; Music in the public domain. 
Maori Lord’s Prayer:  This copyright material is taken from ‘A New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’ and is 

used with permission.  A New Zealand Prayer Book © 1988 The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia. 



To the right are some 

commonly-asked questions 

by visitors.  If you have a 

question that is not 

answered here, please do not 

hesitate to ask one of the 

greeters or clergy for 

assistance. 

 

The Rev. Canon Brad Smith 
Rector 

 

The Rev. Terry Noble 
Associate Priest 

 

The Rev. Ruth Adams 
The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe 

The Rev. Steve Smith 
Honorary Assistants 

 

The Rev. Christian Harvey 

The Rev. Bev Thompson 
Deacons 

 

Julie Deck 
Director of Music 

 
 

Director of Family Ministries 
 

Ále Suárez 
Pastoral Intern 

 

Jennifer Passmore 
Jim Weldon 

Churchwardens 

 

Mickey Bongers 
Deputy Churchwarden 

 
stjohnspeterborough.ca 

 
www.facebook.com/

StJohnsPtbo 

Welcome! 
 

COVID-19 Protocols 
Please see the Pandemic Protocols for the Amber Stage poster 
highlighting precautions to be taken for in-person worship. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
We welcome children and youth.  They are welcome to remain with you 
to worship and do not have to remain perfectly still and quiet!  Please feel 
free to allow them to roam if they wish.  At this time, due to restrictions 
around COVID-19, we are unable to offer nursery services or the Sunday 
School.  Families are most welcome to bring colouring sheets, toys, and 
snacks for their children if they wish. 
 

On Posture in Worship 
It is customary that we stand to pray and sing and sit to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed and interpreted.  Some people prefer to kneel to pray.  Please 
adopt the posture that helps you to worship. 
 

Visitor’s Cards 
Please do take the time to complete a visitor’s card, which can be found 
in the pocket at the aisle end of your pew.  We would love the 
opportunity to stay in touch with you. 
 

Assistive Hearing Devices 
If you are hard of hearing, headsets to assist you to hear the service are 
available.  Please ask a Greeter or Sidesperson (usher) to assist you in 
finding and operating a headset. 
 

Accessibility 
The facility is entirely accessible through the Brock St entrance.  There 
are three accessible parking spots in the upper lot off Brock St.  The 
church is level with the Brock St entrance and all other levels of the 
facility are accessible via elevator. 
 

Washrooms/Change Table 
Fully accessible washrooms are located down the hall to the right as you 
enter the lobby from Brock St.  A change table is in the nursery at the end 
of the hall. 
 

Fragrances 

We ask that you refrain from wearing strong fragrances in order to 
accommodate those with breathing sensitivities. 


