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Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 



2 
 

 
 

 
With football season in full swing, I am once again captivated by the sport that both draws me in 

and pushes me away.  I am drawn in because I love the competition of sports, the memories of my days 
playing both in school and in the “sandlot”, the adrenaline rush of a big play and roar of the home crowd, 
the pomp and circumstance of the traditions, and the thrill of my team leaving the field as victors (which is 
often a rare occurrence). And yet my frustrating relationship with football pushes me away when I am 
reminded that I can’t do those things anymore, and as I watch the severity of injuries, I not only turn my 
head but I don’t want my children playing the sport.  

Baseball and football are my sports of choice because, of all the sports, those two lend 

themselves to teamwork perhaps more than any other. Of course golf, auto-racing, tennis, track and field 

reveal the obvious. Basketball and hockey, though are team sports, certainly can see one player 

dominate a game. With baseball and football, the higher levels of competition require multiple people to 

step up to find success. If we use the terminology in 1 Corinthians 12, the pitcher cannot say to the 

catcher, “I do not need you,” because the umpire might end up in the hospital. And the wide receiver 

cannot say to the offensive line, “we do not need you,” because the quarterback’s career will be over after 

one play. And there is just nothing like celebrating with your team, struggling as a team, learning with your 

team, overcoming as a team.  

Of all the sports’ teams I have played on or coached, the schools I have attended or degrees 

earned, I have learned more about leadership and teamwork in the church than any other avenue in life. 

As I have grown up in the church, the laity have taught me about being a “quarterback” through the lives 

you have lived.  You have taught integrity, diligence, vision-casting, collaboration, perseverance among 

others, and especially about hope. So, please hear this as you read today, “I appreciate you.”   

 We can call it a “team” or we can call it a “body” or we can call it the “church”. No matter what 

image you choose, they all say the same: it is not about the pastor, but we are all responsible for the 

success and future of the church.  The church will go on through change both in the confines of our 

building and in our culture, but it will go on because of you. Each of you. The strength of the church is the 

laity, the people who endure while pastors come and go. The strength of the church in the world is the 

laity, all of you who are God-following, Christ-filled Christians, who can change the world through your 

workplaces and schools, neighborhoods and homes. Never doubt what we can do together!   

This past month of October was Pastor Appreciation 

month.  I am so blessed to serve Wesley United Methodist 

Church as a pastor. I am blessed to be in your lives and in your 

community, not apart from you, but a part of you as a part of the 

team and a member of the body.  You need to know that I don’t 

expect any special recognition or dispensation as your pastor.  

And yet, I am extremely humbled by your cards, words, 

attendance and gifts that you shared with me this month.  

Please hear my grateful heart as I tell you, “Thank you.”This 

past Sunday, we held a Trunk-or-Treat and I had no idea what to expect. I threw out there a goal of 30 

cars and probably got on your nerves as I spoke repeatedly of the event over several Sundays. Well, I am 

riding the “thrill of victory” this week because we well eclipsed our goal with almost 40 cars. Beyond the 

numbers, on the warm and breezy October afternoon there was the rush of a mighty wind as community 

was celebrated, laughter was heard, and God’s abundance filled our parking lot. As I walked through the 

parking lot anointing the cars with bubbles, that feeling of teamwork gave rise again to hope.    

 May we celebrate our ministry here at WUMC, as we serve together as a team. May we keep 

raising that banner of hope in our community celebrating what life brings and walking with each wherever 

God leads. 

 

Our Ongoing Dialogue 
By: Pastor Brad 

 
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 

free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:12-13) 
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Happy November Birthday To: 
Abigail Held    Terry Perkins 
Cheryl Laursen  Linda Inman 
Skyler Przygoda  Lynn Johnson 
Catherine Henshaw Elise Ramsey 
Anne Rodgers              John White 
Gary Hawker              David Stoltz 
Lisa Braden    Keith Kohanzo 
Jean Hawkins  Erin Fleming  
Ruth Ann Craig  Ruth Ann Finley 
Alan Metzger  Stan Adkins 
Tom Finley               Trevor Doughty 
Jean Replogle  Mike Dunning 
Greta Larson  Dick McKay 
Jeanie Walters  Cherie Sutliff 
Brad Shumaker  Margaret Speer 
Amy Lynch   Gale McElwee 
Jim Bennett 

Happy November Anniversary To: 
Charles & Jeri Hughes 
Bill & Cheryl Lair 
Troy & Brandi Shott 

We Need You! 
 

Are you interested in serving at Wesley? 
Sign-up to be a greeter, usher, liturgist, 

or welcome desk volunteer for 8:30 or 
11:00 Sunday services! For more 

information or to sign-up, Contact the 
church office to get on the contact list.  

IT’S ALMOST POINSETTIA TIME 
 

It’s almost time to order poinsettias to 
decorate the sanctuary for the Advent 

and Christmas seasons.  Live poinsettias 
will be available for $19.50 each; you may 

take your live poinsettia home after 
Christmas Eve worship. Silk poinsettias, 

which stay at the church, may be 
sponsored for $10 each. All proceeds from 
sponsorship will be applied to our Advent 

Mission Offering. Order forms will be 
available in the bulletin beginning Sunday, 

November 13. Last day to order will be 
Monday, December 5. Watch for more 

details! 

 

Church Library Volunteers 
 

Do you have a passion for books? Do you 
have a library science background? If you 
answered yes, call the church office today 

to volunteer to take care of the Wesley 
Library! We are in need of someone to 

manage, sort and organize our current 
collection of books, along with donations 

we have received. Call or email the church 
office if this is a volunteer opportunity you 

are interested in.  
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YOUR FINANCIAL GIVING  

God’s people have been giving since before 
there were buildings or budgets. Generous 

and sacrificial giving is a hallmark of the 
church. The church’s mission to love and 

serve in the name of Jesus Christ continues 
through the ministry of Wesley United 

Methodist Church. Your offering can be 
mailed to the office – 2206 4th Street, 

Charleston – or you can give online through 
our website www.charlestonwesley.org  

Thank you! 

Youth Meal Dates 

The youth are asking for individuals to 
come and fellowship with them and help 
provide meals on the first Sunday of the 

month. If you would like to talk more about 
this opportunity, please contact Brock 

Warren at bwarren@charlestonwesley.org. 
Thank you so much for helping the youth! 

The dates are as followed: 

- Sunday, 11/6/22 
- Sunday, 12/4/22 
- Sunday, 1/8/23 
- Sunday, 2/5/23 
- Sunday, 3/5/23 
- Sunday, 4/2/23 
- Sunday, 5/1/23 

THE HEART THAT GREW THREE SIZES 
Rediscover the gift of Advent that comes without packages, 

ribbons, and bows. 

We don’t know why the Grinch hated Christmas. We just 
know he did. In this new Advent study, Matt Rawle explores 
the themes of faith in the Christmas classic, How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas! including, how did the Grinch’s heart grow 
three sizes come Christmas morning? How did Christmas 

save the Grinch? Could it be that the very thing we think we 
hate is the one thing that changes our lives? This Advent and 
Christmas season, look at a familiar classic through the lens 

of faith and see how Christ speaks to us through our culture. 
Join us for a four-week all-church study as we find faith in 

this classic Christmas tale. 
 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:bwarren@charlestonwesley.org
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Mission of the Month:  
UMCOR’s U.S. Disaster Response to Hurricane Ian 

In the wake of yet another weather-driven disaster, the Wesley Missions Ministry Team has 
designated UMCOR’s U.S. DISASTER RESPONSE for the November project. 

On September 28, Hurricane Ian swept through a large swath of Florida and moved up the 
coast causing more devastation in southern mid-Atlantic states.  As the fifth-strongest 
hurricane on record to strike the U.S., Ian caused widespread flooding, devastation of 

whole communities, massive power outages, and more than a hundred deaths. The Florida 
Annual Conference is now facing a 20-county clean-up effort. 

With a “communities own their own recoveries” philosophy, UMCOR supports local efforts to 
accomplish immediate relief and long-term recovery.  A solidarity grant was immediately 

awarded to both the Florida and the South Carolina conferences. UMCOR Early Response 
Team volunteers have been supplying survivors with food, water, shelter, cleaning supplies 

and have begun cleaning out flood-damaged homes and churches. Volunteers also have 
been building and installing solar-powered generators. Meanwhile, UMCOR is also working 

with disaster response coordinators of the conferences on long-term recovery programs 
and strategies. 

If you would like to support this mission, you may place your offering in the offering basket 
near the sanctuary doors using a blue mission offering envelope for cash, or by writing a 
check to Wesley UMC with UMCOR-Hurricane Ian on the memo line.  You may also mail your 

check to the church office or use the online giving option at 
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving . Thank you for your generous and 

giving hearts that see the need of those around us. 

The Wesley UMC Missions Team 

Sign-Up for Special Music! 

Do you have a special talent you would like to 
share with the congregation during worship? 
If so, sign-up for special music! We are looking 

for creative individuals who would like to 
praise God through their talents and 

passions. Call the church office if you are 
interested in signing up for a Sunday service! 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/online-giving
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Are you looking for a way to serve in children’s ministry? We would love to have 
helpers on Sundays! Sarah Bergin is in need of 

Children's Sunday School volunteers. If you feel called to do so, please sign up 
in the Narthex, or email Sarah at Sbergin@charlestonwesley.org for more 

information. Thank you for serving in your Wesley Community!  

Calling All Acolytes! 
  

Are you interested in playing an 
important role during Sunday 

Service? To sign up to be an 
acolyte, contact Sarah Bergin at 

Sbergin@charlestonwesley.org or 
call the church office! 

 

We Appreciate You! 
A HUGE thank you to everyone who 

has volunteered their time and 
energy into the Wesley Children’s 

Ministry! We appreciate all of the love 
and support that has been poured 

over our kids in our church 
community.  

mailto:Sbergin@charlestonwesley.org
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Wesley scouts prepared and served supper at the Haven on Wednesday.  Troop 141 has a 
close relationship with Grand Prairie Friends, owner of Warbler Ridge Conservation Area. 
Our scouts made and gave out popcorn at their Fall Festival.     Members from the Troop 

accompanied Pack 41 Arrow of Light scouts (who will cross over into the troop in March) for 
a campout and hiking at Shades State Park in Indiana.  Boys and girls from Wesley’s Cub 

Scout Pack 41 and Scouts BSA Troop 141 passed BSA swimming and basic rescue 
requirements at the EIU pool. 

 
Charleston Middle School has again requested that Troop 141 provide the color guard for 

their Veterans Day program.  We will post flags on Lincoln on Election Day morning, 
November 8 and leave them up through Veterans Day on the 11th. 

 
On November 4-6 members of both troops (boys and girls) will attend a fall camporee with a 

survival theme.  There will be orienteering, geocaching, archery, making cooking stoves 
from cans, fishhooks from pop tabs, and the opportunity to sleep in a primitive lean to that 

they make. 
 

On Saturday, November 19, Greater Saint Louis Area Council, BSA, will conduct their annual 
collection for the benefit of local food panties, the largest one-day food drive in the U.S.  Our 

cubs and scouts will be at Wal-Mart.  Last year they collected hundreds of items for the 
Charleston Area Food Pantry. 

 

News from the Scouts 

Helping Hands Will Work for You on Saturday, Nov. 5th 

It is time to begin planning for our Helping Hands Day on Nov.5, and we need requests for help 
and volunteers to help fill the requests. Helping Hands is a ministry of Church and Society. 
Twice a year, this group does chores for our members who need help getting ready for fall 
and winter. They change batteries and filters, wash windows, trim bushes and brush, clean 

gutters, winterize windows, change light bulbs or other various tasks for any who cannot do 
them for themselves. We need all sorts of volunteers: people who like to climb ladders, those 

who hold the ladders, and "go-fers". Singles, couples, and families are welcome to participate. 
On our information table you will find request forms to fill out and a sheet on which to 

volunteer. For more information, contact Pastor Janice or John Kramer. 

Deadline for requests or volunteering is Sunday, Oct. 30. 
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All Saints to Be Remembered  
on Nov. 6th 

 
If you have a family member or friend who 
has passed within the last year, and would 

like to see them remembered on our All 
Saints list, please let us know using your 

connection card. You may also call the 
church office at 345-3917 or email us at 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com.  

 

November Sunday Chat 

Standing Stone is a local nonprofit whose ministry focuses on serving people in need in 
the community. Its food pantry is an important link in local efforts to address food 
insecurity, while it also helps to meet people’s other needs, especially clothing and 

furniture. We will have the opportunity to learn more about this ministry at Church and 
Society’s November Sunday Chat—to take place on Sunday November 13 at 2:00 pm in the 

Parlor. We will hear from Standing Stone founder and director Dawn Thompson, who will 
discuss the organization’s mission and operations along with ways we as a church can 

help further the good work of this ministry. We hope you can join us for this presentation 
and conversation. 

 

 

Military Prayer Board 

 
Do you have a family member in the Military 

that you would like prayed for? Send in a 
picture of your loved one to the church office 

or to Lynn Johnson to be displayed on the 
Military board for others to pray for. Thank 

you to those who have served or are 
currently serving in the Military.  
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Young @ Heart Campfire at the Metzger’s! 
 

Young @ Heart has more fall fun planned for Monday, November 7 when we will gather at Becky’s 
little farmhouse in the country for marshmallow roasting and hot cocoa. 

 
Come on out around 3:00 and hover around the fire with us.  They will have all the makings for 

s'mores and a big pot of hot cocoa.  We hope it's perfect weather for a slow stroll along the creek 
but if Mother Nature decides to send cold winds that day, we will move the party into the 

farmhouse.  If you have a lawn chair, bring it along.  We have many but maybe not enough. 
 

The Metzger’s address is 10208 North CR 1420e if you use GPS.  If you prefer a map, Becky will leave 
some on the information desk at church on Sunday alongside a Y@H calendar for the rest of 
2022.  (We live only 2 or 3  minutes from the fairgrounds.)  Ask a friend to come along.  All are 

welcome.  Always. 
 

Young @ Heart November Calendar 

11/7 @ 3pm: Bonfire at the Metzger’s 
11/20 @ Noon: All Church Lunch / Christmas Decorating 

11/21 @ 1pm: Bake Christmas Cookies in the Church 
Kitchen 

11/21 @ 3pm: Games / Refreshments in the Fellowship Hall 
(Cookie Tasting) 
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Daily E-votion Emails 

Each Monday through Friday morning, Wesley 
Church emails a Daily Devotion to over 200 people 

– are you one of them? To be added to our list, 
please email Bailey Cole at 

bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org.  You can 
also check them out on our Facebook page: 

facebook.com/charlestonwesley. 

 

mailto:bsharpmack@charlestonwesley.org
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