
“We don’t want to believe that any others deserve eternal punishment, because if they do, so do we.  But if we 
understood God’s nature and ours, we would be shocked not that some people could go to Hell (where else 
would sinners go?), but that any would be permitted into Heaven.  Unholy as we are, we are disqualified from 
saying that infinite holiness doesn’t demand everlasting punishment.  By denying the endlessness of Hell, we 
minimize Christ’s work on the cross.” (Randy Alcorn)

DISCIPLESHIP LESSON #12
CONCERNING THE ETERNAL STATE

THE ETERNAL STATE OF THE UNSAVED

For whom did God create hell (Matthew 25:41-46)? 

Read Revelation 20:11-15.  In general terms, who will populate hell? 

The basic characteristic of hell is the absence of God (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9).  Write out the biblical descriptions of hell in 
the following passages:

• Matthew 13:36-43  
• Luke 16:19-31 
• 
• Revelation 14:9-11 

What is God’s attitude toward those who are perishing (2 Peter 3:9)? 

How should the shocking reality of hell impact believers (2 Corinthians 5:10-11)?

THE ETERNAL STATE OF THE SAVED

What happens to the soul when a believer dies (2 Corinthians 5:1-8)?

Note: When a believer dies, he or she enters into what theologians call the intermediate state, a transitional place 
between our past lives on Earth and our future, eternal state on the New Earth.  By its very nature, an intermediate state 
is temporary.  But even though it is temporary, the apostle Paul said that it is “better by far” (Philippians 1:23) than living 
here on Earth.

The key passage that describes the New Heaven is Revelation 21:1-4.  Write out the characteristics of the eternal state.  

How does John describe the physical aspects of the New Heaven (Revelation 22:1-5)? 

To which world does the believer actually belong (Philippians 3:20-21)? 

Therefore, what should be the focus of the believer’s life (Colossians 3:1-4)?
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