
 

 

 

 

  

You shall love the Lord your God  
with all your heart  

and with all your soul  
and with all your might.  

 Deuteronomy 6:5 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/deuteronomy/6-5.html


  

My Mom 

Over three decades of pastoral ministry, I have 
used this space on a handful of occasions to 

give thanks for the life of a person, or persons, I 
have loved and recently lost.  For some reason, 

I never thought much about the day when it 
would be one of my parents.  But nothing 

seems more fitting to fill this space for August 
than words about my mom, who entered this 
world on August 22, 1928, and ended her 92-

year earthly journey on July 1. 
 

When I tell her age, I often am inclined to say 
that she gave birth to me when she was one 

hundred and seventeen years old, to quell any 
suspicions that I am older than I am.  Truth is, 

she was thirty-five when she gave birth to my 
sister and thirty-six when she gave birth to me, 
which in that day was not nearly as common as 

it is today. 
 

My mom spent countless hours reading to us, 
packed countless lunches, made a bed like a 
pro (hospital corners and all), hated cooking, 

cooked anyway, made a dollar go further than 
anyone I know, could pack an entire room into a 
shoebox, kept a spotless house, never knew a 
stranger (almost to a fault), was quick with a 

word of encouragement for someone who 
needed it, and was inclined to perform small, 
often unseen, tasks to help others.  She had 

the gift of gab and was quick to offer a cup of 
coffee, a pre-packaged treat (no cooking 

necessary!), and a listening ear. 

She once told someone, “Since I’m old now, I just 
say what I want to, and I don’t worry about 

what other people think.”  The rest of the family 
was quick to offer a correction: “That has 

nothing to do with her age.  She’s always been 
that way.”  For the record, she didn’t take or 

follow directions very well either. 

My mom was a room mother, a church 
newsletter folder, a carpool mom, an election 
judge, and I remember her once knocking on 

doors in support of bringing PBS to Peoria (so 
I guess I’m at least that old).  She ran a 

concession stand at junior high basketball 
games and was a volunteer financial 

secretary at our little United Methodist 
Church in Trivoli. 

 
Mom put others first and believed that 

everyone should be kind.  She especially loved 
children and over the years she cared for a 
handful of kids as if they were her own.  She 
enjoyed bowling, reading, putting together 

puzzles, and being with people.  I think out of 
everything, she enjoyed being a mom and 

grandmother most of all. 
 

One of the things I told her more than 
once over the last several weeks was, “You 

were the first person to love me.”  I also said, 
“Don’t ever forget how much I love you,” to 

which she shook her head clearly to assure 
me she wouldn’t. 

 
To use a prayer from The United Methodist 

Book of Worship, “Eternal God, you have 
shared with us the life of my precious mom.  

Before she was ours, she is yours.  For all that 
Mom has given us to make us what we are, for 

that of her which lives and grows in each of 
us, and for her life that in your love will never 

end, we give you thanks.  As…we offer her 
back into your arms, comfort us in our 

loneliness, strengthen us in our weakness, 
and give us courage to face the future 

unafraid.  Draw those of us who remain in this 
life closer to one another, make us faithful to 
serve one another, and give us to know that 

peace and joy which is eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Thank you all for your many expressions of 
kindness, caring, and love in this time of loss.  
It all has been a channel of God’s grace.  We 
are so grateful for you, our church family. 
Mom, I love you forever.  And I know you’ll 

never forget. 

Always with hope and faith, 

Rev. Tom Corum 

 



 

  

God was ever present during this summer's VBS! Children and volunteers alike were 
reminded that in all things God cares for us. We can trust God! No matter 

wildernesses we might walk through, God is with us just like God guided and provided 
for the Israelites! A special thank you to Juliane Sharp who gracious gave of her time 

and talents to design and build spaces for children to experience God's story in a 
wonder-filled way! Most sincerely, thank you to each person who faithfully offered 
themselves before, during, and after VBS so that children could experience God's 

presence and realize that they are called by name and fully loved by God. Thank you!! 
We do all of this because Christ changes lives, including our very own. Please pray for 
the Holy Spirit to continue watering the seeds we've planted. We trust these children 

to God's care. Thank you, Jesus, for another wonderful Vacation Bible School! 
- Mrs. Jessica  

 

Money Raised for Adler: $1,148.33 

 



  

Mark Your Calendars for 
Sunday, August 8! 

Sunday, August 8, will be an exciting day in the 
life of Wesley United Methodist Church! 

First, Bibles will be presented by the Parables 
Sunday School Class to all children entering 
third grade for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Second, all children and youth are encouraged 
to bring backpacks and electronic devices 

they will be using during the school year for a 
special blessing. 

Last, but certainly not least, we will share in a 
moment of recognition and celebration of the 

Friendship Sunday School Class, which 
recently concluded its decades-long run as a 
class. Plan to be here for worship on August 8 

as we celebrate learning in these special ways! 
See you there! 

 

Connecting@Wesley August 22 & 29 

Are you new to Wesley UMC?  Would you like to know more about our life and ministry?  Are you 
interested in learning more about Christian discipleship from a United Methodist perspective? 

 
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, Connecting@Wesley is for you!  

Connecting@Wesley will take place from 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. on Sundays August 22 and 29 in Room 106 
(across from the church office).  Participants will need to attend both sessions. 

We will spend time getting acquainted, talking about what you would like to know about Wesley 
Church, and discussing United Methodist history, what we believe, and how we are organized. 

For participants who wish to join Wesley United Methodist Church, a New Member Sunday will be 
scheduled on a Sunday soon afterwards. 

 
To reserve your place, sign up at the Information Center on Sunday morning, email Pastor Tom at 

tcorum@charlestonwesley.org, or call the church office at 345-3917.  We will need your reservation no 
later than Wednesday, August 18. 

 
There’s plenty of room for you at Connecting@Wesley! 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO A NEW 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

VIDEO/BOOK STUDY 
On Sunday, August 15 at 8:30 a.m. in Room 113, 

the Living Word Class will begin a 12 week study 
of "Creed" by Adam Hamilton.  For Christians 

and for others seeking faith, the Apostles' 
Creed is a historic statement of foundational 

Christian faith that many of us have grown up 
learning.  The video/book study will use that 

creed to discuss what we believe, why we 
believe it, and why it matters. It would be very 

helpful, but not necessary, to order Adam 
Hamilton's book Creed: What We Believe and 

Why from your favorite book vendor.  Anyone 
interested in learning more about basic 

Christian faith beliefs is welcome to join the 
class. 

  

mailto:tcorum@charlestonwesley.org


  

"The Rewritten Life"  

On Sunday, August 8, 8:30 a.m., the 
Living Word Class invites anyone 

interested to join them in watching a 
video review of "The Rewritten Life" by 

Rev. Jessica LaGrone.  It tells the 
stories of 6 biblical individuals whose 
lives were changed when God/Jesus 

renamed them. 

Gifts were given to the 
Memorial Fund 
in memory of: 

 
 Emaline Cougill 

 
 Mary Scrivner 

 
 Shirley Enslen 

 
 Shirley Corum 

 

Hi Great Wesley Gardeners! 
 

Thank you for tending your raised beds so well. 
Everything looks pretty good--and the recent rain was 

just wonderful! We are blessed. If you have extra 
veggies to share, both Standing Stone and the 

Charleston Food Pantry will be glad to take your 
donations. 

The Charleston Food Pantry is open for donations from 
1:30 to 4:30 Monday, Wednesday, Friday (and Thursday 

evening). They are located at 990 W. State Street--up 
near the post office. Thanks. to Carolyn Adkins for this 

information. 
 

Standing Stone is located at 375 14th Street and is open 
for donations from 9-4 on WRF, and from 9-3 on 

Saturdays. Thank you for all you do! 
 

 

WE”RE HIRING! 
Wesley United Methodist Church is 

seeking a Nursery Coordinator. The 
Nursery Coordinator will provide an 
innovative and enriching child care 

program encompassing activities for 
infants through 5-year-old on 
Sunday mornings and infants 

through elementary aged children at 
other times. Pay is $11.00 per hour. 

Please send a resume 
to charlestonwesleyspc@gmail.com. 

mailto:charlestonwesleyspc@gmail.com


  

Pastor Janice at Holly Brook leading worship on Thursday 
 

Did you know… that Wesley Church provides monthly worship services at two different care 
facilities? We provide worship with communion on the first Thursday of every month at 11 a.m. at 

Arbor Rose and the second Thursday of each month at 10:30 a.m. at The Villas of Holly Brook. 
Pastor Janice presides over each service, and she is being helped by Kathy Hampton and Cherie 

Sutliff. Anyone wishing to help with these services or to provide special music should contact 
Pastor Janice at jkahl@charlestonwesley.org (915) 540-2362. 

 
 

Due to the increasing spread of the Delta variant of COVID-19, both the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and the Illinois Department of Public Health have recommended that in areas of high or 
substantial risk all persons wear face masks while indoors regardless of their vaccination status.   
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The United Methodist Church urges adherence to CDC and 

IDPH guidelines.  Therefore, face masks will be required of everyone while in the Wesley UMC 
building for any reason as long as Coles County is considered a high or substantial risk area as it 

is now.   
The Delta variant is proving to be much more easily transmitted and is an especially dangerous 
threat to unvaccinated people, including those with reduced immunity, medical conditions that 

make vaccination impossible, and children under the age of 12 who are not yet eligible for 
vaccination.  While this feels like a step backwards, and many of us who are vaccinated feel safe 

without masks, we want to do everything we can to slow the spread of the virus and keep 
everyone safe.   

So far, our efforts at Wesley have been 100% successful, and we want to keep it that way.  We will 
continue to issue updates as necessary via Wesley communications.  Meanwhile, let's continue to 
care and pray for our neighbors, especially those who are most vulnerable, and for an end to the 

COVID-19 virus. 
 

 

mailto:jkahl@charlestonwesley.org


  

CASA of East Central Illinois 

The Church & Society work area’s annual budget 
includes a variety of important local 

organizations, reflective of the value our 
congregation places on making a difference in the 

community. One of the longstanding lines in the 
Wesley UMC budget is support for CASA of East 

Central Illinois. The acronym CASA stands for 
Court Appointed Special Advocates. The Special 

Advocates are volunteers who are trained to look 
out for the best interests of abused and 

neglected children as they interact with the Coles 
and Cumberland County Juvenile court systems. 

CASA of East Central Illinois is a nonprofit agency 
associated with a network of 951 community-

based programs, and since 1994 it has helped 1366 
children. In 2020 a total of 225 children were 

served, with 64 new children added, many of 
whom were in the age group of newborns to 5 
years old. Currently CASA’s 33 volunteers are 

involved in serving 200 children across over 90 
cases. Donations to CASA are critical to their 

efforts toward recruiting and training dedicated 
volunteer advocates to look out for the interests 

of vulnerable children, to ensure that children 
have an unbiased voice speaking for them in the 
courtroom. This is a great example of our church 

dollars being put to good use. 

c

 

Harvest of Hope Family Concert 
WBGL and Rural King present the first annual 
Harvest of Hope family concert. Come join us 

at Peterson Park in Mattoon on Sunday, 
August 22nd at 5pm for an evening full of 

music with artists Zach Williams, Josh 
Wilson, Andrew Ripp, and Anne Wilson. Kids 

ages 4 and below are free, and tickets are $20 
a piece! 

 

The Produce Exchange is 
Back! 

Do you have an abundance of produce 
you’re looking to give away? Wesley is 
bringing back the produce exchange! 
Feel free to leave your produce in the 

hallway by the fellowship hall. There will 
be a basket provided for donations that 

will be gifted to the Charleston Food 
Pantry. Happy Harvesting! 

 

Wesley Volunteers for the 
Haven Update 

The Wesley Volunteers for the Haven is up and 
running, with thirteen congregation members 
who have stepped forward in response to the 

earlier call for volunteers. Our group has 
responsibility for preparing and serving dinner 
for Haven residents on the first Sunday of each 

month, starting with August 1st. Be on the 
lookout for news from our team, and thank you 
to the congregation for support of the Haven’s 

mission of serving our area’s homeless individuals 
and families. 

 

https://www.zachwilliamsmusic.com/
https://www.joshwilsonmusic.com/
https://www.joshwilsonmusic.com/
https://andrewripp.bigcartel.com/
http://www.annewilsonofficial.com/#/


  

AUGUST MISSIONS PROJECT: 
WESLEY FOUNDATION 

 
The Missions Ministry Team has designated EIU Wesley Foundation as our August Missions Project. 

 
EIU Wesley Foundation’s vision states, “We believe that God’s grace and love are for all people and that 

God calls us to be faithful.” During these ever-changing times, the Wesley Foundation has continued to be 
in ministry with and for students. We hold weekly programming throughout the school year, with free 

supper and events on Sunday evenings and worship and conversation on Wednesday nights, in addition 
to other outings, fun gatherings, and service activities. 

 
EIU Wesley Foundation is a campus ministry of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, and Wesley Church 
has a long history of supporting this important ministry. Your donations help support programs for 

students and ongoing operating expenses. Your support in the past has helped enable care packages 
and gift cards for students, as well as a Zoom videoconferencing membership, when meeting in person 
was not possible. You’ve helped fund small group studies that promote spiritual growth and well-being, 

trips to the Great Pumpkin Patch, student retreats, and student participants in the Midwest Student 
Movement Student Gathering, a two-day online gathering of students from across the North Central 

Jurisdiction. The Wesley Foundation’s ministry to EIU and Lake Land College students continues because 
you value the spiritual growth of and care for these students. 

 
If you would like to help support the work Wesley Foundation does, please make your check out to 

Wesley UMC with Wesley Foundation on the memo line and mail it, use the blue mission envelope in the pew 
rack, bring it to the church, or visit our website at charlestonwesley.org and click on the $ button at the 

bottom of the page. Thank you very much for your support. 
The Missions Ministry Team 

 

 

Tina Held 
Sue Harvey 

Heather Lair Socarras 
Jolene Whitley 

Bryanna Bensley 
Macy Coffey 

Sue Leathers 
Leon Inman 

Lori Bonnstetter 
Reva Cougill 

Elizabeth Quivey 
Terri Farley 

Bill Lair 
Deanna Smith 

 
 
 

Tom & Ruth Ann Finley 

Max & Joy Winkler 

Trevor & Lisa Doughty 

Stan & Janice McMorris 

Scott & Tory Wilson 

Don & Jean Mapes 

Jack & Donna Helton 

Rick & Rosalie Addison 

Don & Jayne Bardsley 

Chad & Lisa Braden 
 

Brando Socarras 
Lauren Wahls 

Shayna Williams 
Alexander Carr 

Jeff Schuette 
Courtney Esker 

Sylvia Barry 
Lauren Mellott 
Betty Durham 

Lucy Stark 
Trent Esker 
Jason Grant 

Jeffery Baker 
Nancy Swinford 

 



 

  

 
 Are you feeling exhausted from all the 

disruptions to life brought on by the 
pandemic? Are you or someone you know 
struggling with challenges? Our Stephen 

Ministers are ready to listen, care, 
encourage and provide emotional and 

spiritual support. A Stephen minister will 
meet with you privately- by phone or in 

person- to offer care and support. It is free 
and completely confidential. 

For more information, call Stephen leader, 
Ruth Ann Craig at 217-276-7273 

 

Wesley’s three adult Sunday classes have resumed and invite 
you to participate! 

 

1. PARABLES is beginning a summer study using a popular Cokesbury program centered on the Old 
Testament story of Joseph.  We meet in the parlor at 10:45. Bring your Bible and join us! 

2. LIVING WORD is beginning a six-week study of The Rewritten Life, based on author Jessica LaGrone’s 
popular study Namesake, about people in the Bible whose lives–and names–were changed forever 

by God, giving them new identities and new storylines in line with God’s purposes.  Discussion will 
follow short videos.  Whether you bring a copy of The Rewritten Life, or come without, please join 

us!  We meet in Room 113 at 8:30. 

3. VOICES is an informal, multi-generational, open-minded and inclusive gathering to develop and 
grow in our Christian walks by exploring what it means to live a Christian life in today’s world, with 

discussions on thought-provoking issues and topics.  Our orientation tends to be non-
traditional.  The fundamental question is “how do we live God and our neighbors through our 

beliefs, words, and actions?”  In July we will begin a study based on the book A House Divided, by 
Mark Feldmeier.  We would love to have you join us!  We meet in Room 113 at 10:45. 

 

Standing Stone Shoe 
Voucher Distribution 

Tennis Shoe voucher distribution for 
Charleston School District will be Monday, 
Aug 2nd from 6-7:30PM or Tuesday, Aug 3rd 

from 9AM-Noon at Standing Stone 
Community Center. The child must be 

present, and parents need ID for proof of 
residency. Vouchers will be redeemed at 

Charleston Walmart. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Wesley UMC 

How to Get Connected 

Sign up for Weekly & Monthly Newsletter 

Stay up to date with the latest Wesley news! Email 

bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org to sign up for the 

weekly and monthly newsletter or mark that you are 

interested in the Sunday connect cards 

 

Interested in a Daily Devotional? 

Daily Devotionals are a great encouragement in your walk 

with Christ. Email bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org to 

sign up for a daily devotional or mark that you are 

interested in the Sunday connect cards. 

 

Call or Email our Main Office: 

MAIN OFFICE: (217) 345-3917 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com 

   

Service Times: 

In person Worship Service: 9:30AM 

Social Media: 

  

https://www.facebook.com

/charlestonwesley/ 

  

   

 

   

https://www.youtube.com/

user/CharlestonWesley 

  

     

                          Wesley UMC | 2206 4th St | Charleston | IL | 61920  

 

mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com


 

 

  



 

Your Financial Giving 
 

The giving of your treasure is an expression of your faith, 
as well as a path to growing in your faith.  Thank you for 

sharing your financial gifts so that together we can be the 
body of Christ in an ever-changing world.  Your giving 

makes a difference! 
 

Gifts can be placed in the offering plate on Sundays, 
mailed to the church office (2206 Fourth St., Charleston, IL 
61920), or given online (www.charlestonwesley.org).  May 
we bless others, and be blessed, through our generous 

giving! 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/

