
 

  

"For I, the LORD your God, hold your 
right hand; it is I who say to you, 'Fear 

not, I am the one who helps you.'" 
Isaiah 41:13 



 
 
 
 
I have never been much for gardening. Through the years 
we have shown that we cannot be trusted with vegetation. 
Even with three of the first 4 years of our marriage serving a 
church on the farm, you would think that I would have 
learned something about living with the land. However, a few 
years ago, Erin and I decided to make another run at it and 
plant a garden at our Coal City parsonage. We read up on 
some of the particulars for a successful and lush garden. We 
got the soil ready the best we could, given the sandy ground 
where we lived. I pre-ordered my tomato plans from the local 
landscaping center thinking that I ordered 10 tomato plants. 
When I picked them up, did you know that the tomato plants come in a 4 pack? So yeah…do the math, I had 
40 tomato plants. 40. Well that’s ok….with our Shumaker luck…there was a good chance that 3 or 4 plants 
would survive.  

And yet, by August, did we have tomatoes. We had plenty of tomatoes for BLT’s, we had tomatoes for 
tomato soup, tomato sauce, tomato kabobs, tomato salsa, tomatoes al a mode, tomato steaks, tomatoes and 
your favorite meat, tomatoes to throw at the preacher…I mean…we had a lot of tomatoes. I gave away so 
many tomatoes, it might as well been a community garden 

When Jesus spoke in parables he often used agrarian imagery as his audience could connect to 
everyday life. Though I am no green thumb, I am trying to connect (why couldn’t Jesus use baseball imagery?). 
In Mark 13, Jesus tells a parable and explains it (a rarity) about the seed sower.  And his conclusion that is 
above talks about the amazing yield when the soil is good and really, the generations that can be fed on a well-
cared field.  As we look at where we are in our faith and what role we want to play in God’s garden, I have no 
doubt that we all can find our place. 

A Planted Seed. Maybe the seed was just planted in your life. Maybe church is new to you, maybe 
faith is just something you are starting to look at.  Like the waters of baptism at the beginning of the journey, the 
seed of faith has been planted is ready to take hold.  Right here at Wesley United Methodist Church you will 
find that the soil and water are a refreshing respite for the wandering soul. Worship opens the door for a heart 
ready to grow.  If you haven’t been here for a while, come back.  You are accepted here for who you are and 
are encouraged to explore God’s love in your life at the pace that is comfortable and in the direction the sun 
shines for you. 

A Growing Plant. Perhaps you are in the season of life where you are hungry?  Like a growing child 
with a bottomless pit, maybe you keep looking for more opportunity to fill a growing soul.  Maybe you want to 
know more about the Bible or maybe you have some questions about how faith can make a difference every 
day of your life. Then just don’t keep attending worship, pick a bible study to attend, wander into Sunday 
School, or join in one of the social events (Family Ministry and Young At Heart) where the experience of study 
and community will no doubt be like the waters of a good rain on a thirsty soul. 

A Seed Planter. There is a line in the hymn, Pass It On, that says, “I wish for you my friend, this 
happiness that I’ve found...” Does your life in faith bring you joy?  Amazing, abundant, welling-up-from-inside-
of-you joy? Then share it.  Perhaps your place in God’s garden is to be planting seeds. How do you do that? 
You share your story of faith. You share with other’s about God’s goodness.  You just don’t live joy and 
kindness, but you spread it! And you just don’t invite people to church, you just be bold and bring them with 
you! And when you do, your church, this church…will not let you down because the Spirit of God is moving 
through Wesley UMC. 

A Plant Waterer. I really thought about calling this the fertilizer or the manure, but there is always 
plenty of that going around. But who else to teach Sunday School, usher in worship, sing or play an instrument 
during the service?  Who else to serve in Helping Hands, or lead through a committee, or wash dishes after a 
funeral dinner, or be a friendly face to those who walk into this building? Who else…but you?  Everything you 
do to share the love of Jesus with all God’s children is watering a plant that is growing to reach the kingdom of 
God.    

We want you to join us in this beautiful and lush garden. The summer is over, as is this time of 
transition, and we are ready to take off and strive for where God is leading us.  But it is going to take the whole 
village to make this garden a place of abundant harvest this fall.       
 May we know the soil is fertile here and God’s gonna grow life among us whether we are ready or not.  
May we find our place in the garden. 

Our Ongoing Dialogue 
By: Pastor Brad 

 
“But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 

bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” (Mark 13:23) 

 

 

 



 
 

  

Happy September Birthday to: 
Carol Adams        Paul Wieck 

Polly Claeys               Joan Gregg 

Delaney Goddard  Betty Young 

Cal Campbell   Charles Eberly 

Debbie Dunning  Evan Carr 

Ron Hutchins   Tory Wilson  

Ron Wohlstein   Joyce Bishop 

Connie Berry   Adam Flack 

Loretta Lahr   Kaitlin Jackson 

Clara Czarnecki   Lois Baker 

Jeff Laursen   Barbara Grant  

Michael Gandolfi  Rosalee Noble 

Carol Sue Hankins  Charles Titus 

Donna Wohlstein  Esther Lutz 

Margaret Hitchings  Dan Hudson 

Happy September Anniversary to: 
James & Terri Farley   

Gene & Joyce Prince 

Bruce & Rachel Gubbins 

Beginning in September, Pastor Brad is planning on leading 2 sessions of Disciple 1 Bible Study.  
Disciple 1 has been offered here at Wesley United Methodist Church before, but whether you have 

taken it before or not we welcome you to join the journey through the Bible with Pastor Brad.  
Using both material produced by Disciple as well as material from other sources, we will survey the 

Bible and grow in our Christian faith and life.  This will be a 24 week journey (September through 
April) with 90 minute sessions. 

We hope to offer two different classes this year.  One class will be held Wednesday Nights 5:30PM - 
7:00PM as a part of our Wednesday night ministry that begins with community dinner at 5PM. The 
other session will be offered on Thursday mornings 9:00AM -10:30AM. Childcare will be arranged if 
you need it.  If you have questions or would like to sign up for one of the classes, please contact 

Pastor Brad (bshumaker@charlestonwesley.org or 217-649-0339).  We really need a minimum of 10 
people in each class to make the class work!  Let’s journey together! 

 

mailto:bshumaker@charlestonwesley.org


 

  

We Need You! 
 

Are you interested in serving at Wesley? 
Sign-up to be a greeter, usher or liturgist 

for 8:30 or 11:00 Sunday services! For more 
information or to sign-up, Contact the 
church office to get on the contact list.  

Monday’s combined troop potluck was 
well attended, with Erin Fleming single-
handedly preparing pasta and garlic 

bread for over 100 hungry scouts and 
family members.  There followed a Court of 

Honor in the sanctuary to recognize 34 
boys and girls who among them had 
completed requirements for 136 merit 
badges since last March in subjects as 

varied as Nuclear Science, Cooking, Scuba 
Diving, Inventing, Plumbing, and 

Wilderness Survival.  Also recognized were 
scouts who had advanced in rank, 

including 9 to Scout, 3 to Tenderfoot, 1 to 
Second Class, 4 to First Class, 3 to Star, 3 

to Life, and 1 to Eagle. 
 

Scouts prepared and served supper last 
night at the Haven.  Radio, Auto 

Mechanics, Electricity, Woodworking, and 
Digital Technology are the merit badge 

subjects our scouts will learn about this 
weekend at the camp near Pana.   Troop 
141 will post flags on Lincoln Avenue for 

Labor Day.  The following week a campout 
at Lake Sara will include the challenge of 

freeing themselves from the Bent Key 
Escape Room in Effingham.  And on the 

last weekend of September our scouts will 
be at Beaumont Scout Reservation near 
St. Louis for camping and horse riding. 

 
Our Cub Scouts have been busy as 

well.  Some attended Adventure Camp, 
some Webelos Woods, and the oldest cubs 
spent four days at Swift High Adventure 

base in Missouri. At their July pack 
meeting, Cubs shot off rockets in the field 

behind the church. 
 

From now through October 9 a smiling boy 
or girl of the Cub Scout Pack or one of our 
Scouts BSA troops may call at your door 

in hope that will consider purchasing 
various varieties of popcorn.  Our Scouts 

BSA girls and boys will also take orders for 
arrival before Thanksgiving of the 

Christmas wreaths  that were so popular 
last year.  Your support of Wesley’s scout 

program is greatly appreciated. 
 



 

  

Join the Prayer Group! 

Our Monday afternoon Prayer Group will 
begin meeting again at 1:00PM on Monday, 

September 12th. The group meets for study, 
discussion, and to pray for any requests we 
receive on Sunday morning and throughout 
the week.  Please speak with Pastor Janice 

Kahl or call the church office if you are 
interested in participating! 

 

Family Fun at Fox Ridge! 

The Congregation is invited to join us for 
Family Fun at Fox Ridge, September 10th from 

1pm- 4 pm. We have rented the Ball Diamond 
Shelter at Fox Ridge State Park. We will have 

use of the playground, ball diamond, and 
pavilion!  Bring a lawn chair and a picnic Item 
to share. Gather together for some friendly 
competition in a game of softball or kickball. 

You can also grab a buddy and hike some of 
the great trails the State Park has to offer. Its 

sure to be a fun day, hope you can join us! 

YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING  

God’s people have been giving since 
before there were buildings or budgets. 

Generous and sacrificial giving is a 
hallmark of the church. The church’s 

mission to love and serve in the name of 
Jesus Christ continues through the 
ministry of Wesley United Methodist 

Church. Your offering can be mailed to the 
office – 2206 4th Street, Charleston – or 

you can give online through our website 
www.charlestonwesley.org  

Thank you! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/


 

  CONFIRMATION CLASS  
 

This year’s Confirmation Class will take place on 
Sundays from 4:45-5:45 p.m. beginning September 
25 and continuing through the spring. Parents are 

invited to an informational meeting on Sunday, 
September 18.  All youth seventh grade and older 

who have not been confirmed are welcome to 
participate.  Rev. Brad Shumaker and Brock 

Warren, Director of Youth Ministries, will lead the 
class. The objective of Confirmation Class is to 

provide students with a broad understanding of 
Christian faith and discipleship from a distinctly 

United Methodist perspective and to foster 
conversations that will help them make their own 
decisions about affirming their faith, committing 

themselves to being Christian disciples, and 
becoming professing members of Wesley United 

Methodist Church. Confirmation Class is an 
important journey in your youth’s spiritual 

development.  Should your youth participate, we 
will expect your strong commitment to seeing that 
s/he is present at all required classes and events 

or that the effort is made to make up essential 
material that is missed.  

 
Please contact either of us 

(bshumaker@charlestonwesley.org, 
bwarren@charlestonwesley.org, or call us at 217-

345-3719) to indicate your youth’s interest in 
participating or if you have any questions or 

concerns.  You also can sign up in the Information 
Center at church on Sunday or during the week. 

We Need You! 
 

Sarah Bergin is in need of 
Children's Sunday School volunteers. If 

you feel called to do so, please sign up in 
the Narthex, or email Sarah at 

Sbergin@charlestonwesley.org for more 
information. Thank you for serving in 

your Wesley Community!  



 

  

LIVING WORD CLASS TO BEGIN A NEW 
FALL STUDY SEPT. 11 

 
The Living Word Class, which meets in room 

113, 9:45-10:45, next to the kitchen, will begin a 
new 3-month study on September 11 of the UM 
Adult Bible Study called FREEDOM. As we try to 
find our way through this present age with so 
many hard issues, we often feel depression or 
despair or anger.  This was also true for God's 
people in Bible times.  The theme of "Freedom" 

is carried out through 3 United Methodist 
Bible-centered units on rescue, justice, and 
faithful conversations which can help us live 
with intentionality, awareness, and listening 

to others for peaceable and neighborly 
relationships in our diverse world that tries to 

pull us in different directions. There is an 8-
minute video introducing each week's lesson, 
an individual student paperback, and plenty 
of time for discussion with others who also 
want to feel the "freedom" to be our best in 

God's world of diversity and conflict. For 
questions, contact Pastor Janice.  Grab your 

hospitality goodies and come join us! 
 

Wesley One More 
 

We remember that Jesus said that what we do 
for others we do for him. For several years 
now Wesley Church has been supporting 

several social service agencies in Coles 
County. These agencies serve people who are 
suffering, are alone, have been victimized, lack 

adequate resources or are overwhelmed by 
life at this time. The Church and Society Work 
Area keeps in contact with these agencies to 
find out about their most urgent needs and 

provides an updated list several time a year of 
items you are invited to donate. 

 
You can find the list on the top of the 

bins/baskets located in the hallway by the 
fellowship hall. Donated items may be left in 

the bins at your convenience. 
 

Church Directory Picture Uploads 

Did you know that you can upload your 
picture into the church directory? By 

going to the church website, you can get 
access to the directory online. The website 

will walk you through steps on how to 
upload your own picture into your 

personal profile. This is a great way for 
new members and our new pastor to get 
to know you! We are hoping to create a 
hard copy of the directory during the 

wintertime, however, we are wanting to 
get as many members as we can to 

update / upload their profiles! 



 

  

Mission of the Month: 
UMCOR- Kentucky Flood 

Disaster 

The Wesley Missions Ministry Team has 
designated UMCOR- Kentucky Flood Disaster for 

the September project. Eastern Kentucky has 
experienced historic flooding that has claimed 
the lives of more than 37 individuals, with many 

people still unaccounted for. Hundreds of homes 
were destroyed and hundreds more severely 

damaged. UMCOR has awarded a solidarity grant 
to the Kentucky Annual Conference and 

delivered nearly 3000 kits during the first week of 
the disaster. The conference Disaster Response 

Coordinator with the UMCOR trained Early 
Response Teams(ERTs) are deploying to the 

affected areas. When disaster strikes in the U.S., 
it is local churches that provide the first 

response to their communities. UMCOR provides 
training, financial assistance, and community 

collaborations to churches and partner. The best 
way to assist in this time of need is to provide 

financial assistance. Please remember that any 
money sent to UMCOR and designated to a 

specific need is always given 100% to that need. 
In this way we can resupply materials already 

sent out and provide for other needs of this 
community. If you choose to assist with this 

mission project, you may place your offering the 
offering basket near the sanctuary doors using 

a blue mission offering envelope for cash, mail 
your check to the church office, or use the online 

giving option. Please mark on the envelope or 
your check, UMCOR- Kentucky Flood Disaster. 

Thank you for your generous and giving hearts 
that see the need of those around us. 

DO WE HAVE YOUR UPDATED INFORMATION? 

Please help us keep our records up-to-date by letting the church office know if you have gone 
to a cell phone only, if you have changed your email address, or if you have moved.  

THANKS SO MUCH! 

 

The Upper Room Devotional 
is Available  

 
The Upper Room Devotional is 

now available at Wesley! Pick up your 
copy in the church Narthex or by the 

West entrance of Wesley. If you are not 
able to come in person, contact the 

church office or contact Pastor Janice 
for a home delivery! 



 

The Prayer Wall  

Do you have a prayer or praise you would like 
to share with others and / or the staff at 

Wesley? If so, you can hang your request on 
the prayer wall! You can locate the wall 

outside of the sanctuary. As a church family, 
we love to pray for our congregation in any 

way we can! 





 


