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" For by grace you have been saved 
through faith.'" 

Ephesians 2:8-10 
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After finishing seminary and before my 
ordination as an elder in the United Methodist 
Church, I had to complete a unit of Clinical 
Pastoral Education (CPE). It is a program for 
religious-oriented career people to gain 
experience in counseling skills. While CPE can be 
completed in a variety of settings, hospitals, 
hospice-settings, and retirement homes are often 
chosen to offer an alternative context to the local 
church. Being young and idealistic, and believing I 
knew everything there was to know about ministry 
having spent the three previous three years in 
seminary while also serving as a local church pastor, I approached CPE as just another hoop to jump 
through to get where I wanted to be in ministry.  

Having been appointed to Champaign, I was able to enroll in the CPE program that fall at Carle 
Hospital. Man alive, was I confronted quickly with situations I had yet to experience. On my first night on 
call, I was paged as soon as my shift began. While I was called to comfort a family after a parachuting 
accident, a heated argument of blame-casting in the waiting room led to all out brawl. Sure I had been in 
tense moments in church meetings, but never with violence. A few hours later, I was paged to comfort a 
family of a man after a gunshot wound from a domestic dispute would leave a once hopeful mother to 
now raise the child in her womb without the support of her fiancé. After midnight, I was called back to the 
Emergency Department to sit with a family who just lost a three month old to a drowning in the bathtub.  

Every incident was tragic. This last of the night hit too close to home as I, too, had a three month 
old.  The grief-stricken mother asked me if I would baptize her little boy. I had to call my CPE advisor 
because I had this theological dilemma going on in my head about baptism. My sacramental education 
was dissuading me from that rite, and yet my pastoral heart put me at a crossroads. I called my CPE 
advisor, waking her from her sleep to share my dilemma. She was a hardened soul to begin with, but her 
response was what I needed to hear and has shaped my tenure since: “Bradley, you job is to bring 
people hope.” And she hung up the phone and left me to my own discernment.      

Your job, OUR job, is to bring people hope. 
In our first week of Disciple Bible Study, we shared around the table our own religious 

backgrounds and faith journeys in the light of the Bible. Though we have all taken different paths to be 
here at Wesley, many of us still have theological questions that linger from our backgrounds. Perhaps 
scripture was used to judge us, or a church experience left us deeply wounded. Perhaps a grief in our life 
was left unheard or something in our faith led to more doubt than peace. As one person noted in our 
class, “Everyone has either been through a hurt, is currently going through a hurt, or is getting ready to be 
hurt.” Not that we should be sitting around waiting for the next shoe to drop, that is not living life. Yet, it is 
inevitable that we will walk through difficult times…and it is a reality that someone in your life is probably 
struggling right now.  

Perhaps that is what we can draw from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians.  He doesn’t draw 
upon a narrow and sectarian focus on heaven or eternal damnation, but concludes that sharing the life of 
God, made known in Christ, is living a faith like Jesus that embodies love, and so gives people hope, 
which defines our existence. We as a church can completely crush someone’s hope, or reignite the fire to 
move forward in life. Shouting theological treatises, making bold biblical interpretations, or digging in our 
heals are all a far cry from the encouragement and companionship of a love embodied discipleship.  

 But to walk out of your house like a shepherd everyday…offering a light in someone’s dark 
world…rowing that lifeboat towards someone overwhelmed…reaching down like a ladder to pull someone 
out of a moment of despair…ah yes…now we are talking about hope.   

May we come to discover our discipleship again. May we embrace the opportunities before us to 
live out loud a hope that leads one another through this life.   
 May we know the soil is fertile here and God’s gonna grow life among us whether we are ready or 
not.  May we find our place in the garden. 

Our Ongoing Dialogue 
By: Pastor Brad 

 
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:11) 
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Happy October Birthday To: 
Jordyn Gandolfi  Mike Zuber 
Shirley Nees                Lonnie Lutz 
Lisa Crawford  Kim Coffey 
Kay Young               Mark Hudson 
Donna Hudson              Eric Wahls 
Laura Reinert              Jone Zieran 
Michele Van Hise  Leo Boonstra 
Stan McMorris  Evan Stoltz  
Mary Lou Replogle  Nick Braden 
Blake Bonnstetter  Kathy Harvey 
James Louthan  Marjorie Ramsey 
Edith Terwilliger  John Terwilliger 
Mitch Starwalt  Joanne Roach 
Sharon Lauer  Barbra Perkins 
Julie Krietemeier  Benjamin Warren 

Happy October Anniversary To: 
Chris & Kathy Matheny 
Frank & Janet Fraembs 
David & Karen Clausing 

Hard Copy Church Directory 

 
Wesley will be pre-ordering hard copies of the 
church directory for our congregation for $5. 

If you would like a hard copy, there will be a 
signup sheet in the Narthex starting this 

Sunday.  
 

IMPORTANT: Please contact the church office 
if you would like your information left off of 

the hard copy directory. Also, because we will 
be printing in November, we encourage our 
members to update their information and 
upload current pictures onto their online 
Instant Church Directory profile. Please 

contact the church office if you have any 
questions or need assistance.  
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YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING  

God’s people have been giving since before 
there were buildings or budgets. Generous 

and sacrificial giving is a hallmark of the 
church. The church’s mission to love and 

serve in the name of Jesus Christ continues 
through the ministry of Wesley United 

Methodist Church. Your offering can be 
mailed to the office – 2206 4th Street, 

Charleston – or you can give online through 
our website www.charlestonwesley.org  

Thank you! 

Mission of the Month: Grace Children’s Hospital Haiti 

The Wesley Missions Ministry Team has designated Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti for the October 
project. Haiti has been a place of need for a number of years given they sit in the path of 

hurricanes, have experienced the destruction of earthquakes, and suffer from lack of 
infrastructure when these natural disasters strike. A place of refuge and strength in Haiti is the 

Grace Children’s Hospital. Founded in 1967, Grace Children’s Hospital is recognized as Haiti’s leading 
medical facility dedicated to the treatment of children with tuberculosis while also providing care 

and treatment for thousands of children who are suffering from HIV and other diseases. In 
addition to inclusive in-patient care, Grace Children’s Hospital also has an Urban Community Health 

outreach program that provides primary health care and education to distant neighborhoods 
and for those families without adequate transportation. 

As a preferred ministry of the Global Ministries Division of the United Methodist Church, 100% of 
your gift will enable the hospital to expand care to the furthest communities, enhance technology 
and availability, and give hope to under resourced families for children’s healthcare and nutrition. 
If you would like to give to this initiative and further Wesley UMC’s impact for children and youth in 

our world, please bring your offering to worship, using a blue mission offering envelope for cash or 
mail your check to the church office. Online giving option is also an option for our monthly mission. 

Please mark on the envelope or your check: Grace Children’s Hospital. Thank you for your 
generous and giving hearts! 

 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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We would like to share an update of the progress of the youth ministry cohort that we 
started last year. As a reminder, a group of adults and youth have been discussing the 
youth ministry here at Wesley UMC and identifying our strengths and our weaknesses. 
After many discussions on the current state of our youth ministry and with the help of the 
survey that all members of the church had the opportunity to fill out, we would like to pass 
along the ways we are adapting the youth ministry and improving the ways we connect 
with the youth, the church, and the community. 
We are focusing ways to connect the youth, especially 7th and 8th graders, to the church 
through music. This congregation has traditionally had strong music, but we identified a 
small gap where 7th and 8th grade students did not have a clear way to be involved 
musically. In order to facilitate this connection, there are a few things we are working on. 
First, Michael Mellott formed a teen ensemble, and they helped lead us in worship at the 
end of August. We are looking forward to this ensemble performing for the congregation in 
the future. Second, we are introducing the youth to bell choir. Ruth Ann Craig has 
volunteered to help start this group, and the youth enjoyed the introductory session of 
bells. We are striving to recruit more youth to this group and share their talents in worship 
when appropriate. 
The youth are also exploring a new calendar this year. On the first Sunday of the month, 
we are getting together to eat and fellowship with one another. This will allow the youth to 
build community with one another and the church to build community with them, as well. If 
you are interested in helping prepare a meal with the youth and join us for our meal, 
please speak with Brock Warren about when would work best for you to volunteer. 
In order to connect to the community, the youth will be performing a service project once a 
month, typically on the second Sunday of each month. These projects will allow the youth 
to serve the church and the community and connect in new ways. Please watch the 
announcements from the church, as there will be volunteer opportunities to help with the 
youth service projects as they are planned. 
We appreciate your continued support of the youth here at Wesley United Methodist 
Church. We invite you to contact Brock if you would like to volunteer on a Sunday with food 
or with our service projects. We would also like to thank those that are unable to volunteer 
but support the youth through giving and prayers. This congregation supports youth 
and helps show them the love of God each and every day. Thank you, again. 

 

We Need You! 
 

Are you interested in serving at Wesley? 
Sign-up to be a greeter, usher or liturgist 

for 8:30 or 11:00 Sunday services! For more 
information or to sign-up, Contact the 
church office to get on the contact list.  
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Are you looking for a way to serve in 
children’s ministry? We would love to 

have helpers on Sundays! Sarah 
Bergin is in need of 

Children's Sunday School volunteers. If 
you feel called to do so, please sign up 

in the Narthex, or email Sarah at 
Sbergin@charlestonwesley.org for 

more information. Thank you for 
serving in your Wesley Community!  

Calling All Acolytes! 
  

Are you interested in playing an 
important role during Sunday 

Service? To sign up to be an 
acolyte, contact Sarah Bergin at 

Sbergin@charlestonwesley.org or 
call the church office! 

 

We Appreciate You! 
A HUGE thank you to everyone who 

has volunteered their time and 
energy into the Wesley Children’s 

Ministry! We appreciate all of the love 
and support that has been poured 

over our kids in our church 
community.  

mailto:Sbergin@charlestonwesley.org


7 
 

 

  

DO WE HAVE YOUR UPDATED INFORMATION? 

Please help us keep our records up to date by letting the church office know if you have gone to 
a cell phone only, if you have changed your email address, or if you have moved.  

THANKS SO MUCH! 

 

A week ago Scouts from Wesley and First UMC in Paris combined to kayak the Embarrass from the Harrison 
Street Bridge to the dam, an hour-and-a-half trip which, because of headwinds, required two-and-a-half 

hours of muscular paddling. 
This past Saturday several scouts provided a water station for the Tour d’ Charleston bike race, several 

others cooked and gave out prodigious amounts of popcorn at Grand Prairie Friend’s Warbler Ridge Fall Fest, 
while yet another group of our scouts travelled to Indiana for horse riding at Turkey Run and camping and 

hiking at Shades State Park.   
Wesley congregation members are invited to have access to the Troop 141’s restricted Facebook page where 

we post photos of many of our adventures.  Just send an email to troop141@charlestonwesley.org Youth 
members in positions of responsibility held a leadership training day at Lincoln Log Cabin.  

This coming Saturday we plan to complete several projects at the church, including setting up and spraying 
our tents with waterproofing, re-staining the cardboard recycling bin and the fences by the dumpster, 

painting the floor of the recycling trailer, and doing an annual resealing of the concrete at the fire pit. 
Troop 141 Scouts will be selling popcorn and live Christmas wreaths for several more weeks, and Cup Pack 41 

members popcorn and coffee.  If you would like an eager scout to call on you and one hasn’t, send an email to 
the troop or stop in at the Scout Room on Sunday.  The church’s budget for our three scout units is $400; for 
most of our expenses we are entirely self-supporting.   And we continue to grow!  Pack 41 held a join-us night 

and recruited another dozen youth. 

 

mailto:troop141@charlestonwesley.org
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Join Young @ Heart in October!  
 

Young @ Heart will meet on Oct. 3 at 10AM for a trip to Moonshine and Oct. 16 at 3:00 for a 
game day.  We will take our vans to  Moonshine in Casey,  so we will want a response from 

any who want to go. PLEASE NOTE: Moonshine only takes cash! 

Wednesday Women’s Study 

The Wednesday Women’s Study will begin a 
new book on October 12, 2022.  The title is 7 

Women and the Secret of Their 
Greatness.  The women include Joan of Arc, 

Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Saint Maria of 
Paris, Corrie ten Boom, Rosa Parks, and 

Mother Teresa.  Come join us as we explore 
how these women changed the course of 

history.  We meet on Wednesday mornings in 
the Parlor at 8:00 a.m.  Please let Irene Strole 

know by September 26, 2022 if you plan to 
attend.  Cell Phone (405) 620-4839.  E-mail is 

ladyeirene@gmail.com. 
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Sign-Up for Special Music! 

Do you have a special talent you would 
like to share with the congregation 
during worship? If so, sign-up for 
special music! We are looking for 

creative individuals who would like to 
praise God through their talents and 
passions. Call the church office if you 

are interested in signing up for a 
Sunday service! 

Women's Bible Study 
 

All wumc women are invited to participate in a 
bible study of Galatians. The study, “now that 
faith has come,” is written by Beth and Melissa 

Moore. This 7-week study will meet Tuesday 
mornings from 9:30 until 10:45, beginning 

October 4 in the church parlor. The workbook is 
available on amazon (best price), lifeway 
publications, and living proof ministries. 

 
To join this study or for more information, 

please contact Nancy Marlow at 217-232-7746 
or nancymarlow64@gmail.com. 

 

Daily E-votion Emails 

Each Monday through Friday morning, 
Wesley Church emails a Daily Devotion to over 

200 people – are you one of them? To be 
added to our list, please email Bailey Cole at 
bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org.  You 
can also check them out on our Facebook 

page: facebook.com/charlestonwesley. 

 

mailto:nancymarlow64@gmail.com
mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
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Gifts were given to the  
Memorial Fund in memory of: 

Ron Wohlstein 

Eliza Arbuckle 
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