6. The Golden Calf - Aaron's Missteps and God's
Faithfulness - Exodus 20, 32
05/24/26

Icebreaker Question:
Share about a time when you made a promise you couldn't keep. What happened, and
what did you learn from that experience?

Highlights:

This week's message explored the story of the golden calf in Exodus 32, highlighting
Aaron's leadership failures and God's unwavering faithfulness. Despite the Israelites'
promise to obey God, they quickly fell into idolatry when Moses delayed returning from
Mount Sinai. Aaron, left in charge, succumbed to pressure and created a golden calf for
the people to worship. Through this story, we see our own tendencies to take control,
replace God with idols, minimize our sin, and blame others. Yet God's grace shines
through—He remains faithful even when we fail.

Key Takeaways:
1. Wait on God's timing instead of taking control - The Israelites grew impatient and took
matters into their own hands rather than remaining in God's presence.

2. Follow God's leading, not the world's pressure - Aaron let the people lead him instead
of leading them according to God's direction.

3. Don't try to reduce or replace God - Aaron's attempt to make God more "manageable”
through the golden calf only made things worse.

4. Practice true confession, not blame-shifting - Aaron minimized his sin and blamed
others rather than taking full responsibility.

5. God's grace covers our failures - Despite Aaron's massive failure, God still used him as
high priest, demonstrating His mercy and second chances.
Discussion Questions

1. What stands out to you most about Aaron's choices in this story? What surprises you?



2. The sermon mentioned that Aaron became "the literary foil for Moses"—doing the
opposite of what we should do. What specific contrasts do you see between Moses'
actions and Aaron's actions?

3. Why do you think the Israelites were so quick to break their promise to obey God,
especially after witnessing all His miracles?

4. The sermon asked: "When we feel like we are waiting on the Lord to speak, to move,
to do SOMETHING, and we just can't wait anymore"—we take control. When have you
experienced this in your own life? What was the result?

5. Aaron let the pressure of people influence him more than God's authority. In what
areas of your life do you feel most tempted to please people rather than God?

6. The sermon mentioned we can either replace God with idols OR reduce Him to
something more manageable. Which of these temptations do you struggle with more?
What does that look like practically?

7. Aaron's response to Moses was to blame others and minimize his role ("l threw it into
the fire and out came this calf!"). When you mess up, what's your typical response? Do
you tend to blame others, make excuses, or minimize your sin?

8. Moses interceded for the people through prayer rather than trying to fix things
himself. What does this teach us about how to respond when we or others sin?

9. The sermon emphasized that God wants "a broken and contrite heart" and true
confession. What does genuine confession look like versus Aaron's version? How can we
practice this in our daily lives?

10. Despite Aaron's failure, God still used him as high priest because of His grace. How
does this truth about God's character encourage you in your current season of life?**

11. What specific idol or area of control do you need to surrender to God this week?
How can this group support you in that?



