
1 
 

 

 

 

 

  

I command you: be strong and steadfast! 
Do not fear nor be dismayed,  

for the Lord, your God, is with you 
wherever you go. 

Joshua 1:9 
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The Church is Made Up of… 

On my very first day of seminary, in the very 
first session of the very first class, the 
professor informed us that “the church is 
made up of volunteers.” To which I thought to 
myself, “Well, duh! Is this what we learn in 
graduate school? I’ve come all the way from the 
central Illinois prairie to the shores of Lake 
Michigan to earn a master’s degree, only to be 
taught the obvious? What kind of institution is 
this, anyway? What have I gotten myself into? 
Three years of Remedial Church 101?” 

Brpldy-blig years later, I can tell you there was 
far more wisdom in that one statement, 
uttered in the very first session of the very 
first class on my very first day of seminary, 
than I ever could have dreamed. Aside from a 
very small minority of us who are paid, the 
ministry of the church is carried out by people 
who don’t have to do it. The good news is they 
choose to do it. The bad news is they can quit 
any time. 

On the one side of this coin is the call for those 
few of us who are paid to appreciate and 
support the vast majority who are not. That’s 
where my mind goes almost exclusively when I 
recall that message which seemed so obvious 
in the very first session of the very first class 
on my very first day. 

On the other side of this coin, you will find a 
message to/for those of you who far 
outnumber the likes of me. And the message is, 
the church will thrive in great measure to the 
extent that its people choose to volunteer their 
time, energy, gifts, and skills. Conversely, the 
church will struggle in great measure to the 
extent that its people approach it primarily as 
consumers or consider themselves entitled to 
what the church has to offer. 

 

That said, the time of year is upon us when the 
Nominating Committee prayerfully considers who God 
is calling to serve through our formalized structure of 
ministry teams. I often say that the desired result of 
this process is that the right people will be doing the 
right things at the right time for the right reasons. The 
process typically works very well, and I assure you 
our Nominating Committee seeks more than simply to 
“fill in blanks” on a sheet of paper. 

It’s easy to feel “I’ve done my time and they can do it 
without me.” Especially now, we are stressed out and 
tired from the many ways that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has weighed on us. While we are seeing a steady 
stream of newcomers, COVID-19 has shrunk the 
volunteer pool in churches of every size, at least for 
the time being. 

If you are contacted by a member of the Nominating 
Committee about serving in a particular way, it is 
because that team of people believes you would serve 
well, based on our prayer and conversation together. 
Please prayerfully consider the invitation. If your 
answer is yes, we will be delighted. If it is no, we will 
trust that you have come to your decision prayerfully 
and with some thought. 

Additionally, I want to share that we need children’s 
Sunday School teachers, Children’s Church leaders, 
and nursery assistants right now. You do not need to 
volunteer every Sunday to make a difference. Even 
once a month will help. In the nursery you will be 
under the guidance of Rachel Mellott, our Nursery 
Coordinator. For Children’s Church or Sunday School, 
Sarah Bergin, our Interim Director of Children’s 
Ministries, will provide curriculum and support. 

Let’s let these folks know we are aware that the 
church is made up of volunteers. Sign up for these 
ministries in the narthex on Sundays, or indicate your 
interest by contacting Bailey Sharpmack, our 
Coordinator of Communications, at 
bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org. 

Who knew something so simple, something that 
seemed obvious in the very first session of the very 
first class on my very first day of seminary would turn 
out to be so profound today? Thank you for being the 
church. 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum 
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Wesley COVID-19 Updates 

 
Sunday Schedule Beginning October 10 

Beginning Sunday, October 10, the Sunday morning schedule will be as follows:   

• Worship 8:30 a.m. 

• Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 

• Worship 11:00 a.m. 

• The 8:30 a.m. service will be livestreamed on YouTube and available thereafter for on-

demand viewing. 

This schedule has been developed to enhance safety, bring in-person worship to more people, and 

provide a later worship time for college students.  This schedule will please some and displease 

others.  Please be patient and understanding as variables change and we do our best to make the best 

decisions we can, knowing that the schedule may change again.   

 

Safety and Wellness Procedures  

Please observe the following safety practices: 

• Do not come to church if you are ill or experiencing any symptoms of COVID-10, such as: 

o Fever over 100 degrees Fahrenheit  

o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

o Cough 

o Chills 

o Fatigue 

o Muscle or body pain 

o Headache 

o New loss of taste or smell 

o Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea 

o Sore throat 

o Congestion or runny nose 

• Wash your hands frequently, especially after coughing, sneezing, touching your face, or adjusting 

your facemask. 

• Maintain 3-6 feet of physical distance between yourself and non-household members.   

• Wear a well-fitting facemask covering your mouth and nose at all times while in the building, 

regardless of your vaccination status. 

• Limit in-person contact when appropriate, including conducting meetings online or outside. 

 

Protocol for Responding to a Confirmed COVID-19 Case in the Building  

• We will continue to have sign-in sheets for worship and all meetings in the building.  Please sign 

in, even on Sundays when Making Connections cards also are used. 

• If you or someone in your family tests positive for COVID-19 and have been in the Wesley 

facility in the five days prior, please contact the church office as soon as possible.  The name of 

the individual who has tested positive will be kept confidential. 

• If a positive case of COVID-19 is known, we will contact those who were less than 6 feet in 

distance from the individual for more than 15 minutes in the five days prior to their positive test 

results. 

• We will maintain the privacy of the individual who tested positive by not sharing their name or 

identifying characteristics.   
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Decorate your door with a fresh evergreen wreath from Minnesota!  Troop 141 is taking orders 
until November 1 for delivery the week of the 24th.  Descriptions and prices of the four available 

are posted by the scout display case, or we’ll send it to you.  Your purchase of a wreath or 
popcorn helps pay expenses for our scouts.  Order one from Mikey Fleming, Daniel Fagaly, 
Andrew Pearson, Jack Sharp, Danner Van Hise, Luca Carcasi or any other Troop 141 scout. 

 
Last weekend scouts spent two nights on board a training ship homeported in Chicago, 

including Saturday underway on Lake Michigan.  They returned on Sunday via Cantigny Park 
in Wheaton, where they visited the Museum of the First Army Division. 

 
A Troop 141 color guard will lead the CHS Homecoming Parade on Thursday, and our scouts will 

spend this coming weekend camping, canoeing and hiking at Camp Kickapoo on Lake Sara. 
 

Now’s a good time for girls and boys, K-5, to join Cub Scout Pack 41, and for boys (Grade 6+) to 
join 141. (The troop will remain all male, but girls (Grade 6+) interested in joining a linked Scouts 

BSA troop are invited to contact us.) 
 

"HELPING HANDS DAY" HAS NOW BEEN 
SET--SAVE THE DATE 

 
The Fall Helping Hands Day is now planned 

for November 6. This volunteer group spends a 
Saturday morning doing help with small projects 

around homes of our senior citizens or others 
who have no family to help them.  Volunteers 

generally do projects such as changing filters, 
smoke detectors, washing outside windows, 

cleaning gutters, or trimming hedges, bushes, or 
small trees and doing some winterizing.  (Some 

projects need to be done professionally.)  Family 
groups are welcome to come and volunteer. 

Watch for more news about either signing up to 
volunteer to work or to request something done 

at your home. 
 

Women’s Creation Care Retreat 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rejoice! 

Because of the recent spike in covid in our 
area, the Women’s Retreat of “Recycle, 

Renew, Reuse,” scheduled originally for this 
fall, has been moved to Earth Day weekend, 

Sat, April 23.  Featured Speaker and 
breakout groups have all agreed that it is a 
good choice.  Please mark your calendars 

with the new date and plan to attend. 
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The Church and Society work area is pleased to announce its inaugural Second Sunday 
Chat, to take place on Sunday, October 10th at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The purpose is 

to bring congregation members together in an informal setting to discuss issues and 
questions facing Christians in modern society. The first Second Sunday Chat will host 

representatives from the Coles County Faith-based Coalition for Racial Justice. We’ll have 
the opportunity not only to learn about the group’s mission, projects and activities but 

also to discuss ways we can stand against racism and injustice. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

 
 Are you feeling exhausted from all the 

disruptions to life brought on by the 
pandemic? Are you or someone you 

know struggling with challenges? Our 
Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, 

care, encourage and provide emotional 
and spiritual support. A Stephen 

minister will meet with you privately- by 
phone or in person- to offer care and 

support. It is free and completely 
confidential. 

For more information, call Stephen 
leader, Ruth Ann Craig at 217-276-7273 

 

Gifts were given to  
The Memorial Fund 

in memory of: 
 

 Myrna Shriver 
 

 Randy Jackson 
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This month’s local organization profiled by Church and Society is the Haven of Mattoon. The Haven was 
created in 2001 as PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter). Its founders recognized the importance of 

responding to a growing need in our society, housing for people experiencing homelessness. 
Homelessness knows no geographic boundaries; it exists not only in our largest cities but also in small 

towns and rural America. 

Over the years, the Haven has seen significant changes in its capacity to carry out its mission, which is 
“To provide shelter, food and services to those in need and to educate and advocate for the homeless”. 
It opened in 2003 in a small corner building which previously housed a donut shop. Then in 2018, after a 
major fund development campaign, it moved to its new building at 1812 Western Avenue. Coinciding with 

the new building, PADS became known as the Haven. From its inception, Wesley Church and our 
congregation’s members have been very supportive of the Haven, whether financially or through 

volunteer service; this support includes the annual line in the Church & Society budget. 

Along with shelter, the Haven provides a variety of services to its residents, including meals at lunch and 
dinner and programs such as money management, job seeking guidance and a book club. There’s even 

programming for children of families experiencing homelessness. While the Haven has a core 
administrative staff that oversees its day-to-day operations, it relies greatly on the efforts of 

volunteers. 

Opportunities for volunteering include helping at the front desk, offering daytime programs and 
preparing and serving meals. If you are interested in volunteering at the Haven, you can learn more by 
visiting its website at https://mattoonhaven.org/?page=volunteer or calling its office at (217) 234-7237. 

In addition, you also can join the Wesley Volunteers Team for the Haven, which has responsibility for 
preparing and serving dinner on the first Sunday of each month. To learn more about our church’s 

volunteers team for the Haven, please contact rich.a.wandling@gmail.com. 

 

The Wesley Foundation  

needs you!  
 

We’re looking for more folks to help provide Sunday Suppers 
this school year. We’d love to have more groups or individuals 

bring a meal and eat with us, or you can always make a 
donation for our Sunday Supper program, too. Contact Betzy 

at betzy@eiuwesley.org to find out what dates are still 
available, or for more information. Thank you for all your 

support for EIU Wesley Foundation! We’ve seen 10 new 
students so far this year, and we’re so excited to be sharing 

together in person again! 

mailto:betzy@eiuwesley.org
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October Mission Project: 

AFGHAN REFUGEES U.S. RESETTLEMENT  

Our October Mission Project provides humanitarian relief and assists Afghan refugee resettlement in 

the U.S. With the tumultuous end of the 20-year Afghan war, an estimated 50,000 Afghans are 

arriving in the U.S. United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) will partner with Church World 

Service (CWS) to help them make a fresh start. 

 

Church World Service is one of nine US. resettlement agencies and works in 21 offices in 17 states. 

The United Methodist Church is one of its 37 member churches. CWS staff have been deployed to 

designated military bases to assist with immediate processing of arrivals. The CWS network will 

support these families with housing, employment and other social services. 

 

UMCOR is in discussion with CWS about helping with temporary housing for Afghan refugees. 

 

Your financial help is needed. Please write a Wesley UMC check with the memo 

 Afghan Refugees. Cash donations can be given in the blue mission envelopes found in the pew 

rack. To give online, please visit http:www.charlestonwesley.org. 

 

As always, we thank you for your support!  

Wesley UMC Missions Ministry Team 

 

 

Wesley Prayer Group Is Now Meeting in Person! 

All of the prayer praises or requests put on weekly connection cards at worship are read 
and prayed-over weekly by the Wesley Staff and by the Wesley Prayer Group.  The Wesley 
Prayer Group meets every Monday in Room 113 from 1:00-2:00 p.m.  It spends time praying 
for the praise and prayer requests on the Connection Cards or listed on our Prayer Wall, 
and any other prayer requests called or texted to the church.  (**The Prayer Group does 
not receive those Connection-Card requests that are marked "private.") Those attending 

the Monday meetings will additionally have the chance to lift up any other prayer needs and 
praises. The group also discusses an entry in the spiritual formation devotional book We 

Make the Way by Walking by Brian McLaren. Please consider this your invitation to join the 
group.  Praying for others may just change your life. 
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Provide Altar Flowers 
 

Our new altar committee wants everyone to 
know that there are still dates open for folks 
who would like to provide altar flowers during 
the next couple months: Oct. 31, Nov. 14th, and 
Dec. 26th are the dates available. The sign-up 
sheet can be found at the information center 

outside the sanctuary doors. Thank you to our 
new team for taking on this ministry! 

 

The Produce Exchange 
is Up & Running! 

 
Do you have an abundance of produce 
you’re looking to give away? Wesley is 
bringing back the produce exchange! 
Feel free to leave your produce in the 

hallway by the fellowship hall. There will 
be a basket provided for donations that 

will be gifted to the Charleston Food 
Pantry. Happy Harvesting! 

Children’s Advocacy Center 
AAA batteries 
Juice Boxes 

Individually wrapped snacks 
Bottled water 

DVD-Rs 
Trash bags (kitchen size, smaller- 4 gal, 

larger-30 gal) 
Lysol disinfectant spray 

Toilet cleaner 
USPS stamps 

Cleaning spray 
Post-it notes 

Gas cards ($10-$20 increments work great) 

Hope 
Kitchen cleaner 

Paper towels 
Mops 

Brooms 
Toilet bowl cleaner 
toilet bowl brushes 

Dish towels/ dish rag 
Trash bags 

 

Standing Stone 
Deodorant 
Shampoo 

Razors 
Toothpaste 

Toothbrushes 
 

SACIS 
File folders 

Kleenex 
Gas cards 

  

 

THE HAVEN 
Toilet paper 

Paper towels 
Dish soap 

Kitchen cleaner 
Shampoo 

Conditioner 
Deodorant 
Body Wash 

 

OTHER: 
Plastic shower 

curtains 
Shower curtain rings 

Bathroom rugs 
Bedding 

Kitchen rugs 
Toasters 

Trash cans 
Dish Drying Rack 

*Lightly used items will 
be accepted Body 

Wash 
 

Our Wesley “One More” Ministry will begin collecting items for the 
following agencies: 

bring any items to our collection bins located in the hallway outside Fellowship Hall. Thanks 
for your faithful support of this very important ministry. God calls us to be the hands and 

feet of Jesus and this is a great way to help many people in need. The items needed 
are listed below: 
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 JoDe Lanman 
Nancy Monahan 

Shirley Nees 
Kay Young 

Donna Hudson 
Michele Van Hise 

Stan McMorris 
Lonnie Lutz 

Blake Bonnstetter 
James Louthan 

Mary Lou Replogle  
Mike Zuber 
Kim Coffey 

Edith Terwilliger 
 
 
 

Richard & Judy Jewell 

Harold & Linda Hackett 

Chris & Cathy Matheny 

Frank & Janet Fraembs 

David & Karen Clausing 
 

Mitch Starwalt 
Eric Wahls 

Jone Zieren 
Julie Krietemeier 

Sharon Lauer 
Joanne Roach 

Benjamin Warren 
Mackensie Williams 

Nick Braden 
John Terwilliger 

Mark Hudson 
Jeb Vanatta 
Mark Esarey 

 
 

Celebrating Wesley Gardeners and Christian Stewardship 
 

The Green Team would like to celebrate the hard work of our Wesley gardeners at the 
October 3rd church service. We invite you to attend this 9:30 service on October 3, so we 

can share a token of our gratitude with you for initiating our church and community 
garden, hosting a bed, and serving as the hands and feet of Jesus. Even the food we 
shared with deer and other critters contributes to that greater mission! And with the 

added fence and gate, next year’s crops for those in need can only grow larger. Thank 
you!  We hope to see you on Sunday, October 3 at 9:30! 

 
We are reminded too of this lovely verse from Galatians: “Let us not become weary in 

doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up” 
 (Galatians 6:9). 
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At Wesley UMC 

How to Get Connected 
Sign up for Weekly & Monthly Newsletter 

Stay up to date with the latest Wesley news! Email 

bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org to sign up for the 

weekly and monthly newsletter or mark that you are 

interested in the Sunday connect cards 

 

Interested in a Daily Devotional? 

Daily Devotionals are a great encouragement in your walk 

with Christ. Email bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org to 

sign up for a daily devotional or mark that you are 

interested in the Sunday connect cards. 

 

Call or Email our Main Office: 

MAIN OFFICE: (217) 345-3917 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com 

   

Service Times: 

In person Worship Service: 9:30AM 

Social Media: 

  

https://www.facebook.com

/charlestonwesley/ 

  

   

 

   

https://www.youtube.com/

user/CharlestonWesley 

 

  

 

@Charleston_WUMC 

     

                          Wesley UMC | 2206 4th St | Charleston | IL | 61920  

 

mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
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Your Financial Giving 
 

The giving of your treasure is an expression of your faith, 
as well as a path to growing in your faith.  Thank you for 

sharing your financial gifts so that together we can be the 
body of Christ in an ever-changing world.  Your giving 

makes a difference! 
 

Gifts can be placed in the offering plate on Sundays, 
mailed to the church office (2206 Fourth St., Charleston, IL 
61920), or given online (www.charlestonwesley.org).  May 
we bless others, and be blessed, through our generous 

giving! 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/

