
“The Spirit in Paul’s experience and theology was always thought of in terms of the personal presence of God.  The Spirit 
is God’s way of being present, powerfully present, in our lives and communities as we await the consummation of the 
kingdom of God.  Precisely because he understood the Spirit as God’s personal presence, Paul also understood the Spirit 
always in terms of an empowering presence; whatever else, for Paul the Spirit was an experienced reality.” (Gordon Fee)

DISCIPLESHIP LESSON #4
CONCERNING GOD THE SPIRIT

THE NATURE OF THE SPIRIT

Read John 16:13-14.  Jesus describes the Spirit to his disciples as a personal Being, not simply as a source of power.  
Notice the use of the personal pronoun “he.”  We will talk about this significance during our study.

Read Acts 5:1-4.  In verse 3 Peter accused the deceptive Ananias of lying to the Holy Spirit by giving the impression he 
was donating all his money.  Who does Peter say that Ananias lied to in verse 4? 

THE SPIRIT’S WORK PRIOR TO SALVATION

Read 2 Peter 1:20-21, a passage we looked at in Discipleship Lesson #1.  Note the Spirit’s role in inspiration.

How does the Spirit cause us to realize our lost condition (John 16:7-11)? 

We will discuss the concept of illumination during the lesson.

THE SPIRIT’S WORK AT SALVATION

List the ministries the Spirit performs in our lives at the moment of salvation.  Look for the word “Spirit” and then find the 
closest noun, verb, or prepositional phrase to find the right answer.

•Romans 8:9-11  
•1 Corinthians 6:9-11  
•1 Corinthians 12:12-13 

•Ephesians 1:13-14  

•2 Thessalonians 2:13  

THE SPIRIT’S WORK AS A RESULT OF SALVATION

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11.  What has the Spirit given to every believer? 

In Ephesians 5:15-18 what does Paul say the Spirit desires to do for each believer? 

Read Galatians 5:22-23 and list the “fruit of the Spirit” that demonstrates the Spirit’s control of a person’s life. 

Since the Spirit desires to control your life how should you treat him (Ephesians 4:30)?  
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