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Therefore, go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the  

Holy Spirit.  

Matthew 28:19 
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Here’s Where You Come In! 

I want to invite you to consider an opportunity. 
You may be just the right person! Churches 
thrive on just the right people grasping just the 
right opportunities at just the right time. I believe 
the Holy Spirit is leading us in a particular 
direction, and with the Holy Spirit’s help, we can 
rise to the occasion. 

As you may know, the mission of The United 
Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. 
Christian Education for all ages is a vital 
component of becoming, making, and growing 
as disciples of Jesus Christ. I am convinced that if 
we grow as Christian disciples, we will make more 
Christian disciples. 

Prior to the pandemic, interest and participation 
in adult Sunday School, short-term studies of 
various sorts, and small groups began to 
increase significantly here at Wesley. 
Additionally, for several years now we have 
witnessed growth in the number of children and 
youth participating in Christian Education. 

Here’s where you come in! We need to increase 
volunteerism in leading and supporting Christian 
Education for all ages. We need children’s 
Sunday School teachers now. We need more 
people to plan, lead, promote, and sustain study 
opportunities for adults. 

As soon as possible, it is my goal to form three 
new Ministry Teams: a Children’s Ministry Team, a 
Youth Ministry Team, and an Adult Education 
Ministry Team. Soon after, it is my goal to form a 
Christian Education & Development Council to 
coordinate efforts and facilitate communication 
among the three Ministry Teams named. 

Where the Youth Ministry Team is concerned, a 
group is already forming under the leadership of 
our Youth Director Brock Warren to participate 
in the newly formed Youth Ministry Cohort Team 
with other United Methodist Churches in the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference. For now, we will 
not seek members for a Youth Ministry Team but 
will let this group do its work.  

 

Through December 2022, this team will work with the 
Reboot Ministry Team from Perkins Theological 
Seminary at Southern Methodist University to 
evaluate our youth ministries and determine 
processes to move them forward. This is an exciting 
opportunity for us to work with other churches on 
innovative ideas for youth ministry in our time. 

The Children’s Ministry Team, along with Wesley staff, 
will support ministries for children including Sunday 
School, Children’s Church, Vacation Bible School, and 
activities for children and families, including selection 
of curriculum and recruitment of volunteers. 

The Adult Education Ministry Team, along with Wesley 
staff, will support ministries of adult Christian 
Education including Adult Sunday School, short-term 
studies, and various small groups, including offering 
resources to existing groups as requested, selection 
of curriculum for new groups as needed or requested, 
and recruitment of volunteers. 

Again, here’s where you come in! Please contact me 
by calling the church office (345-3917) or by email 
(tcorum@charlestonwesley.org) to express your 
interest in participating in the Children’s Ministry Team 
or the Adult Education Ministry Team. I’ll also be happy 
to answer any questions you may have. By the way, 
you can participate in either of these ministry teams 
without feeling obligated to stick with it if it isn’t right 
for you. 

A few years ago, James Harnish and Justin LaRosa led 
a workshop on Discipleship Pathways at Church of 
the Resurrection Leadership Institute in Leawood, 
Kansas. To close, I want to share a few bullet points 
from that presentation: 

· Disciples of Jesus Christ become disciples because other 
disciples disciple them. (A turtle at the top of a fencepost 
didn’t get there by itself.) 

· God’s kingdom comes, and God’s will gets done through 
kingdom-focused disciples who actively participate in 
God’s transformation of the world. 

· Belief wedded to action leads to transformation. 

If serving on the Children’s Ministry Team or the Adult 
Education Ministry Team might be right for you, I hope 
to hear from you very soon. God needs you, I need 
you, and Wesley Church needs you. 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum 
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NEW ALTAR COMMITTEE 
 

We now have an all-new altar committee; 
Carolyn & Stan Adkins, Tina Green, Pam 

Johnson, Nancy Marlow, and Anne Rodgers. 
Lisa & Trevor Doughty will also be on hand to 

sub as needed. Our new committee wants 
everyone to know that there are still dates 

open for folks who would like to 
provide altar flowers this year: Sept. 5, 12, and 
26, and Oct. 3, 10, 24, and 31. The sign-up sheet 

can be found at the information center outside 
the sanctuary doors. Thank you for taking on 

this ministry! 
 

Starting the week of September 
5th, we will need volunteers ages 

16 and older who will be under 
direction of the nursery 

coordinator. 

If you are interested, Please 
provide your contact information 

(name, number & email) on the 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex or 

email Bailey Sharpmack at 
bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.o

rg 

 

With appropriate Covid precautions, Troop 141 has had a very busy summer. 
 

At the Red-White-Blue Days committee’s request our color guard  led the 4th of July parade in which 
both the troop and the cub scout pack had entries. 

 
The return of the state track meets to EIU meant a renewed opportunity to help fund Wesley’s 

scouting program. Eastern has relied on (and compensated) the troop in cleaning O’Brien Stadium 
since 1999. 

 
The troop resumed meetings at the church, outside whenever possible.  A class was held to refresh 

their CPR/AED skills. Another provided an introduction to genetics.  Scouts backpacked in Indiana, and 
went ziplining in southern Illinois.  Thirty-two scouts and six adults enjoyed a week of camping at S bar 

F Scout Ranch at Knob Lick, Missouri, another one completed a week of leadership training there, 
another attended a week-long STEM-based camp at St. Louis, and one went to scout camp in Michigan 
where he spent the week on the water paddleboarding, canoeing, kayaking, motor boating, and water 

skiing. 
 

Our first court of honor in 19 months was held Monday to recognize the 34 scouts who have advanced 
one or more ranks since last March, including nine Eagles, And a trades-related merit badge day in 
September will give scouts the opportunity to earn one in Auto Maintenance, Woodwork, Forestry, 

Journalism, Surveying, Welding, or Digital Technology. 
 

With Cub Scout Pack 41 moving from St. Charles Borromeo to Wesley on September 1, our church’s 
ministry to youth will include scouting opportunities for those from kindergarten through high school, 

both units not having the benefit of being at the same location since 1998. 
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The Produce is Happening! 
Do you have an abundance of 

produce you’re looking to give away? 
Wesley is bringing back the produce 

exchange! Feel free to leave your 
produce in the hallway by the 

fellowship hall. There will be a basket 
provided for donations that will be 

gifted to the Charleston Food Pantry. 
Happy Harvesting! 

 
 

Due to the increasing spread of the Delta variant of COVID-19, both the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and the Illinois Department of Public Health have recommended that in areas of high or 
substantial risk all persons wear face masks while indoors regardless of their vaccination status.   
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The United Methodist Church urges adherence to CDC and 

IDPH guidelines.  Therefore, face masks will be required of everyone while in the Wesley UMC 
building for any reason as long as Coles County is considered a high or substantial risk area as it 

is now.   
The Delta variant is proving to be much more easily transmitted and is an especially dangerous 
threat to unvaccinated people, including those with reduced immunity, medical conditions that 

make vaccination impossible, and children under the age of 12 who are not yet eligible for 
vaccination.  While this feels like a step backwards, and many of us who are vaccinated feel safe 

without masks, we want to do everything we can to slow the spread of the virus and keep 
everyone safe.   

So far, our efforts at Wesley have been 100% successful, and we want to keep it that way.  We will 
continue to issue updates as necessary via Wesley communications.  Meanwhile, let's continue to 
care and pray for our neighbors, especially those who are most vulnerable, and for an end to the 

COVID-19 virus. 
 

 

 
 Are you feeling exhausted from all the 

disruptions to life brought on by the 
pandemic? Are you or someone you know 
struggling with challenges? Our Stephen 

Ministers are ready to listen, care, 
encourage and provide emotional and 

spiritual support. A Stephen minister will 
meet with you privately- by phone or in 

person- to offer care and support. It is free 
and completely confidential. 

For more information, call Stephen leader, 
Ruth Ann Craig at 217-276-7273 
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Harvest Worship Band Parking Lot Concert 

On September 18th, Wesley invites you to a night of music and worship with Tim Price and Harvest 
Ministry. You'll enjoy the mix of songs for all ages! Bring your chairs to sit outdoors for this great 

evening of music! Tim Price and Harvest Ministry are based in Troy, IL (St. Louis area) and the ministry 
has been going since 1996. Though group members change each season, Harvest has recorded 
music available on YouTube, Spotify, Amazon and more. The worship team leads for conferences, 

camps and churches all over the Midwest. Don't miss this night of music and worship at Wesley 
located in the parking lot. You can find out more at calling the church office. It will be a free will 

donation! 

Welcome back to 
campus,  

panthers! 

Women’s Creation Care Retreat 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rejoice! 

Saturday, October 16, 2021 @ Wesley UMC 

8:15AM: Refreshments 
8:30AM: Keynote  

9-11AM: Breakout Sessions 
11:30AM: Closing 

Come be inspired to better care for creation 
through personal change and advocacy.  

All are welcome! 



6 
 

  

The August Wesley newsletter profiles another key organization funded through the annual budget of 
Church and Society. Charleston Soup Stop was founded as a nonprofit in 2001, with the mission of 

providing a free, nutritious hot lunch to anyone who is hungry or food insecure. Soup Stop is located at 
the New Hope Worship Center (formerly Otterbein UMC) at 2175 Harrison Avenue, Charleston Illinois. It is 

partnership-based, not only through the space so generously provided by the New Hope Worship 
Center but also through the hot meals prepared at WB’s Pub and Grub. 

Meals are served Monday through Friday, 11:00 am to 12:30 pm to anyone in need, with no questions 
asked about their finances or personal circumstance. Soup Stop does more than provide the on-site hot 
meal; it also provides a to-go sack lunch for each diner, to help sustain them later in the day. Soup Stop’s 

diners also benefit greatly from the opportunity for fellowship in a friendly, supportive atmosphere. 
They very much missed all of this during the pandemic lockdown period, but fortunately Soup Stop was 

able to start serving its diners again starting with June 2021. 

As a nonprofit organization, Soup Stop relies greatly on the generosity of local donors and the 
dedication of its volunteers. Volunteers serve the hot meals and prepare the sack lunches, along with 
attending to essential kitchen preparation and clean-up tasks. Volunteers work from 10:30 am to 1 pm, 

with flexibility on the days they serve—e.g., daily, weekly or even monthly. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Renee Smith at 217-232-1670 or Board President 

Charmaine Owens at 217-549-2852. To help financially, you may make checks payable to Soup Stop, NFP, 
INC. and mail to Tim Silence, P.O. Box 722, Charleston, IL, 61920. Either way, whether through volunteering 

or through monetary donations, you will be making a difference in the community, helping an 
organization focused on serving area people in need. 

 

Gifts were given to the 
Memorial Fund 
in memory of: 

 
 Gene McFarland 

 
 Betty Elliott 

The new Upper Rooms are here for 
the months of September-October! If 
you would like one delivered, please 
contact Pastor Janice or the church 
office for the booklet. There is a large 
print option and a small print option 

available at Wesley. 
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September Mission Project: 

UMCOR Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) 

The Wesley Missions Ministry Team has designated UMCOR’s Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) 
initiative as the September mission project. 

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene are essential for good health and well-being. Yet, 668 million people 
around the world do not have reliable access to clean water for drinking, and even more people 
lack access to running water for basic household tasks, toilets, and agriculture. In many places, 

water collection is the job of girls and women, who must walk a significant distance several times a 
day to fetch water. This water problem is a major reason why so many children in many countries 

die of diarrheal diseases and hunger. And now, in countries where few have been vaccinated 
against the Coronavirus, the need for clean water for handwashing is even more critical. 

UMCOR and the Global Health Unit of UMC’s Global Ministries are now partnering with national and 
non-governmental agencies, as well as with local community-based organizations in ten different 
Sub-Saharan countries, to help underserved communities locate and develop safe water sources. 

In addition to digging for wells, one major goal is to establish handwashing stations at hospitals, 
clinics, schools, homes, and other public places. This requires a system of trucks that deliver water 

to facilities and homes removed from direct well access. Another goal is to educate people about 
COVID prevention measures and the importance of handwashing in disease prevention. In areas 

where water has been a scarce resource, the hope is that a culture of handwashing will be created. 

If you would like to help support this WASH initiative, please make your check out to Wesley UMC with 
UMCOR / WASH on the memo line and mail it to the church. To give online, please visit 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving. The Wesley UMC Missions Team thanks you for 
your continued support of our monthly missions, and the love you extend to others. 

P.S., One of the NGO’s that UMC Global Ministries partners with is www.waterisbasic.org. If you have 
the time, watch their video “Ru: Water is Life,” about the life of a 12-year-old Sudanese girl, Jena Teji. 

The Missions Ministry Team 
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Carol Adams 
Terry Kelly 
Paul Wieck 

Doris Steinmetz 
Polly Claeys 

Delaney Goddard 
Joan Gregg 

Betty Young 
Cal Campbell 

Charles Eberly 
Evan Carr 

Debbie Dunning 
Gordon Monahan 

Tory Wilson 
Esther Lutz 

 
 
 

James & Terri Farley 

Gene & Joyce Prince 

Dustin & Denver Biggs 

Steven & Tina Green 
 

Alan Johns 
Sonya Schuette 

Connie Berry 
Ron Wohlstein 
Loretta Lahr 

Steve Starwalt 
Jeff Laursen 

Lois Baker 
Carol Sue Hankins 

Greg James 
Sam Schuette 

Donna Wohlstein 
Margaret Hitchings 

Rosalee Noble 
Charles Titus 

 
 

Thanks to Wesley shoppers over 150 children will soon have a bag full of school 
supplies. Keith Kohanzo volunteered to deliver the bags plus 25 pounds of extra 

supplies to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. Bags will be forwarded where 
needed and requested – often in poverty-stricken Central America countries. Our July 

Missions offering to MMDC also includes over $600 for transportation costs and 
additional supplies. Thanks for your support! 
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At Wesley UMC 

How to Get Connected 
Sign up for Weekly & Monthly Newsletter 

Stay up to date with the latest Wesley news! Email 

bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org to sign up for the 

weekly and monthly newsletter or mark that you are 

interested in the Sunday connect cards 

 

Interested in a Daily Devotional? 

Daily Devotionals are a great encouragement in your walk 

with Christ. Email bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org to 

sign up for a daily devotional or mark that you are 

interested in the Sunday connect cards. 

 

Call or Email our Main Office: 

MAIN OFFICE: (217) 345-3917 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com 

   

Service Times: 

In person Worship Service: 9:30AM 

Social Media: 

  

https://www.facebook.com/ch

arlestonwesley/ 

  

   

 

   

https://www.youtube.com/us

er/CharlestonWesley 

 

  

 

@Charleston_WUMC 

     

                          Wesley UMC | 2206 4th St | Charleston | IL | 61920  

 

mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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Your Financial Giving 
 

The giving of your treasure is an expression of your faith, 
as well as a path to growing in your faith.  Thank you for 

sharing your financial gifts so that together we can be the 
body of Christ in an ever-changing world.  Your giving 

makes a difference! 
 

Gifts can be placed in the offering plate on Sundays, 
mailed to the church office (2206 Fourth St., Charleston, IL 
61920), or given online (www.charlestonwesley.org).  May 
we bless others, and be blessed, through our generous 

giving! 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/

