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Worship Theme: 
God deserves our loyalty.

Weaving Faith Into Life: 
Kids will express their loyalty to God through 
worship and praise.

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Praise 
God!

(up to 25 minutes)

Sing
• “His Great Love” (Romans 5:8) 
• “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
• “Let’s Go!” (Ephesians 2:10) 
• “Forever God, Forever Love”
• “Hope in the Lord” (Psalm 33:20) 
• “You Must Be Holy” (Leviticus 19:2) 
•  “God’s Love Is Always There” (Samuel 16:7b) 

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
KidsOwn Worship DVD

Classroom Supplies: 
Video equipment, chewing gum, paper,  
scissors, stickers, poster board,  
markers, pencil, tape, wastebasket

  God Protects Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6:1-23

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point!

(up to 25 minutes)

Loyal Daniel
Act out the story of Daniel in the lions’ den.

He Sticks With Me
Learn a finger play about God’s loyalty.

* Leading Loyal Praises
Take turns leading others in praising God.
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* Starred activities can be used successfully with preschool and elementary children together.

Customize your session to fit your needs. You can separate preschoolers and elementary children for Section 2.

Or, if you keep the children all together for the entire worship session, we suggest you choose from the starred activities.

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Pray!
(up to 10 minutes)

The Offering
Give their gifts to God.

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
KidsOwn Worship DVD

Classroom Supplies: 
Offering bowls, video equipment

Praise Ball
Name reasons God deserves our loyalty.

Classroom Supplies: 
Plastic ball, heart stickers

“God’s Love Is Always There”
Sing with their hands over their hearts.

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
KidsOwn Worship DVD

Classroom Supplies: 
Video equipment

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point!

(up to 25 minutes)

* Daniel and the Lions
Watch a video segment that tells the story of 
Daniel in the lions’ den.

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
KidsOwn Worship DVD

Classroom Supplies: 
Video equipment

* Changeable or Loyal?
Learn from Daniel’s example to be loyal, not 
changeable.

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
Silly Putty

Classroom Supplies: 
Bibles

Comic Strip Loyalty
Create comic strips about loyalty to God.

Classroom Supplies: 
Paper, pencils, markers
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Daniel was taken to Babylon as a teenager. More than 
65 years elapsed between his abduction and the events 
described in Daniel 6:1-23. A lot had happened in Babylon, as 
well as to Daniel,  during those years. He had predicted many 
events, and all had come true, including Nebuchadnezzar’s 
insanity and the fall of Babylon to the Medes and Persians. 
Remarkably, Darius, the new king, immediately appointed 
Daniel to be one of three rulers of Babylon. Perhaps Daniel 
was not viewed as a threat by the new government because of 
his advanced age, and his years of experience likely made him 
an invaluable source of information. In addition, Darius may 
have been impressed by the fact that Daniel had predicted 
the fall of Babylon to the Medes. Whatever the reasons, Daniel 
was a highly respected adviser to King Darius.

Daniel did such a good job as one of three administrators 
that Darius decided to set him above the others—above the 
whole kingdom, in fact. The other administrators didn’t like 
that idea one bit, so they sabotaged Daniel. First they tried to 
find evidence that would discredit him, but they could find 
no corruption or negligence in his record. Daniel had served 
his government faithfully just as he had served his God 
faithfully. So the officials resorted to deceit to derail Daniel, 
and they decided to do it on the basis of his faithfulness to 
God. They knew that Daniel would not give up his faith for 
any king. They lied to Darius when they said that the royal 
administrators had all agreed to the edict. They knew that 
Daniel would not have agreed had he been told about it.

 The administrators’ suggestion to Darius was extremely 
flattering. How could a powerful king resist such adoration? 
The administrators thought they had found a way to 
defeat Daniel, because in Medo-Persian law, once a law 
was confirmed by the king, it couldn’t be changed. This 
was based on the idea that the king embodied the law. If 
a king made a law and then retracted it, there would be a 
contradiction in the law, which was unthinkable.

When Daniel was found praying to God, Darius was 
trapped. Apparently there was nothing he could do to 
prevent Daniel from being thrown into the lions’ den, and 
the king was distraught. As unlikely as it seemed that Daniel 
could still be alive the next morning, Darius was the first one 
to the den to find out if God had saved Daniel.

The fact that Daniel experienced a miracle is confirmed 
in Daniel 6:24. There was no law prohibiting Darius from 
punishing deceitful schemers, so he had Daniel’s accusers 
thrown into the lions’ den. They were torn apart by the hungry 
lions before they hit the floor! Daniel’s life of faith and his 
trust in God saved him from destruction and brought glory 
to God. The miracle in the lions’ den led Darius to decree that 
his people hold the God of Daniel in fear and reverence. But 
in all likelihood, the people simply added God to their list of 
gods just as they had done in Nebuchadnezzar’s day.

Bible Background for Leaders

God Protects Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6:1-23

Devotion for Leaders
Daniel faced significant hardship, and he endured be-
cause of his strong relationship with God. We, too, can 
face hardship with grace and strength if we remain in a 
growing relationship with Jesus.

Weaving Faith Into Your Life: Like Daniel, who an-
swered to a king and was the victim of a conspiracy, 
we answer to people and wrestle with difficult issues 
each day. Reread Daniel 6:10-11. When Daniel’s cir-
cumstances turned negative, he maintained a rhythm 
of thanksgiving and prayer. What are you thankful for 
today? What do you need from God? Tell him! Ask him! 
And go in peace!
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Why We Worship for Leaders
Our God is always with us, through every adversity, working on our behalf. He 
never abandons us. He is holy, perfect, and without sin. He created the universe 
and alone sustains it, yet he cares about the troubles we face, large and small. The 
story of Daniel in the lions’ den reveals a God who is loyal to those who love him.

Daniel demonstrated love and loyalty to God through his determination to obey 
and honor God unwaveringly, even in the face of death. Because God is so great 
and so loyal to us, we ought to follow Daniel’s example and be loyal to God. Use this 
worship session to teach children that our loyalty to God can be an act of worship.

Easy Prep for Leaders
Let’s Praise God!

•  Make sure your video equipment is ready.

•  Cut enough 3-inch paper hearts to have one for each child. Put the 
hearts and markers on a table near the entrance.

•  Have regular gum (not sugar-free) available. Have stickers on hand for 
children who can’t have gum. Set a wastebasket next to the table.

•  Print “God” in the center of a piece of poster board. Use pencil to lightly 
draw a large heart shape around the word, and hang the poster on the 
wall at child height in the worship area.

“Daniel and the Lions”—Watch “Daniel and the Lions” at least once before the 
worship session so you’ll be familiar with it.

Preschool Activities—Refer to the preschool pages for preparations.

Let’s Praise God!
Play KidsOwn Worship music videos as children arrive. Greet each child by name, 
say “God sticks with us forever,” and give the child a piece of gum. Ask kids to chew 
the gum right away. Put a sticker on the hand of any children who can’t have gum. 
Have children each write their name on a heart and take it with them. If there’s 
time, have children decorate the hearts with the markers.

When all the children have arrived, 

 Hello, everyone. Welcome to children’s church! We’re 
worshipping God today because he deserves our loyalty. I hope 
you’re enjoying your gum! The gum is to remind you that God 
is good, just as the gum is good. The Bible says in Psalm 34:8, 
“Taste and see that the Lord is good.”

•  What do you think it means to “taste and see that the Lord is 
good”? (It means to try and see; to get to know God to see what 
he’s like.)

ALLERGY ALERT
See Session 1.
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 Saying “taste and see” is like saying “try it and see.” Just as we 
chew the gum to taste it, we have to “try” God to see just how 
good he is. God is good all the time. So he deserves our loyalty. 
Let’s worship him!

Sing “His Great Love” (Romans 5:8).

 Gum is good, but after it’s chewed awhile, its goodness fades.

•  How long do you think God’s love and goodness last? (Forever; 
a long time.)

 God is good forever, unlike our gum. He never fails us the way 
people sometimes will. His love never loses its flavor. He’s 
always with us. That’s why God deserves our loyalty. Loyalty 
means sticking with someone no matter what. Let’s tell God 
that we want to stick with him forever. Stick your gum to the 
back of your paper heart. As we sing our next song, we’ll take 
turns sticking the hearts on the poster. Let’s worship God with 
our loyalty and ask him to help us stick with him forever.

As children sing, have them take turns sticking their hearts to the poster using 
the pencil line as a guide so their hearts make a heart shape around the word 
God. If kids have stickers rather than gum, show them how to take the stickers 
off their hands and roll them up to stick to both the heart and the poster.

Sing “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.”

 God deserves our loyalty. Being loyal to God also means 
standing up for God. In today’s Bible story, we’ll see how Daniel 
stood up for God even though he got into big trouble for it. He 
refused to pray to anyone but God, even though he was thrown 
into a den of hungry lions for doing it.

•  Can you think someone who has taken a stand for God? Maybe 
it’s someone from the Bible or from history. Or maybe it’s you. 
Tell us about it. (I was made fun of for praying at lunch, but I did it 
anyway; a missionary stood up for God in her country.)

•   How were those people loyal to God? (They stood up for God no 
matter what; they didn’t turn away from God.)

•  What are some ways that you can show your loyalty to God?  
(I can tell others about God; I can follow God no matter what.)

 There are times we need to take a stand for God. We might have 
to take a stand when others want us to do something we know 
is wrong. We might have to take a stand by telling someone 
about Jesus. We might have to take a stand by doing something 
kind for someone who doesn’t deserve it. All of these are ways 
we can show our loyalty to God. Let’s stand up for God as we 
sing our next song.
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Sing “Let’s Go!” (Ephesians 2:10).

 God deserves our loyalty because he is always loyal to us. His 
love will last forever, and he deserves our praises. Let’s sing 
about his forever love.

Sing ”Forever God, Forever Love.”

 God deserves our loyalty even when it’s not easy to be loyal. 
God is always with us, especially when things are hard. God 
didn’t keep Daniel from getting in trouble, but God was with 
him in the middle of his trouble. As you sing this next song, ask 
God to help you hope in him no matter what happens in your 
life.

Sing ”Hope in the Lord” (Psalm 33:20).

 Another reason God deserves our loyalty is that God is holy. 
One meaning of holy is perfect. We aren’t perfect, but God is. 
And the cool thing about God is that we don’t have to be perfect 
or do everything perfectly in order for him to accept us. Jesus 
lived a perfect life for us! We just have to get to know him and 
love him. And he can help us be more holy, too.

Sing ”You Must Be Holy” (Leviticus 19:2).

 We won’t do everything in life perfectly. But that’s OK because 
God loves us anyway! You might not be the best, and you might 
not even feel very special. But God sees your heart. He accepts 
you just as you are. Let’s reach high and tell God we want to be 
loyal to him, no matter what.

Sing ”God’s Love Is Always There.”

God, you are good. You are holy. You are perfect. You stick 
with us always. For all these things and more, you deserve our 
loyalty. Help us stick with you forever. Help us take a stand for 
what is right every day. You are worthy, and we praise you. We 
give you our loyalty. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Let’s Learn the Point!

Preschool Activities, pages 103-104
At this time, have the preschool leader invite the preschoolers to go to 

their own room for this section of activities. Tear out the Preschool Activities 
page, and give it to the preschool leader. Have the preschool leader bring the 
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preschoolers back to participate in Let’s Pray! with the older children. If you 
prefer to keep all the children together, do the starred (*) activities. They will 
work well with both elementary and preschool children.

Elementary Activities
* Daniel and the Lions

Show the “Daniel and the Lions” video.  After the video clip,

•  How did Daniel show that he was loyal to God? (He continued 
to pray; he focused on God no matter what happened.)

•  Why do you think Daniel was loyal to God? (He loved God; he 
knew to worship only God.)

•  What made it hard for Daniel to stay loyal? (He might have been 
afraid of dying; he got in trouble for it.)

Turn to a partner. Tell your partner what you can do to be loyal 
to God this week. Talk with your partner about what makes 
it tough for you to be loyal all the time. Then take a couple of 
minutes to pray for each other, asking God to give you strength 
and courage to remain loyal through everything.

Give kids a couple of minutes to talk and pray.

Loyalty isn’t always easy. But God deserves our loyalty. Let’s 
talk more about that.

* Changeable or Loyal?
Have kids form groups of four or five, and make sure each group has a Bible.

•  What does it mean to be loyal? (To follow someone no matter 
what; to stay with God through everything.)

God deserves our loyalty. The story of Daniel in the lions’ den 
is a great illustration of loyalty. Open your Bibles to Daniel 
chapter 6. Choose someone in your group to read verses 22 and 
23 aloud. Pause while kids read the verses in their groups.

Now answer these questions in your group, and be prepared to 
share your answers with the rest of the class.

•  How was Daniel loyal to God? (He followed God; he prayed to 
God; he trusted God through his hard situation.)

•  How was God loyal to Daniel? (God protected Daniel; God loved 
Daniel.)

Give kids a few minutes to discuss. Then have a few kids share what their 
group discovered about loyalty.

Break off pieces of the Silly Putty, and give one to each group. Ask kids to 
shape the putty into something and then trade with another group. Invite each 
group to make changes to the sculpture and hand it back to its original group. 

(continued on page 105)
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   God Protects Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6:1-23

Worship Theme: 

God deserves our loyalty.

Easy Prep for Leaders

None is needed.

Using Theo
Consider using Theophilus the  FaithRetriever puppet 
today in these ways:

•  Have Theo lead the 
preschoolers from the 
main worship area to the 
preschool room. 

•  Have Theo help lead 
worship in the “Leading 
Loyal Praises” activity.

•  See the KidsOwn 
Worship Kit for a puppet 
skit written for today’s 
worship session.

Loyal Daniel
Have kids sit in a circle on the floor. Ask a volunteer to kneel in the 
center of the circle and fold his or her hands.

  Let’s pretend that [name of child] is the person in 
our Bible story today. His name is Daniel, and he 
loves God. Daniel loved to pray. One day the king 
made a rule that no one could pray to God. He 
said that the people must pray to him, the king!

That’s kind of silly, isn’t it? But that’s what the 
rule was. The king also said that anyone who 
didn’t pray to him would be killed! Anyone who 
didn’t pray to the king would be thrown into a 
pit of hungry lions and eaten up! When Daniel 
heard about the king’s rule, he had to decide if 
he would obey the king or keep praying to God.

•  What do you think Daniel did?

•  Was it OK if Daniel didn’t obey the king? Why 
or why not?

  It’s important for us to obey rules. But if a rule goes 
against what God says, then we must obey God 
instead of the rule. That’s what Daniel did. We say 

that Daniel was “loyal” to God, because he did what 

was right, even though he got in trouble for it.

Say loyal with me. Loyal. Look at our Daniel. 

He is on his knees, being loyal, praying to God 

instead of to the king. Let’s be like Daniel. Let’s 

kneel down and pretend to pray.

When the king found out that Daniel was 

still praying to God, he told his men to throw 

Daniel into the lions’ den. Let’s pretend our 

Daniel is in the lions’ den, and let’s crawl 

around like hungry, growling lions in the den.

•  What do you think happened to Daniel?

  God shut the lions’ mouths so they couldn’t hurt or 

bite Daniel! Let’s shut our growling mouths and lie 

down. Daniel was loyal to God. God kept Daniel safe. 

God will keep you safe, too. He deserves our loyalty.

Have children take turns pretending to be Daniel. Encourage 

children to tell the story as they act it out. If they need 

prompting, ask questions, such as “Why is Daniel in the lions’ 

den?” and “What happened in the lions’ den?”

He Sticks With Me
Have children stand in a circle.

   When we are loyal to someone, we stick with 
him or her no matter what. Link arms with a 
friend near you to show that you will stick with 

your friend no matter what.

•  Who sticks with us no matter what?

   God sticks with us no matter what. He sticks 
with us when we’re good. He sticks with us 
when we do wrong things. God loves us and 
will always stick with us. Let’s learn a rhyme. It’s 
called “He Sticks With Me.”
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Preschool Activities

Lead the children in the following finger play.

    God is loyal to me. (Hold up one index finger.)

So loyal I’ll be. (Hold up the other index finger.)

He sticks with me. (Have fingertips touch as if stuck 
by glue.)

We’re together, you see! (Lock fingers together.)

Repeat the rhyme several times. Then change the actions to 
end the activity.

God is loyal to me. (Hold up one index finger.)

So loyal I’ll be. (Point to yourself with your thumb.)

He sticks with me. (Have children link their arms 
together.)

We’re together, you see! (Have children wiggle 
joined elbows up and down.)

God will never leave us. God will always love us. 
God is loyal to us. For all these reasons and more, 
God deserves our loyalty. Let’s be loyal to God.

He Sticks With Me (continued)

* Leading Loyal Praises
    Today we’re learning that God deserves our 
loyalty. One way we can show our loyalty to 
God is by praising him.

•  Why should we praise God?

•  What are some ways to praise God?

Help children brainstorm about ways to praise God, such as 
by singing, praying, dancing, jumping, and using words to tell 
God they love him.

    God deserves our praises because he is so good 
to us. He is perfect, which means he never does 
anything wrong.

God always sticks with us, whether we do good 
things or wrong things. God always forgives us. 
God always loves us. God deserves our loyalty!

Let’s take turns being worship leaders and 
leading each other in praising God because he 
deserves our loyalty.

Choose a child to be the worship leader, and direct the other 
children to worship in any way he or she chooses. After a minute 
or two, have another child lead the group. Encourage children to 
do things such as leading everyone in a favorite song, dancing 
around the room while saying, “God deserves our loyalty,” and 
jumping up and down and saying, “Yea, God!” Continue until 
everyone has had a chance to be the worship leader.

End the activity by having one or two children pray aloud for 
the group.
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Then ask kids to notice what changes they see in the putty.

This putty changes easily. It didn’t stay loyal to the shape you 
made it—it changed to do whatever the new group shaped it to 
do. Think about how we are sometimes like this putty when it 
comes to loyalty.

•  Do people who are loyal change as easily as this Silly Putty 
does? (No, they don’t change at all; yes, no one’s that loyal.)

People aren’t always completely loyal. Sometimes we are 
changeable.

•  How are we changeable? (Our friends can convince us to do 
things we shouldn’t do; sometimes we follow God, but sometimes 
we do what we want to do.)

•  Why does God deserve our complete, unchanging loyalty? 
(God is perfect; we should worship God; God is holy.)

Sometimes we are loyal, and sometimes we aren’t. Sometimes 
we stick up for our friends or for what’s right, and sometimes 
we don’t. Think of a time someone was loyal to you or you were 
loyal to someone. Share about that time with your group. Give 
kids a few minutes to share. Now think of a time you should have 
been loyal to someone or something and you were not loyal. 
Have kids share in their groups.

Sometimes we just don’t feel like doing the right thing, so we 
don’t. And sometimes we know what the right thing to do is, 
but we don’t do it because we’re afraid of what other people will 
think. We’re changeable, like this easily-shaped putty. But God 
is not. He never changes. He never gives up on us. He stands by 
us no matter what we do, whether we do what’s right or what’s 
wrong. God deserves our total loyalty. Hold up the Silly Putty.

Will you be changeable? or loyal? Let’s not be as easily-shaped 
by other people as this putty. Let’s stay steady and give our 
loyalty to God—he deserves it!

Collect the Silly Putty and the Bibles, and set them aside.

(continued from page 102)
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Comic Strip Loyalty
Comic strips are often a funny look at human behavior. Many 
times comic strips make a point. We’re going to make comic 
strips that worship God. Work together with your group to 
make up a strip, which should be about three or four frames 
long. The comic strips can be funny or serious, but each one 
should make the point that God deserves our loyalty. 

For example, you might draw a situation that shows someone 
being loyal to God by telling someone about Jesus. You would 
illustrate that in three or four frames. Or you might illustrate a 
reason God deserves our loyalty, such as how he provided the 
special athletic shoes you needed when it seemed impossible 
for you to buy them. Be creative—just make sure to make the 
point that God deserves our loyalty.

Distribute drawing paper, pencils, and markers. Circulate among the groups 
and help kids as needed. When the groups are finished, have them share their 
comics with the rest of the class. Tape them to the wall or assemble them 
together in a scrapbook.

Let’s Pray!
The Offering

As we give our gifts to God today, we’ll listen to the song 
“Create in Me a Pure Heart.” This song is about giving our heart 
to God and honoring God with everything in us. When we sing 
it, we ask God for a steadfast spirit. Steadfast means “constant” 
or “not changeable.” A steadfast spirit stays loyal. While you’re 
waiting for your turn to give your offering, listen carefully to the 
words, and talk to God about how you want to be loyal to him.

Play “Create in Me a Pure Heart” (Psalm 51:10). 
Take the offering.

Praise Ball
Ask everyone to form a circle. Give each child a heart-shaped sticker. Hold up the ball.

The story of Daniel being protected from the lions shows us 
that God deserves our loyalty. We’re going to use this ball and 
our stickers to praise God. When I throw the ball to you, name 
a reason God deserves your loyalty, and then add your sticker 
somewhere on the ball. I’ll start.

God, you deserve my loyalty because you protect me, just as 
you protected Daniel.
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Put your sticker on the ball, and toss it to someone. Have that person pray, 
add a sticker to the ball, and then toss the ball to someone else. Continue until 
everyone has had a turn.

“God’s Love Is Always There”
Let’s pledge our loyalty to God as we sing our closing song. 
When we say the Pledge of Allegiance, we put our right hands 
on our hearts. When we give our lives to God, promising to 
obey, serve, and love him, we worship him in the best way 
possible. When we stand up for God, we honor him with our 
loyalty. Let’s place our hands over our hearts to pledge our 
loyalty to God as we sing. After all, he’s always loyal to us!

Sing ”God’s Love Is Always There.”

Lord, we worship you. You are our God. You are the only God. 
We give you honor and glory. We give you our loyalty. You 
deserve it, God. We love you. In Jesus’ name, amen.




