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WESLEY UMC NEWS FOR MAY 14, 2020

LET’S CELEBRATE OUR  

GRADUATES! 
This Sunday, May 17, we invite the Wesley 

congregation to participate in a drive-by 

celebration for WUMC’s graduates. Please line up 

in the church parking lot at 3:30 for a graduation 

parade. Decorate your car with signs and 

streamers, or however you like, and bring some 

items to make a joyful noise! We will leave the 

church parking lot by 4:00 and head to the first 

graduate’s house. Please come and join in this 

unique opportunity to celebrate with, and 

congratulate, the class of 2020. If you have any 

questions please email Youth Director Brock 

Warren at bwarren@charlestonwesley.org. In case 

you are wanting to make name-specific signs, you 

will find a list of graduates below. Thanks, and 

hope to see you then! 

CHARLESTON HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Abbie Bonnstetter 

Chase Bosler 

Simon Choate 

Taylor Fleming 

Rachel Mellott 

Jordan Socarras 

Mahala VanHise 

  

EIU GRADUATES 

Edie Classen 

Lauren Mellott 

  

LAKELAND COLLEGE GRADUATE 

Chelsea Black 

 

The building may be 

closed, but ministry 

goes on. Phone calls, 

emails, social media, 

and Zoom calls are 

keeping Wesley folks 

connected. Ministry is being planned. Mission is 

ongoing. We want to extend a huge and heartfelt 

THANK YOU to all of you who have been so very 

faithful in your giving to Wesley Church during this 

time of physical distancing. Your offering can be 

mailed to the office – 2206 4th Street, Charleston – 

or you can give online through our website 

www.charlestonwesley.org.  Money leads to 

ministry and mission, and ministry and mission are 

a much-needed sign that Christ is risen indeed! 

 

CAN I GET A WITNESS? 
Have you experienced a 

blessing through the 

kindness of another 

Wesley member during 

this season of physical 

distancing? Have you 

been blessed by sharing a kindness with someone 

else?  How has being a part of the body of Christ 

through Wesley United Methodist Church been a 

blessing to you during this time? If you are willing 

to make a brief (1-2 minute) video of yourself 

telling about it so that it might be shared as a 

Ministry Moment during online worship, please 

send it to Rev. Tom at tomcorum1964@gmail.com.  

Feel free to contact Rev. Tom with any questions. 

Connecting everyone to a 

growing relationship with 

God through Jesus Christ 

and His mission on earth. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:bwarren@charlestonwesley.org
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:tomcorum1964@gmail.com
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Forward in Faith 
 

Grace and peace to 

all of you in the 

name of Jesus 

Christ, our Risen 

Lord, who is our 

Shepherd, our Way, 

and the Gate 

through which we are able to come in and go out 

and find pasture.  We continue to inhabit a liminal 

space, an awkward and disorienting “waiting 

room” between the familiarity of the past and the 

unnerving not-yet of a still-unclear future that will 

not be the same. 

  

There are still many unanswered questions about 

how churches will proceed.  In a process I am 

calling “Forward in Faith,” I have begun holding 

conversations via videoconferencing with Wesley 

staff and leaders to discern our way forward 

prayerfully and thoughtfully.  In addition to the 

following five assumptions and commitments 

which I am now sharing with you, I was clear to say 

to them, “We must rely on God to lead us through 

this process.  If we think we are in charge, we are 

mistaken.”  

  

Here are my five assumptions and commitments: 

1) We will comply with all federal, state, 

and UMC mandates. 

2) It is not time to reopen our facilities, but 

that time will come, and we need to be 

ahead of the game when it does. 

3) Reopening will not be all at once, but 

rather in stages. 

4) The process of planning faithfully for 

reopening will be a marathon and not a 

sprint. 

5) This is all complex and messy.  We are 

building the bridge as we walk on it.  

(And it will be harder than what we 

already have done.) 

 

Our first conversation took place on Tuesday May 

5, the same day the Restore Illinois Plan was 

released.  On Friday May 8, the Illinois Great Rivers 

Conference of the United Methodist Church 

released a comprehensive plan for reopening 

churches which mirrors the phases of the Restore 

Illinois Plan. Our planning process will rely heavily 

on these two documents. 

 

Meanwhile, Wesley staff and leadership remain 

committed to maintaining communication with 

you, caring for pastoral needs, nurturing 

community within Wesley Church, leading our 

congregation in reaching out to our community 

during these challenging times, and keeping you 

apprised of our plans.   

 

Things will not be “the way they were before” for 

some time, and some things will change 

permanently. I need you to begin to think about 

that before we ever return to using our building for 

daily ministry. As the church, we will need to help 

facilitate a cultural shift in public behavior that 

enhances the health and well-being of all, from the 

strongest to the most vulnerable. This shift is 

clearly in keeping with the Gospel of love for all as 

demonstrated in the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus. 

 

As we move toward Pentecost, we hear Jesus 

promising the Holy Spirit, assuring his disciples that 

neither he nor his work will be limited by physical 

proximity or space. Please join me in seeking the 

full power and guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead 

us forward in faith. 

 

You are in my heart and in my prayers. 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/


3 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

WESLEY UMC SUPPORT  

FOR AREA NEEDS: 

MAY 15 DONATIONS DROP-OFF 

Church and Society volunteers will be available 

Friday morning (May 15) to accept donations to 

assist local organizations serving area residents in 

need. This week the focus is on HOPE of East 

Central Illinois and Standing Stone. Whether you 

are making the weekly visit to a local grocery store 

or having items delivered through a shopping 

service, please consider the items in the lists below 

in the spirit of the “one more” approach. Every 

donation, from small to large, is appreciated and 

makes a difference for local nonprofits as they 

address ongoing needs in our community. 

The process for dropping off donations will remain 

the same. Volunteers will be available Friday 

morning at the North door of Wesley UMC, from 

10 am to Noon. The volunteers will take needed 

COVID-19 precautionary measures (e.g., masks, 

social distancing, hand sanitizing, etc.) as they 

retrieve donated items from your vehicle. You will 

not need to exit the vehicle; just drive to the north 

door of the church to have your donated items 

retrieved (e.g., from your trunk or back seat). We 

thank you for your support. 

*HOPE OF EAST CENTRAL ILLINOIS: 

• Canned soups; spaghetti; ravioli; beef stew; fruit; 

tuna; chicken 

• Microwavable mac & cheese cups 

• Individual cups of apple sauce; fruit; puddings;  

Jello 

• Boxes of cereal 

• Small jugs of laundry detergent 

• Small can openers 

• Ibuprofen 

• $ donations to help with unexpected costs during 

shelter-in-place 

• Dish soap 

• Can openers 

• Razors 

*STANDING STONE: 

• Canned meat: tuna, chicken, small canned ham 

• Instant potatoes 

• Small bags of flour/sugar 

• Toothpaste/toothbrushes 

Thank you for your continued support, 

The Church & Society Work Area 

 

DO YOU NEED A FACE MASK? 
An update on face-masks distribution: If you or any 

members of your 

household need 

face masks for 

COVID-19 

precautionary 

safety practices, 

they are available at 

our Friday morning 

donations drop-off. 

The face masks are 

made by our Wesley Face-Mask Sewing Team to 

help with protecting our congregation’s members 

during the pandemic. The face masks not only are 

high quality, but also have definite fashion appeal. 

And please know that no donations are necessary 

for a face mask. 

 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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GREETINGS NEEDED 

In Matthew’s 

Easter story, 

Jesus meets 

Mary 

Magdalene 

and “the 

other Mary” 

with the 

simple word, 

“Greetings!”  A better translation may be, 

“Rejoice!”  In either case, you can do the same!  In 

these times of anxiety and confusion, a familiar 

face and voice can be reassuring. We are trying to 

open each online worship service with a brief video 

greeting from a Wesley member or family.  We’re 

talking less than a minute here.  Here’s what you 

do.  Record yourself sharing a few words with your 

Wesley family, upload it to your Google drive, and 

send it to Rev. Tom at tomcorum1964@gmail.com.  

If you need help with the process, don’t let that 

stop you.  

LAY READERS NEEDED 

Would you be willing to make a video of yourself 

reading an assigned scripture or prayer for an 

upcoming online worship service? If so, contact 

Rev. Tom at tomcorum1964@gmail.com.  

P.S. Don’t worry about your hair – you look fine       

 

   HAITI CONNECTION YARD SALE INFO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sympathy is expressed to  

Cathy Senior 

on the death of  her mother, 

Dorothy Voyles, on May 10, 2020, 

and to Gale McElwee 

on the death of his mother, 

Norma McElwee, on May 13, 2020. 

This past week, Bishop Beard and the Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference released a document offering 

guidance on safely reopening churches in our 

Conference. The plan mirrors the Restore Illinois 

program, adapting it to a church setting. You can 

read the entire pdf here: 

https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/d8

118a15-bc4b-4040-89e0-d6d9e1432a86.pdf.  

In the meantime, please know that Wesley Church 

leadership and staff members are already working 

on ways to prepare our church for opening when 

that day arrives. Though our gatherings may look 

different for a time, our main focus is the health 

and well-being of each and every one of you.  Stay 

tuned for more information as it is made available.  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:tomcorum1964@gmail.com
mailto:tomcorum1964@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/d8118a15-bc4b-4040-89e0-d6d9e1432a86.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/d8118a15-bc4b-4040-89e0-d6d9e1432a86.pdf
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GREEN TEAM 

CHURCH 

GARDEN 

 
Hi Wesley Gardeners! 

 

The Wesley Green 

Team is starting a 

church garden this 

spring and wondered if you might have some spare 

vegetable seeds to share. If you’ve already planted 

your own garden and have seeds to share, we will 

put them to good use. Once the vegetables are up, 

we'll share them with you, too! 

 

If you have a few spare vegetable seeds, please 

share them on Fridays between 10 and 12 during 

the Wesley UMC Support for Area Needs: Donation 

Drop-Off at the north door of Wesley UMC. As with 

all other donations, you will not need to leave your 

car, as Church and Society Work Area members will 

safely collect your donations. 

 

We thank you for sharing seeds for our new garden 

project and invite you to join us at the garden, 

spending time outdoors, while also promoting 

stewardship toward God's creation. 

The Wesley Green Team 

 

We hope you have 

already checked 

out our online 

church directory 

and have updated any personal info that was 

incorrect. Feel free to submit a photo, too. It 

doesn’t need to be professional – a picture from 

your phone will work. Someday, after we are able 

to once again safely gather in person, we hope to 

take some photos at the church as well.  

 

If you have not yet accessed the directory here is 

the desktop link to get started:  

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/  

YOU will create your own personal login. The 

church itself does not have a specific login or 

number. YOU create your own unique login which 

will be tied to your email address. Once you are 

logged in you should not have to do it again, but 

just in case, it’s best to record your login info 

somewhere for easy access. If you can’t sign in 

using your email, it may be that you have a new 

email address or that you have more than one and 

we used a different one. If you receive a message 

that your email address is invalid, let us know so 

that we can enter the correct one. To access the 

directory from your tablet or phone, you will need 

to download the Instant Church Directory app. Go 

to the app store on your device (iOS, Android and 

Kindle devices are compatible) and search for 

Instant Church Directory. From there you will be 

able to login being sure to use the SAME login you 

have already created (IF you previously made one 

on your computer). Below are some helpful info 

sheets to get you started.  

 

Online Directory Login: 

https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/Ins

tantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-

OnlineMemberDirectory-Instructions.pdf   

 

iOS Login: 

https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/Ins

tantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-

iOSApp-Instructions.pdf 

  

Android & Kindle Device Login: 

https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/Ins

tantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-

AndroidApp-Instructions.pdf 

 

If you have difficulty signing in, please let us know.  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/InstantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-OnlineMemberDirectory-Instructions.pdf
https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/InstantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-OnlineMemberDirectory-Instructions.pdf
https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/InstantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-OnlineMemberDirectory-Instructions.pdf
https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/InstantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-iOSApp-Instructions.pdf
https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/InstantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-iOSApp-Instructions.pdf
https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/InstantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-iOSApp-Instructions.pdf
https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/InstantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-AndroidApp-Instructions.pdf
https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/InstantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-AndroidApp-Instructions.pdf
https://download.instantchurchdirectory.com/InstantChurchDirectory/tools/Member-Login-AndroidApp-Instructions.pdf
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WESLEY UMC CLASSES, GROUPS & MEETING TIMES 

The following is a list of groups we know are meeting in a variety of ways during our 

time of being apart. Please let us know if you would like to join any of these groups 

so that we can connect you with group leaders. If you have a group that is meeting 

that is not listed below, please email Rosalie at raddison@charlestonwesley.org so 

your group can be added. 

Sundays: 

      Online Worship – on YouTube; watch any time after it is uploaded on Saturday evenings 

      9:45 AM – Voices Sunday School Class via Zoom 

      2:00 PM – Children’s Sunday School via Zoom with Miss Jessica 

      5:00 PM – Middle School Youth Group via Zoom with Brock Warren  

      6:00 PM – High School Youth Group via Zoom with Brock  

Mondays: 

      1:00 PM – Prayer Group meets via text (contact Pastor Janice Kahl) 

      6:00 PM – SPRC via Zoom on Monday, May 18  

Tuesdays: 

      9:00 AM – Women’s Bible Study (contact Nancy Marlow at nancymarlow64@gmail.com) 

      10:30 AM – Staff Meeting via Zoom 

       6:00PM – Small Group via Zoom 

Wednesdays: 

      3:00 PM – Youth Hangout with Brock via Zoom 

      7:00 PM – Chancel Choir meets via Zoom (contact Michael Mellott) 

Thursdays: 

      3:00 PM – Kids Zoom Hangout with Miss Jessica 

OTHER: 

Our Kids Choir meets weekly via Zoom; time varies due to parents’ schedules (contact Michael Mellott) 

Living Word Sunday School Class – meets via email (contact Lowell Gillespie at logillespie@eiu.edu) 

To contact a Wesley staff member, please use the information below: 

Rev. Tom Corum (Pastoral Needs) – tomcorum1964@gmail.com 

Pastor Janice Kahl (Congregational Care) – jkahl@charlestonwesley.org  

Elizabeth Halbe (Front Desk) – charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com 

Rosalie Addison (Communications & Prayer Requests) – raddison@charlestonwesley.org 

Brock Warren (Middle & Senior High Youth) – bwarren@charlestonwesley.org 

Jessica Ulrich (Children’s Ministries) – julrich@charlestonwesley.org 

Michael Mellott (Music Ministries) – mwmellott@yahoo.com  

Don’t forget – you can always call the church office at (217) 345-3917 to leave a message and we will get back with you.  

The main desk email is charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com.  Web address: www.charlestonwesley.org.  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:nancymarlow64@gmail.com
mailto:logillespie@eiu.edu
mailto:tomcorum1964@gmail.com
mailto:jkahl@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:bwarren@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:julrich@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:mwmellott@yahoo.com
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/

